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Martlesham Heath Aviation Society

Control Tower Museum
Martlesham Heath
Opened on the 23 September 2000

356th Fighter Group

EDITORIAL

MUSEUM NOTES

Here we are with another September edition of “Runway 22”! Time to welcome
once again our friends from America and some ex Royal Air Force personnel
who will be joining us for what is becoming our bi-annual reunion!

Recent visitors to the Museum have included an Air Traffic Controller from
Heathrow, families of several families of former Martlesham airmen, the
grandson of Major Carr, the first O/C Flying in 1917 and several visitors from
America.

The date of arrival of our American contingent and also the programme of visits
that we have planned for them appears in the newsletter. We expect some of the
RAF veterans to be present at our “World War Two Supper Banquet” but I am
told that many of them will be coming just for our Grand Open Day on Sunday,
22nd September.
Some confusion as to whether we will have the “Battle of Britain” flypast but
we have arranged for a P51 to pay us a visit at 11.30am on the day and a Boeing
Stearman and also a Russian Yak 52 aerobatic aeroplane. The last two aircraft
will hopefully liase with each other, as they are both due at 2pm!
Russell Bailey has worked hard as usual arranging summer trips for us and a
report on these appears inside.
Many folk will be aware that since the last “Runway 22” our member, Andrew
Moore has sadly lost his wife. Kay had been suffering from Multiple Sclerosis
for a number of years. Those of us who knew her knew also that she was always
cheerful in the face of a crippling illness and I am sure that we all sympathise
with Andrew at this time.

Ed.

ITINERARY FOR RAF/USAAF VISIT 20TH - 28TH SEPT 2002
Friday 20th Sept. 356th personnel arr Novotel 1.00pm. RAF arr. late p.m.
Welcome from Martlesham Heath Aviation Society to all RAF and USAAF guests
in the Gainsborough Room 7-30pm.
Saturday 21st Sept. Dep Novotel 9.00am for Kesgrave (opp. Catholic Church)
to view St Francis of Assisi painting - arr 9.30am dep 10.00am. arr Kesgrave
Hall 10.10am. - Dep. Kesgrave Hall 11.15am or earlier. Control Tower Museum
11.30am. - leave for Douglas Bader 1.00pm. Snack lunch (pay for your own) dep 2.15 pm. tour through Martlesham Heath and the on to Playford Hall for
3.15pm. - Leave Hall 4.15pm for Novotel. EVENING. Coach will pick up all at
6.30pm - arr Martlesham Community Hall for WW2 Supper with Entertainment
by Peter Clarke. Supper 7-30pm sharp. Leave for Novotel 10.30pm to 11.00pm.

They have appeared on occasions other than the regular opening times on
Sundays. If we see them outside showing an interest we always invite them in
and make them welcome. All speak highly of the museum and praise us for
preserving the memories of the place.
Artefacts keep coming in. Various photographs of the station and its personnel
have been received and are being put into files within the museum. The latest
arrivals are a collection of crests which we are in the process of putting up, a
large vacuum flask from the mother of a rear gunner, a photograph of Lieutenant
Phillips, the pilot of the P-47 shot down in Belgium and excavated by Bark
Beckers who has donated the propeller blade from the aircraft which has been
on display since the museum was opened.
The very latest arrival is some wreckage of the Dornier 217K shot down by
AA fire over Bawdsey and which crashed in Bullock Meadow on Red House
Farm.
Vick Wilkinson has presented us with his flying suit which he used during his
time as a Test Observer at Farnborough, complete with crests and escape knife.
It makes a nice modern comparison with the Sidcot suit which we have had in
the Museum for some time.
Visitors on Sundays keep coming, our average number is probably something
over 20 and they show great interest, often staying for quite a time, in fact,
many are reluctant to leave until the end of visiting time. I think they appreciate
the friendly welcome and the cup of tea and biscuits.
Sales from the stand are also an attraction and produce a steady income towards
the running of the Museum.

Alan Smith – Museum archivist.

TO ALL 356TH FIGHTER GROUP MEMBERS

Sunday 22nd Sept. - Dep Novotel 10.00am - arr for 2nd Anniversary Day at
Martlesham Heath Aviation Society Control Tower Museum 10.30am. Day is free
to mingle as you wish and view Museum. Lunch for those who want it at Douglas
Bader pub, or have snack lunch/food from the Chuck Wagon. Suggest you have
dinner in Ipswich tonight - many good Restaurants. During day, aircraft flypasts,
WW2 military and civilian vehicles. Model aircraft flying. Grand Draw. Draw
takes place 3.30pm to 4.00pm - dep for Novotel 4.15pm.Evening free.

Please check with Ken & Brita Male to see if you have renewed your
Membership. Should you not have done so, then this will be your last Newsletter.
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Our August meeting was put forward to Friday, 26th July because the normal
first Friday in August clashed with the Lowestoft Air Show and we had a stand
there. Russell Bailey had arranged a visit to Bentwaters and I have reported on
this as the next item in the Newsletter. I have also reported on the Lowestoft Air
Show.

Monday 23rd Sept. - Dep Novotel 9.00am for Woodbridge 9.30pm Woodbridge
many little shops coffee shops, Museum, St Mary’s Church, Thorofare main Street
shopping. Meet coach 11.45am to get to Brewery Tap Pub for snack lunch at
12.30pm. Afternoon cruise River Orwell on ‘Orwell Lady’ Sail sharp 2-OOpm.
Evening entertainment by “The Melody Makers”. Gainsborough Room 7-30pm.

Alan Powell

Tuesday 24th Sept. Dep 9.00am sharp for Sandringham House, Norfolk. Country
home of H.M. Queen Elizabeth and her family. Full day. Book for dinner at your
hotel or restaurant. Arr home approx. 6.00pm.

BENTWATERS VISIT
August and true to tradition we had an evening visit in place of our usual monthly
meeting! Russell Bailey had arranged a visit to the now defunct American air
base at Bentwaters. It has been bought lock, stock and barrel by the neighbouring
farmer and businessman, Bill Kemball and he kindly showed us around. We were
shown over the control tower and the nuclear bomb storage area and several other
areas which we didn’t know existed! Bill surprised us when we visited one hangar
only to find a comprehensive selection of vintage tractors and commercial
vehicles. This is a passion of his and will eventually be open for public display.
The old base, which was closed 10 years ago, has inevitably become a business
park and the many buildings were gradually being utilized for different purposes.
Bill Kemball told us that although much of the runway, which was resurfaced
just two years before the base closed will be removed, sufficient will remain for
light aircraft to be able to use it. Our own member, Norman Rose was with us
and he has been associated with Bentwaters since it was built at the end of WW2
and so, along with Bill Kemball, was able to give an interesting insight into its
history. Our thanks to Bill Kemball and Norman Rose and, of course, to Russell
Bailey, who works tirelessly to organize these visits.

Alan Powell.

LOWESTOFT AIR SHOW

Wednesday 25th Sept. Dep 9.00am sharp for Norwich for visit to Norwich
Forum (see American Library) - afternoon, Norwich Cathedral. Book for dinner
at your hotel or local restaurant. Arr home approx 6.00pm.
Thursday 26th Sept. Today Free to explore Ipswich, see leaflets. In evening we
will visit Victoria Pub Old Felixstowe for Fish & Chip supper. Coach dep Novotel
6.00pm. Supper 7.00pm.
Friday 27th Sept. Dep Novotel sharp at 9.00am for Madingley and The American
War Cemetery. - Arr 10.30am - dep 11.30am for Duxford, - arr Duxford approx:
12.00pm mid-day. Today Ex President Bush snr should be re-dedicating the
American Museum after B24 has been put in place in the roof! Arr back at
Novotel, late!!
Saturday 28th Sept. Return to Gatwick and home-safe journey from Martlesham
Heath Aviation Society.

MEMORIAL SERVICE MADINGLEY - 27TH MAY 2002
My wife and I attended this annual ceremony to represent both MHAS and the
356th FG Association. On their behalf we laid a wreath (among at least 100
others), against the wall of the missing. This wall contains over 5000 names,
while in the cemetery itself are buried another 5000.

The society had a stand at the two day Lowestoft Air show thanks to our member,
Tarkey Barker. He is employed by the training company, Bennington HR Solutions
and managed to persuade them to sponsor the stand. Many thanks to Tarkey for
that! He was present on both days of the event and Geoff. Pleasance was also
there with his superb prints. Bob Dunnett, David Bloomfield and myself lent a
hand on the first day and Russell Bailey, Don Kitt and Howard King, with son
Jack were all there on the second day. We sold many draw tickets in aid of our
forthcoming Open Day and gave lots of museum pamphlets away, so all in all it
was an enjoyable and fruitful couple of days.

As usual the Remembrance Service was a well organised and emotional experience
preceded by short addresses from various dignitaries, including the Lord Lieut.
Of Cambridgeshire and the commander of the USAF Third Air Force.

Tarkey has also been very successful in persuading the Battle of Britain memorial
Flight to give us exclusive fly-pasts over the last couple of years. The Lincolnshire
Lancaster Association help to sponsor the BBMF and Tarkey, as a member of
that organization, has been able to “pull a few strings”! Well done Tarkey!

The ceremony was concluded by a “missing man formation” by four F15c Eagles
from the 493rd Lakenheath followed by a fly-past tribute from 3 Harriers of RAF
1 Sqdn Cottesmore. Then a nostalgic appearance of B17 “Sally B” giving several
impressive flypasts. This was greeted each time by warm applause.

Alan Powell.

Russell Bailey.
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Additionally this year was a small ceremony when two rosettes were placed
against two of the names on the Wall. These represented those who in fact were
no longer missing, as their remains were recovered from a B17 crash during the
year. Firing of vollies by the 48th FW Honour Guard were followed by taps from
the USAF in Europe Band, who also provided the music before, during and after
the Service.
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RAF Martlesham, with its proximity to the coast, was an obvious choice for an
Air, Sea Rescue squadron. In 1940 Hurricanes would depart from Martlesham
in an effort to locate ditched airmen for rescue by patrol boats. As the rescue
service quickly developed they were joined by Westland Lysander
reconnaissance aircraft. These were assisted by the ubiquitous old Supermarine
Walrus amphibian biplanes. In an era before helicopters the lumbering old Walrus
proved to be a lifesaver for so many airmen, both British and American. With
its low speed handling qualities it could alight on the sea in rough conditions
to rescue survivors. “A” Flight of 277 Squadron (ASR), was based here for
most of WW2 but this amusing and rather moving little piece is by an “A”
Flight pilot operating at the time from a more southerly base – probably Manston
or Shoreham. Unfortunately the pilot’s name is not known.

ED.

ROYAL AIR FORCE 277 SQUADRON – “A” FLIGHT
Flying the Walrus. - The pilot, captain, dogsbody and sucker supreme was
provided with a starting handle, which for size and weight would have opened
the lock gates of the Panama Canal. He had to step lightly on to his seat, up on
to the cockpit roof and on to the top of the lower mainplane where, seeming
about 50 feet above his head, was a ‘dog’ into which the handle could be engaged
to turn the engine.
Standing on such an exposed platform, without handholds, while the Walrus
pitched wildly and waves moved wetly, winding that bloody great handle to
turn over the Pegasus (mounted way up high under the top mainplane) should
have warranted trusses for life, but somehow the engine would cough itself
alive, leaving the pilot to disengage his handle and dive wildly back down into
his cockpit before he could get tossed overboard. The take-off, after such fiendish
activity, often seemed an anticlimax but the whole thing had an excitement all
of its own, particularly when one of the rescued would come forward to the
cockpit on the way home and say ‘Thank-you’ with embarrassing and touching
gratitude. What could one say but “That’s alright, old boy, just part of the South
Kent bus service, we pass this way, every hour on the hour, no season tickets
or pensioners, just pay at the door on the way out”, and leave it at that.
Normally the Spits and Walruses would be at readiness all day and scrambled
as the demand arose, but when Allied offensive activity was heavy across the
Channel, the Spitfires would patrol in pairs on a line 10 miles off Dungeness
or the Foreland, with the Walrus patrolling also off shore, all ready to be vectored
to a reported ditching or search area.
Two crew besides the pilot. Officer or NCO air gunners, who were responsible
for getting the ‘customer’ aboard, preferably in one piece and not water-logged.
This was achieved by one gunner standing in the front hatch in the nose and
dropping a running line or hooking the pilot in the water, or the dinghy, if he
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Some two million of us were conscripted into the armed forces for a two-year
period following the Second World War. Conscription was introduced in 1945
and ended in 1963. I spent half my time in the RAF at Khartoum, in the Sudan
and the April meeting featured an illustrated talk by me. Khartoum was the home
of the tropical arm of the A&AEE at Boscombe Down and several interesting
aircraft were tested when I was there. The Comet 1, the Airspeed Ambassador,
(later renamed the Elizabethan by BEA), and the Vickers Viscount propjet airliner,
to name three. As a keen photographer I had saved many of the photographs
taken at the time and these were shown as slides. After the break Gordon Kinsey
gave one of his knowledgeable and typical humorous talks. He showed many
slides of aeroplanes from the Great War through to WW2. Some of the unfortunate
aerial mishaps were shown along with some of the more humorous aspects of
life at Martlesham in those long ago days.
For our June meeting our own member, Alan Smith stepped in to fill the gap left
by the advertised speaker, who was unable to attend. He split his talk into three
sections. The first two based on his local airfieldat Alton Park Road, Clacton.
Firstly he described the arrival and activities of Sir Alan Cobham’s National
Aviation Day Displays, which he attended as a young boy in 1932 and 33 and
showed a sequence of slides of the aircraft involved and also gave a brief history
of the early days of Sir Alan. His second section continued with the theme of the
airfield and described the activities of Hillman Airways, again illustrated by slides
and also gave a brief history of Edward Hillman. After the interval his third
section described his activities when he joined the Royal Navy in 1946.After
completing his training he was posted to the Royal Naval Air Station at
Lee-on-Solent where he remained for the final twenty months of his service. He
showed a collection of slides of the unusual aircraft, which were displayed during
this time at various air displays for such as the Senior Naval Staff Officers’ courses
and visiting dignitaries - Lee being the Headquarters of the Fleet Air Arm.
The July meeting featured Mr. Richard Clarkson, who visited us all the way from
Kent to talk about the Avro Vulcan Restoration Fund. The Southend based
Restoration Trust is hoping one day to restore a Vulcan to flying condition. One
is exhibited at Southend Airport but several examples exist and it may not be the
Southend Vulcan, which would fly again. This is an ambitious goal and the Trust
is vigorously attempting to raise sufficient funds to achieve it. Richard Clarkson
gave us a history of the RAF’s “V” Bomber Force and showed several slides.
The three British aircraft which made up the “V” Bomber Force were the Avro
Vulcan, Vickers Valiant and Handley Page Victor. The Vulcan first flew in 1952
but did not come into service properly until 1956. The more conventional swept
wing Valiant filled the gap until the Vulcan was introduced and then the Valiants
were used for in flight refuelling. The Vulcan had an 111ft wingspan and was
capable of carrying a 10000lb nuclear bomb. It was withdrawn from service in
1984.
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SHOWPIECE..... LANCASTER
I dream now of another time,
Of soaring wings and slipstream whine
Of airscrew arcs, and engine drone,
And cloudy canyons I have known.
Once we were many, and we knew,
The love of thousands, our aircrew,
So many lovers, past recall,
Yet we were faithful to them all.

was travelling First Class. The ‘customer’ then trailed on the running line along
the hull, under the lower wing to the rear hatch behind the engine where the
other gunner would attempt to haul him on board. Luckily handrails ran the
length of the hull so the poor soul also had a chance to hang on to the aircraft
and not be swept away. If the Channel had not filled the Walrus with water
while the hatches and cockpit sliding roof were open, reducing it to submarine
status, it was all plain sailing. Give customers hot soup and hot sausages, both
from cans ignited with a lighted cigarette to a fuse on top of the can. A tricky
job ‘cos the waiters could find themselves holding a red-hot tin burning chunks
off their skin. One became very tired when searching for a ditched airman sun-glare from the water.
Each Flight had a full complement of Mk.V Spitfires specially equipped for
search operations, fitted with smoke flares and parachute dinghies.

When towering columns split the night,
With brilliant beams of searching light,
Then in just moments we became,
Small insects, round a naked flame.

A mile or so off Dieppe we came upon two men in their dinghies being orbited
by half a dozed Spitfires, (not from our squadron). Suggested the ‘Customers’
were important enough not to be let fall into German hands so close by. They
were a Mosquito pilot and navigator, Wing Commander and Flt Lt.

And with us then, our young men knew,
An eighth, unwanted, crewman flew,
He whispered, taunted, often near,
Unseen but known - for he was fear.

The Spit escort reported that there were four FW 190s approaching and advised
rapid evasive action. How the hell was I supposed to evade with a Walrus at
50 feet above the water. Lou Butler opened the back hatch, mounted his single
pop-gun that wouldn’t have knocked a duck over in a shooting gallery, let alone
shoot down four FW 190’s - he prepared to repel boarders. Luckily they peeled
off, flew over the top of us and headed away with the Spitfires in pursuit,
probably thinking the Walrus just a most unusual mirage.

Time after time, we saw the cost,
To all who fought so well, yet lost,
For them a fiery plunge through space,
In another time, another place.
For you old lovers, youth has gone,
Relentless, time is moving on,
With arms outstretched, with measured pace,
To take you all in cold embrace.
Time has not marred my grim old frame,
To your fading eyes, I am the same,
Look well, all strangers standing there,
For I am the mighty LANCASTER.
Walter Scott, ex 630 Squadron Royal Air Force.
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Flying a Spitfire after the Walrus was like driving a Rolls compared to a model
T Ford.
ASR Squadrons had very often, in most unpleasant, difficult and dangerous
circumstances, spared no effort or hesitated to go out over the sea in all weathers
to search and rescue those who were down in the ‘drink’. Looking for a smoke
flare, a Mae West, a dinghy, even wreckage, to tell us there was someone down
there in need of help.
I cannot forget the overwhelming satisfaction of finding airmen floating
helplessly and forlornly in the water, the cold waves washing over them, sapping
their energy and the will to live, waving feebly and desperately for our attention
and help. Not a moment to spare - a dropped smoke flare for wind direction,
throwing caution to the wind and bugger the sea conditions, we were totally
committed and slammed the Walrus down. The gratitude on their faces as we
finally hauled them aboard cold wet and exhausted, dejected and almost beyond
life, more than repaid our small efforts to help them. Rescuing brave men who
otherwise could have perished.

Author unknown.
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The various air, sea rescue services from both the RAF and the Royal Navy
saved the lives of 13,269 persons, including 8.604 allied aircrew. Lieutenant
General Eaker, Comander of the USAAF Eighth Air Force, wrote in December
1943, a few months after the appearance of the USAAF in Britain, “Your
superlative ASR Service has been one of the prime factors in the high morale
of our own combat crews. This organization of yours has picked up from the
sea nearly 600 of our combat crewmen since we began operations in this theatre.
This is a remarkable achievement, made possible only be the highest efficiency
and great courage and fortitude”.

ED.

VISIT TO RAF MARHAM TUESDAY 18 JUNE 2002
A party of fifteen lucky members left Ipswich at 10.30 am. for the visit. We left
behind many disappointed members, but the numbers were limited to 15 by
RAF Marham.
We were due there at 12.45 pm and exactly on time a coach arrived from the
station to pick us up. We were greeted by the Station Community Relations
Officer, Squadron Leader Sandeman, who took us round for the whole of the
tour. He proved to be a very friendly and informative host who had organised
a very thorough and interesting visit.
We started in the Conference Room where the screen was already displaying a
slide saying ‘RAF Marham Welcomes Martlesham Heath Aviation Society!’
Sqdn Ldr Sandeman then gave us a humorous and informative slide and video
presentation of the activities of the station, answering many questions in the
process.
From here we were taken to the 13 Squadron area and were greeted by Squadron
Leader Smith, a Navigator from No 2 Squadron attached to No 13. He took us
into the Crew Planning Room and explained the procedures for planning a
mission using the computers which were also being used by crews preparing
for the next day’s exercise. This was fascinating and very informative. and
Squadron Leader Smith was kept busy answering our questions. The three
quarters of an hour we spent in the planning room went very quickly and then
Sqdn Ldr Smith took us to a HAS where a Tornado GR.4A was waiting for us.
We had a conducted tour around the aircraft with explanations of the various
features including the cockpit, which we were able to inspect, and he also
explained the duties which he performed in the rear cockpit.
It turned out that S/Ldr Smith had been on operations and he said he had dropped
more live bombs in these operations than he had practice bombs in the UK.
From there we were taken round the airfield to the Armament Section where a
display of all the types of weapons in current use were on display. The Flight
Lieut. who explained each of the various bombs and missiles did so with great
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enthusiasm and humour. Again we could have spent more time there but we
had to move on.
From there we were taken to the Bomb Disposal Section where a Flight Sergeant
Armourer explained the various techniques they adopted, and showed us the
collection of bombs and missiles that they had rendered inert, together with the
armoured vehicle used by them in their duties. The collection included Russian
and American as well as British weapons.
From there we were taken to the Museum for a cup of tea and biscuits and a
look round the museum. This was a work of love by Squadron Leader Sandeman,
who has produced a very interesting and informative display. We only had
about half an hour there before it was time to leave for the return journey. We
could have spent much more time in the Museum looking at all the books,
photos and artefacts there.
We all found the visit fascinating and interesting. All the people we met were
friendly and helpful in answering our questions. The four and a half hours we
spent on the Station flew past and we all expressed a wish for a return visit.
Certainly we should request a visit for those unfortunate enough not to have
been in our party.
Squadron Leader Sandeman should be our speaker for the October meeting and
you will be able to see for yourselves how he really is a round peg in a round
hole with a very friendly, cheerful and informative manner. I believe he joined
the Air Force as a fifteen-year-old mechanic and although he retired after
completing his time, was immediately taken on as a Reserve Officer in his
present post which he hopes to keep until his 65th birthday, giving him fifty
years of service.
All those on the visit expressed the feeling that it ranked amongst the top visits
that the Society has organised. Many thanks to Russell for this, and to Bob
Dunnett for leading us.

Alan Smith.

JUST PLANE AWFUL
The world’s first fully computerized airliner was ready for its maiden flight
without pilots or crew. The ‘plane taxied to the loading area automatically. Its
doors opened and the steps came down. The passengers boarded the aircraft
and took to their seats. The steps retreated automatically, the doors closed and
the airplane taxied towards the runway. “Good afternoon ladies and gentlemen”
a voice intoned, “welcome to the debut of the world’s first fully computerized
airliner” Everything on this aircraft is run electronically. Just sit back and relax,
nothing can go wrong…nothing can go wrong…nothing can go wrong…..
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