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EDITORIAL
Hey ho October once more and the arrival of Autumn. Much moaning about
the lack of summer weather but my garden has benefited from the regular
showers.
Thanks to the enthusiasm of certain of our members we have been able to
organise a full programme of outings that have been well received by
members. We have Martyn Cook and Howard King to thank for their hard
work and organisational skills. Reports of these outings appear in the newsletter.
If you remember, we were not planning to have a Funday this year? However, our members Phil Argent and partner Jean had other ideas and bravely
volunteered to organise one after all! Together with Martyn Cook and other
willing helpers I am delighted to report that Sunday September 11th was a
great success. All this despite a dire weather forecast.
We have a double bill evening by two eminent aviators in October and details
of this appear in the newsletter.
Articles of local interest are inside once again and hopefully there is something of interest to all. John Fuller has been a member for many years and as
you can see from his interesting piece about gliding at Martlesham, his
association with the old aerodrome goes back a lot further.
Please keep your contributions rolling in folks.

theatre with tiered seating allowing everyone a perfect view of the speaker.
The costs to the society in bringing these two very special speakers is
immense therefor it is disappointing that the ticket uptake from our members
has been very poor.
The upshot of this is that in the future the committee will be rather reluctant
to stage such an event which means that you will be deprived of listening to
speakers of this calibre.
It is not to late to secure your ticket, details of where and how along with the
cost is shown at the bottom of the poster so....

come on you folks support your committee
and the society who will be more than a little
embarrassed if the hall is less than full.

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome 15 new members since our last newsletter,
they are ...

ED.

THE HISTORY OF AIR CADET GLIDING AT RAF MARTLESHAM HEATH
As 2011 is the 70th anniversary of the founding of the Air Training Corps, I
thought it appropriate to recall how RAF Martlesham Heath was once
instrumental in the training of Air Cadets.
As today, once a Cadet has reached 16 years of age, passed the required
medical fitness examination and gained the required grade and qualifications
they can volunteer to be trained to fly a glider to solo standard at the various
Volunteer Gliding Schools. These are centred at RAF stations around the
UK.. The present –day gliding Instructors are members of the RAF Volunteer
Reserve, (Training Branch).
104 VGS, (Volunteer Gliding School), was formed at Ipswich Airport during
June, 1945. Its first Commanding Officer was Flt/Lt Donald Everett.
The first VGS gliding flight from Ipswich was by Sqn./Ldr. A.R .Benfield,
who was then the District Senior Gliding Officer.
The flight was witnessed by Cadet Arthur Pryke, who was later destined to
become the last C.O. of the VGS at RAF Martlesham Heath.
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Spectacular Double Bill
Eric 'Winkle' Brown and Taylor Downing

The school moved to Martlesham Heath in 1947, where it amalgamated with
145 VGS, who had moved from RAF Boxted, near Colchester. The number
104 VGS however was retained under a new C.O., Flt/Lt Richard Pilcher,
who was the nephew of the well -known British inventor and pioneer aviator,
Percy Pilcher, who was this country’s foremost experimenter with unpowered flight at the end of the nineteenth century.
Up until 1949, all gliding training for the A.T.C. was solo. There were no
dual- control gliders used by the Corps.
The A.T.C. Gliding Proficiency Standard was the British Gliding
Association’s “A” certificate, which basically was a winch cable- drawn
“high hop”. This demanded that the glider leave the ground for 30 seconds,
following the cable release by the pilot.
In those days, the basic glider used by the A.T.C .,was the Kirby “Cadet “Mk
1. A single seat glider, which had no instrumentation whatsoever. So, the
actual training was “flying by the seat of your pants”!

Cadet Ray Fisher seated in the cockpit of a Kirby Cadet Mk.1

This wonderful evening has been arranged by your committee and is being
held at the Thomas Theatre Kesgrave High School. This is a purpose built

Training to reach the required standard required three stages, following a
successful course of ground instruction.
The first stage, was to be dragged gently over the grass by the winch cable,
where the cadet pilot had to keep the wings level and maintain a straight path,
with the cable connected.
The second stage, required a faster tow by the winch, and required the pilot
to leave the ground by as much as a five-foot hop, but again, the winch cable
was still connected.
The third and final stage, was to become airborne with the pilot releasing the
winch cable at the appropriate time, with the glider achieving at least 200-

Page 17

Page 2

300ft in height, and remaining airborne for at least 30 seconds, before landing
the glider in a straight line.
Such training lasted until around 1953, when the two-seater gliders were
introduced into service with the A.T.C.

These dual- seat gliders, namely the tandem two-seater Kirby Mk3, and the
Slingsby T21 “Sedburgh”, (known affectionately as “The Barge”). The T21
differed by having side-by-side seating. Both types had open cockpits.
With these new gliders, allowed seating for both the pupil and Instructor,
where ‘In-flight instruction’ could take place. Such advancement allowed the
A.T.C. cadets to now qualify for the British Gliding Association (BGA),
category “B” Certificate, where the trained pilot flew three circuits of the
airfield – one left hand – one right hand and the third could be either left or
right circuit, according to the wish of the pilot. Later, this changed to three
right hand circuits with a winch launch up to around 1000ft, before the pilot
released the cable, which incidentally fell to earth by means of a small
parachute. This was a far cry from the hops required and performed by the
earlier training in the Mk 1 Kirby “Cadet” glider!
The list of 104 VGS Commanding Officers were as follows:1945-1947 (when operating from Ipswich Airport), Flt/Lt. Donald Everett.
When the School transferred to RAF Martlesham Heath, the following C/O’s
were:

of the Postal system. There he helped design a working system which,
ultimately, could read a typed Postcode on an envelope then translate it into
invisible dots of phosphorescent ink which were then printed back on to the
envelope. These dots could then be read electronically from letters travelling
at up to 20mph in a high speed sorting machine. This - remember - was the
beginning of Optical Character Recognition and inkjet printing now commonplace in modern desktop computers.
Finally, on the subject of his professional activities, I must mention his
becoming part of a significant team developing the world's first fully electronic telephone exchange. Now this may sound a bit dull - but it was not dull
at all, it was very highly technical, it was completely successful, and it paved
the way for the huge range of digital telecomms facilities which are now
available.
During his career Jork gained Professional recognition becoming a Chartered
Engineer and Fellow of the Institution of Electrical Engineers - for which
organisation he took an active part in administering the Benevolent Fund.
Outside work Jork had many hobbies. He was very active in water- based
pursuits – mainly swimming and sailing. He built a 14ft catamaran in the
lounge at Bushey and only just managed to get it out when finished. He could
be a hard skipper when sailing competitively and this earned him victory in
the Civil Service Dinghy Championships in 1966 with his wife Betty as crew.
He travelled worldwide, to sunny places of course, to indulge his fancy for
swimming and diving in warm clear waters with clean sand, palm trees etc.
He had a great interest in the history of W.W.1 and was an active member of
the Western Front Association, travelling annually to Flanders and taking
part in their re-enactments and commemorations.
His passion for horticulture - begun on the family farm in Forest Row
Sussex and continued after the move to Dennington near Framlingham.
There he landscaped a considerable garden. A row of stables housed the
equipment, a donkey, daughter Jenny's horse and the tools, whilst polytunnels hosted hundreds, possibly thousands of cuttings of conifers, heathers,
Christmas trees and – of course – all sorts of edibles. Ah yes, he also made
and installed a solar powered heating system for his covered swimming pool.
I will never know how he packed all the work into days of only 24hrs.
In more recent years he tried his hand at pottery - making some very nice
pieces - and of late, watercolour painting.
Jork was a close friend for over 40 years. He was always there to discuss
problems and to give help and advice. Of late – like two grumpy old men –
we enjoyed many hours putting the world to rights, but without any responsibility for implementation.
Alan Ithell
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The Slingsby T21 “Sedburgh”

Wilhelmshaven harbour. In 1942 it was handed over to the USAAF. It was
then the home of American fighter aircraft employed as fighter cover for
American daylight raids over enemy territory.
Geoff detailed the history of Wattisham until its closure by the RAF in 1993.
As is well known it is now a base for the Army Air Corps. The RAF returned
to operate search and rescue helicopters. It is also now the home of the
Suffolk Police helicopter.
A vote of thanks was given by our President, Gordon Kinsey.
ED

Jork had enjoyed a most interesting and fulfilled life and I have included a
tribute to him below by one of his many friends.
Jork was born in Faversham, Kent, in 1927 and his early education was at
East Grinstead Grammar School. On leaving school he entered the local
Telephone Area of what was then the General Post Office - but this was soon
interrupted by conscription into the R.A.F. for 2years.There he was concerned with Airborne Radar equipment in Lancasters - a technology which
was then still quite experimental.
Around about 1959 he entered a competitive recruitment exercise to become
an Executive Engineer in the Post Office. “Competitive” in those days meant
trying for one of maybe 10 posts against a list of possibly 2 – 300 similarly
qualified applicants. He passed and his career took off in earnest.
A move followed both in home (to Bushey) and in workplace to the P.O.
Engineering Department's Research Station at Dollis Hill. There is not time
to dwell on the details of his many work activities but I will mention just 3
significant ones. His first task was to design a critical monitoring system
which was essential for the first television link from London to the Isle of
Wight. All went well.
He then moved across the site to the laboratory working on the mechanisation

1947-1949, Flt/Lt. Richard Pilcher,
1949-1950, Flt/Lt. S.W. Howard,
1950-1955, Flt/Lt. W.J.W. Oliver,
1955-1963, Flt/Lt. Arthur Pryke.
During its stay at Martlesham Heath, in 1955, 104 VGS was renumbered to
612 VGS.
I remember when I was a 16-year-old Cadet/Sergeant, in 1961, flying in a
Slingsby T21 B, “Sedburgh”, serial number: WB 927, with Flt/Lt .Arthur
Pryke as the Instructor, who I recall he sported a fine handlebar moustache!
Later, I flew with a Civilian Instructor, Mr Sayers.
A photograph of this glider is featured on page 119 of the book, “Martlesham
Heath”, written by our President, Gordon Kinsey.
The gliders, winches and all the necessary equipment required for the gliding
were housed in the “American hangar”, on the western side of the airfield,
situated between the Control Tower, and the present Suffolk Constabulary
HQ.
The gliders were maintained by RAF Martlesham Heath personnel, and one
of the glider maintenance team was one our committee members, Tom
Scrivener.
The winches and vehicles were maintained by the Station’s M.T. Section.
RAF Martlesham Heath was the home of the then, ‘Suffolk Wing ATC’,
where a full-time officer, with civilian staff, carried out the central administration of the various ATC Squadrons that were, and are still are situated in
the main towns throughout the County.
The Station hosted Annual Camps and also our annual Suffolk Wing Parade.
I was always the right- marker for my squadron, which was 301 (Bury St
Edmunds) Sqn., - I wonder why I was always chosen!! ?
The Inspecting Officer was usually the A.O.C. Air Cadets, and was often an
Air Vice-Marshal.
The Annual Wing Parade was always held on a Sunday morning during
mid-Summer ,and after a lunch in the Airman’s Mess, was followed by
Inter-Squadron Wing sports, which took place on the well-kept Station
sports field, where the current A12, Eagle Way, and the Shoppers car park is
now situated.
In earlier years, the sports events were followed by a flying and gliding
display, where the RAF, 104 VGS and civilian flying clubs would entertain
the crowds. Two surviving programmes are now in the MHAS Museum
archives, one from 1948, when held at Ipswich Airport and the other from
1950, when it was held at Martlesham Heath.
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AN OBITUARY – John Castle
Sadly we have to record the passing of one of our long-standing members.
John Castle died 20th August. He had not been well for a while.
Members will remember that John wrote an interesting piece for the previous
Runway 22, called “Odd Job For Mossie’s”.
He will be sadly missed.

ED

AN OBITUARY – JORK ANDREWS C.Eng.

F.I.E.E.
Another of our long-standing and enthusiastic members was Jork Andrews,
who died on the 8th February last.

Sadly, Air Cadet gliding came to an end at RAF Martlesham Heath, when the
Station closed in 1963. And 612 VGS was disbanded.
Suffolk Wing HQ ATC then moved to Grimwade Street in Ipswich, next to
188(Ipswich) Sqn. H.Q.
3619, (County of Suffolk) Squadron, of the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, (a
fighter control unit), lost their H.Q. too at Martlesham Heath.
For Suffolk cadets, to go either Air Experience Gliding, or Pilot training, this
now meant a long trek up to RAF Swanton Morley, near East Dereham in
Norfolk, to 611 VGS, which was under the command of Flt/Lt, (later
Sqdn/Ldr), Ron Page, who had been on the staff of 104 and 612 VGS at
Martlesham as a glider instructor.
Upon the closure of RAF Swanton Morley, A.T.C. gliding moved to the
former RAF Watton airfield, where 611 VGS are currently based, and
operate the Grob “Viking” tandem -seat, winch-launch, high -performance,
enclosed cockpit gliders.
These fibreglass aircraft are a far cry from the canvas covered open cockpit
Mk. 3, and Sedburgh T21 B.
Suffolk Wing A.T.C. was amalgamated with the then Norfolk Wing in 1972.
The new Suffolk and Norfolk Wing ATC has its HQ based in Norwich, at the
former site of RAF Old Catton.
JOHN FULLER.

PILOT THOUGHT 5-16’s WERE ADMIRING HER CUB!
A Chicago-area pilot who says she thought the pilots of a pair of F-16s
circling her were just admiring her award-winning 1941 Piper Cub will
undoubtedly get a written explanation of why they were really there. Myrtle
Rose, 75, admits she didn't check NOTAMs or even turn on the radio in the
blue-and-yellow Cub she calls Winston when she went for a hop from her
fly-in community on Aug. 5 and strayed into a presidential TFR. When the
fighters appeared, it apparently never occurred to her they might be on
official business. "I thought, 'Oh, well, they're just looking at how cute the
Cub is," she told The Associated Press. It's not clear whether the fighter jocks
attempted to escort her to an airport but it may not have done any good. Rose
headed home and the airstrip in the affluent Chicago suburb of South Barrington soon filled with police cars.

MHAS Annual ‘FUNDAY’
Our annual Open Day – or ‘Funday’ as it is now popularly known was a great
success. As has already been explained this ‘Funday’ nearly didn’t happen.
However, the weather behaved itself and people turned out literally in their
Page 5

MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Friday June 3rd and we had another bumper attendance to listen to the
fascinating story of a home-built aeroplane that flew from Crowfield to Cape
Town!
Tony Smyth and his friend, John Lusher built a Europa aeroplane in nothing
more than a garden shed. Tony related to us the epic journey in a tiny
single-engine monoplane made from fibre-glass with an 80hp Rotax aircooled engine. The flight took 14 days to complete.
There were many hazardous obstacles as they flew over Yemen air space and
on via Nairobi to Cape Town, where they were met by their wives and
families. The aircraft was then crated and shipped back to England. They
were happy to fly back by 747!
Jim Empson gave a vote of thanks and congratulated them on what must have
been a very dangerous undertaking.
July 1st and the Community Hall was once again very full as we were
privileged to listen to a talk given by Manette Crossman about the harsh and
dangerous nature of life in Holland under the Nazis during WW2.
Manette was born in Holland and listened to stories from her parents, great
grandparents, aunts and uncles who themselves lived through the occupation.
She now lives in England and is, in fact, training to be a vicar in the Church
of England. Manette believes that the history of all events during WW2
should be preserved and to that end has prepared her stories for posterity.
Several members of her family were actively involved with the Dutch
resistance organisation and risked torture and death for their beliefs.
A vote of thanks was given by our President, Gordon Kinsey and Manette
was greeted with much applause for her moving story and the way she
delivered it.
On Friday 5th August a party of 52 members of Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society visited Maurice Hammond and his private airstrip at Hardwick in
Norfolk.
Friday September 2nd. And the Community Hall was full to enjoy an illustrated talk about the history of RAF Wattisham.
Maggie Aggiss is the curator of RAF Wattisham Museum and was due to
deliver the talk. Unfortunately Maggie is due to be admitted to hospital for
an operation and her place was ably taken by a former MHAS member, Geoff
Pleasance. Geoff is a professional aviation artist and has an encyclopaedic
knowledge of the aviation history of the area.
RAF Wattisham was opened in April 1939 as a medium bomber station. On
September 4th 1939, just a few hours after the declaration of war with
Germany Bristol Blenheim bombers from Wattisham attacked shipping in
Page 14

However, the presence of a spanking new Airbus A330 Voyager brought us
bang up to date. The enormous Voyager recently arrived at Boscombe Down
for extensive evaluation before entering service with the RAF as our first
Strategic Tanker Aircraft.
The Empire Test Pilots School is at Boscombe Down. It is one of only four
such prestigious schools in the world. We enjoyed an introduction to the
work of the school and the gruelling 12-month course undertaken by pilots
from many different countries. The Flt/Lt who briefed us explained that
pilots were selected and sent to the school by respective governments worldwide. The course is for rotary wing aircraft as well and conventional fixedwing aircraft.
We noted that when the ETPS was started in 1944 the first CO was Wg/Cdr
Sammy Wroath – a former test pilot based at Martlesham before WW2. In
those pre-war days he was surprisingly a sergeant pilot when he performed
most of the evaluation and testing of the Hawker Hurricane. Not a lot of
people know that!
A visit to the enormous hangars revealed the presence of more past and
present day aircraft. Four French/German Alpha Jets resplendent in Qinetic
livery. Also much loved Hawks as well as Tornados for overhauling. A
Swedish Saab Vigen was being secreted in one corner. And what was that we
saw? Surely none other than the Beagle Bassett spotted by our previous
Martlesham visitors and still looking in immaculate condition. A Tucano was
another aircraft present. When our previous party visited 25 years ago the
Tucano was a new arrival and being stripped and evaluated. Now we were
told that the Tucano is coming to the end of its useful life in the RAF.
There was much to see and our visit to the Rotary Wing Test and Evaluation
Squadron at the other side of the airfield was another fascinating experience.
I remembered as a young National Service “erk” having a dream posting to
RAF Khartoum, which was the then home of the tropical experimental wing
of A&AEE Boscombe Down. A Bristol Sycamore helicopter was undergoing
tropical trials. What a far cry from the wonderful rotary wing aircraft of
today. But then that was 61 years ago!
Visits to the control tower and to the fire station, with its sophisticated fire
engines, completed a tiring but unforgettable day.
Our thanks to Flt/Lt Simon Sussmus for his company and for shepherding us
around. Also to Qinetiq for allowing us in the first place and to Jeff, the
photographer who photographed us at various points and to all the friendly
personnel that we met on the day.
We promised to return again in 25 years time!
ALAN POWELL

hundreds. One sensed that judging by the atmosphere it seems that they really
did enjoy themselves.
There was music aplenty, both from Steve Suttle, our excellent commentator,
who always keeps the party going, and the live music. A trio who call
themselves, “Sentimental Journey” entertained us with songs as their name
suggests. Songs made famous by singers such as Vera Lynn. Just right for the
popular retro nature of the event. There were the Highland Pipers from
Ipswich and the Boys Brigade Marching Band.
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Although the sun shone for most of the day it was unfortunately too windy
for the scheduled BBMF Spitfire to put in an appearance. It had been due at
other local events as well but the authorities always have to err on the side of
caution and safety. The weather up at Coningsby was just deemed too windy
for these valuable vintage aircraft to fly.
However, our good friend Maurice Hammond up there in Norfolk was able
to take to the air and appeared over us bang on 12 o’clock to make several
passes in his immaculate P51 Mustang, “Marinell.”
Nigel Willson and his partner, Debs. paid us a visit in person before they
made their way to Elmsett where Nigel keeps his Yak 52. They duly appeared

overhead with Debs at the controls. She made a few passes and delighted the
crowd. It was Debs who had earlier given us a running commentary when the
Mustang was overhead,
The vintage bus, kindly supplied by Ipswich Transport Society is always
popular. With Martyn Cook supplying the commentary it made several
circuits of the area. It is surprising how many landmarks of the old airfield
remain. Old hangars and, of course, the Barrack Square with the memorials
are just a couple of points of interest.
Our own Hon. Vice President, Wg Cdr, (retdt), Ken Wallis made the journey
from near Dereham towing his famous autogiro, “Little Nellie” behind his
trusty old Peugeot. At the age of 95 we are so grateful to him. What a man!
An array of vintage cars was popular and there were too many attractions to
name them all.
All in all a fun day was certainly had by all and our thanks are due to all who
turned up to support us and of course to all who took part and helped make
the day a success. Oh, and not forgetting the volunteers who put such hard
work in to ensure a successful day.

VISIT TO HISTORIC CHATHAM DOCKYARD

alright. This type of machine has never been stunted before. Very nice to fly.
A bit nose heavy and heavy on the controls, but quite quick on answering.
On 2 April he made a second flight, of 20 minutes, 5,000 ft, in the Mudros
area. He records "Practice flight and test gun and gun sight. Gun jammed
3rd position. Sight OK. Pressure gave out. had to pump to get back, tap at
bottom of pump had slacked off.
His next entry, on 2 April, 5.15 - 7.00 pm 1hour 50 minutes, 11,000 feet.
Mudros, Chanack down the Dardanelles to Cape Heller then home to Mudros.
"I set out with Wiser on a Camel to pick up 2 DH.4s over Chanack. When
we got there light was failing so we returned and did not see the DH.4s.
Wiser landed first. I followed and just as I stopped, one DH was seen coming
in from the opposite direction and down wind. I jumped out, and my machine
was hastily pulled out of the way, but we were not quick enough, for the DH.,
which coming up the aerodrome at about 70 knots, crashed straight through
my bus and knocked it to pieces and smashed itself up pretty badly. Luckily
no one was hurt.”
Source based on the entry in Bruce's 'British Aeroplanes 1914 - 1918'.
ALAN SMITH

A VISIT TO THE MOD AT BOSCOMBE DOWN – 2011

A full coach took a party of MHAS members and BT visited the historic site
of Chatham Dockyard on Saturday 11th June. We have to thank Howard King
for organising the trip and the weather was set fair for a great day out.
Chatham dockyard is located on the River Medway. For 414 years the
dockyard provided 500 ships for the Royal Navy. During the 20th century and
until it closed in the 1980’s 57 submarines alone were built here. It is now a
living museum and looking around at the absence of any modern buildings
the whole place had a distinctly Georgian and early Victorian air about it.
On arrival we were given coffee and a croissance and split into two for a
guided tour of the large area. The section I joined was hosted by a charming
woman in Victorian dress. We were taken around to be given a flavour of the
layout before being left to our own devices.
HMS Cavalier was the last operational WW2 destroyer and now stands in
one of the dry docks as a memorial to the 11000 men lost at sea during the
war. She was paid off at Chatham in 1972 and is now an open museum in her
own right.
HMS Ocelot is a submarine and was the last warship built for the Royal Navy
at Chatham. She was launched in 1962 and was finally paid off in 1991.
Those of us of a certain age thought better of trying to clamber through the
small hatches aboard the venerable old submarine and a virtual tour was
available on video.

The coach was full when on Wednesday 7th September a party of us left
Martlesham Heath at the ridiculous time of 5.30am on a heading to Boscombe Down.
This is the second visit made by members of the society. The first visit was
made in 1986 – 25 years ago. Much has changed since then. Much that is,
apart from the English Electric Lightning T4, which is still to be seen
opposite the old parade ground.
The Ministry of Defence retain ownership of the aerodrome but it is now run
and managed by Qinetiq, the company created as part of the break up of the
Defence Evaluation and Research Agency in 2001.
Upon arrival we were warmly received by Flt Lt. Simon Sussmus. We had
been warned that no camera were permissible anywhere and an official
photographer was on hand to photograph us, firstly in front of the now rather
weathered Lightning and also in front of the old Station HQ.
Then it was on to the officers mess for refreshments before Simon took us on
a coach tour of one side of this extensive aerodrome. We could be excused
for thinking that we were back again in the eighties when our eyes first fell
on a parked BAC 1-11 and then an Andover! Overhead flew one of the two
yellow Harvard’s seen and remarked upon by our predecessors all those years
ago! The other Harvard has been sold.
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In April 2010 we were entertained by Group Captain Tony Alcock, MBE
(retd). Tony lives locally and is the nephew of the late John Alcock, who
with Arthur Whitten Brown made the first Atlantic crossing in a Vickers
Vimy. Unsurprisingly the subject of his talk was “The Alcock and Brown
Story.”
Our archivist, Alan Smth, has unearthed the following story and I have
passed it on to Tony Alcock, who told me that much of it is news to him. ED

ALCOCK A.1 SCOUT
While Flight Lieutenant John Alcock ( of Trans-Atlantic fame) was serving
with No 2 Wing at Mudros in 1917 he started to create an aircraft which he
called the "Sopwith Mouse".
It was created largely from components of a Sopwith Triplane and a Sopwith
Pup. The fuselage, undercarriage and most of the lower wing of the Triplane
combined with much of an upper wing which originally belonged to a Pup.
A new center-section was made for the upper wing and a center-section was
fitted to the lower wing. The fuselage appeared to rest on top of the lower
mainplane. Two bay interplant bracing was used, and the interplant struts
converged downwards to meet the more closely spaced spars of the lower
wing. The gap was such that the upper wing was brought low above the
fuselage and interfered little with the pilot's view. The rudder might have
come from a Sopwith type, triangle fins were fitted above and below the
fuselage, with the tail skid apparently fitted to the rudder post. The tailplane
was mounted centrally on the fuselage.
Initially it was fitted with a 100 hp Gnome Monosoupape engine which was
later replaced by a 110 hp Clerget.
Alcock never got to fly his "Mouse" as he was taken prisoner by the Turks
on 30 September 1917 while flying a Handley Page O/400 on a bombing raid
on the Turks and before the machine was completed. Whilst he was in the
civil jail at Constantinople he received a message from Wing Captain Scarlet
on October 18 1917 "Your baby was taken for an airing, but is still having
trouble with teeth. She has now been fitted with new clothing. Now a great
improvement in health.”
It is believed that it first flew on 15 October 1917. It is said that it was flown
to Stavros by Flight Lieutenant Starbuck.
I have just received a copy of Starbuck's logbook in which he shows a flight
in the A1 on the 25 March 1918 when he records
"First flight on the A1, (48 minutes, 5,500 ft Mudros area), tried stunting it.
Cartwheeled both ways and spun to the right. She came out of everything
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The third vessel available for us to
inspect was HMS Gannet. She was
built on the river Medway in 1878
and was designed to patrol the
world’s oceans. She was powered by
both sail and steam and the hull is
constructed of teak planking on an
iron frame. She has recently undergone a £3m restoration.
Other major attractions included a
guided tour of the Victorian ropery.
This quarter of a mile long shed is
still available for hire for rope making. Our guide was a gent with a dry
sense of humour who insisted that the
year was 1875 and proceeded to demonstrate how hard life was for us!
Many other exhibits included a museum housing lifeboats from the Victorian era through to fairly modern but
now decommissioned vessels. A railway workshop for the train buffs and other exhibits all added up to a
fascinating day out.
Howard King is a brave man to take on the daunting task of arranging these
trips and we are all in his debt. (Figuratively speaking!). Thanks Howard.
ALAN POWELL

OPERATION MANNA
Our July meeting featured a Dutch lady, Manette Crossman. Manette, who now
lives near Ipswich, visited us to deliver stories told by her parents, grandparents
and aunts and uncles about the harsh and dangerous nature of life under the Nazis
during WW2. This was a most moving talk and prompted me to think about
“Operation Manna.”
By 1945 the food situation for the Dutch was becoming critical. People were
reduced to eating cooked tulip bulbs, sugar beet even and cats and dogs in order
to survive.
For the Germans by this time the war was lost and negotiations began with
Reichskommissar Arthur Seyss-Inuart and other German officers. Specified
“safe” corridors were agreed so that allied bombers could deliver food to the
Dutch population.
The British started first and the venture was known as “Operation Manna”, (after
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the food that was miraculously provided to the Istraelites in the Book of Exodus).
Subsequently the American operation went under the name of “Operation Chowhound”.
29th

On the morning of April
1945 before the actual agreement had been
finalised a RAF Lancaster, nicknamed “Bad Penny”, as in the saying “a bad
penny always comes back”, flew low over German defences to drop the precious
cargo over Dutch territory.
After this test flight Operation Manna began in earnest. 145 Mosquitoes and
3156 Lancasters took part and between them flew 3298 sorties. Bomber Command delivered a total of 6,680 tons of food to the grateful Dutch. No parachutes
were used and it was necessary for aircraft to fly within a few feet of the ground
so that the food parcels did not burst on impact.
On the American side ten bomb groups of the US Third Air Division flew 2268
sorties beginning on the 1st May. They delivered 4000 tons. 400 B-17 Flying
Fortresses dropped 800 tons of K-rations on Amsterdam Schiphol Airport.
Three aircraft were lost. Two in a collision and one as a result of an engine fire.
However, it is estimated that 10000 Dutch men, women and children had
perished due to the famine until the arrival of the allied bombers. For once
bombers were being flown to save lives instead of to kill.
Dutch veterans who had lived through the horrors remember the joy of seeing
waves of massive bombers flying at just a few feet. They remember seeing the
faces of the aircrew and waving with excitement and relief.
A memorial to Operation Manna and Operation Chowhound has been erected in
a district of Rotterdam. It stands on an embankment that blocks noise from
highway A20. In 1945 the ground was planted with tulips in such a way that
“many thanks” was spelt out for the crews of the British and American bomber
crews.

ALAN POWELL

STORIES FROM AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL
My late father, who was on Fleet Air Arm Buccaneers, told this story
involving a pilot on an exchange visit from an overseas developing country.
My dad was waiting for take-off clearance when he heard the exchange pilot,
somewhere, requesting a “bearing” from the tower. This was duly given and
after a few minutes a second “bearing” was requested. This was the same as
the first and after a third and identical “bearing” was requested and given, the
air traffic controller in the tower asked the exchange pilot if he had any visual
references. The pilot reported that he had a haystack to his starboard side, at
which point it transpired he was lost on the taxi-way!
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OLD AIRFIELD
I lie here still, beside the hill,
Abandoned long to nature’s will,
My buildings down, my people gone,
My only sounds, the wild bird’s song.
But my mighty birds will rise no more,
No more I hear the engines roar,
And never now my bosom feels,
The pounding of their giant wheels.
From the ageless hill their voices cast,
Thunderous echoes of the past,
And still, in lonely reverie,
Their great dark wings sweep down to me.
Laughter, sorrow, hope and pain;
I shall never feel those things again,
Emotions that I came to know,
Of strange young men so long ago.
Who knows as evenings shadows meet,
Are they with me still, a phantom fleet?
And do my ghosts still stride unseen,
Across my face so wide and green?
And in the future, should structures tall,
Bury me beyond recall,
I shall still remember them,
My metal birds and long dead men.
Now my weeds grow high; obscure the sky.
O remember me when you pass by,
Listening still, for the distant drone,
Of absent friends, returning home.
W Scott
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