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6 December '13 ................... An Audio Visual Presentation..................
'The Story of Recorded Sound'

BILL CLARK

3 January '14 .................... An Audio Visual Presentation by .............
'Wiring Maurice Hammond's P-51'

TED WARNER

7 February '14 ..................... An Audio Visual Presentation ...................... IAN WHITE
'The Liberator in RAF Service'

Jack Russell Designs

The Memorials - Barrack Square

356th Fighter Group

EDITORIAL
Well, well! What a nice warm summer for a change! Then, as I write this I
remembered that our coach trip to East Kirkby and RAF Coningsby became
somewhat damp in the afternoon! Nevertheless it was a great day and we thank
Howard King for organising it.
We were honoured to have, as our guest speaker for our June meeting Captain
Eric (Winkle) Brown, CBE, DFC, AFC. At the age of 94 he delivered a talk
mainly about the ill-fated Miles 52 jet ‘plane that was intended to allow this
country to claim the first faster than sound aircraft in level flight. Eric was a
former Royal Naval officer and test pilot who has flown no less than 487
different types of aeroplanes. Surely a legend in his own lifetime?
Another legendary aviator died on September 1st. Wg Commander Ken Wallis,
MBE, DSO was an Hon. Vice President of our society. He flew 28 missions over
Germany during WW2 and as we know, became a leading exponent of autogiros.
We miss Ken as, even in his 90’s drove down from Norfolk to be present at our
Open Days in his little Peugeot towing “Little Nellie”, the famous James Bond
autogiro. Ken was 97.
We have recently held another of our popular Open Days, (OK, Funday). Our
chairman, Martyn Cook, has written a report in this newsletter. Martyn always
says that the society exists because of the enthusiasm of all our helpers. That is
true; it is a combined effort. Nevertheless, we all know who shoulders the lions
share. Thanks Martyn!
We have another of our popular “double bill” talks again this October. Hopefully
the Thomas Theatre at Kesgrave High school will be full on Friday, 7th October.
Finally, thanks go to all who contribute to “Runway 22”. Keep ‘em rolling in!
ED

CONTROL TOWER FUNDAY
What another huge success. Every year it grows like ‘Topsey’. Looking around
we used every piece of ground that was available to us for those wanting to
exhibit or entertain us and it showed with the number’s who came along to enjoy
the event.
The weather was, let’s say, autumnal, but, apart from a heavy shower it was
sunny for most of the afternoon.
We have a well established reputation now and each year the crowds get bigger.
This is thanks in no small measure to the success of our advertising guru,
Howard King. Oh, and of course our skill in choosing the weather.
The event was opened by none other than Radio Suffolk star Lesley Dolphin.
Our President Gordon Kinsey assisted from below the balcony through a microphone link and wished every one a great afternoon. Lesley was joined on the
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President: Gordon Kinsey
Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Society Adviser
Society Advisor
Society Advisor
Society Advisor

Martyn Cook
Bob Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Tom Scrivener
Colin Whitmore
Frank Bright
Peter Thorpe

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 684636
(01473) 729512
(01473) 623853
(01394) 386612

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome the 6 new members since the last newsletter.
Robin Durrell
Keith Gaunt
Anne Gaunt
Spencer Soames
David Gay
Steven Rampley
Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047

Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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I was very pleased to read in the ‘Eastern Daily Press’ that Ken’s daughter said
during an interview that these two pistols were his pride and joy. She went on to
say that he had asked for the two pistols to be brought to his bedside in order that
they could be oiled in the correct manner.
Of course his biggest claim to fame was that he played the part of James Bond
in “You only Live Twice”. We know that the part was played by Sean Connery,
but when it came to flying those Autogyros’ there was only one man who had the
machines and the skills to play the part.
Whenever he told that story it always brought a smile to his face and to those
listening, a sign of envy in their eyes.
Yes, Ken will live forever in the history books and to those who knew him. He
goes still holding 34 records flying his mechanical babies.
I have only touched on his life but, I am pleased that I met and got to know
something of Ken and his extraordinary and at times, exciting life.
Our sincere condolences go to Ken’s family at their loss from us all here at MHAS.
Martyn Cook

Please don’t forget our ‘Service of Remembrance’

balcony by Lt. Col. Mark Ahrens from RAF Lakenheath. Mark is a Special
Forces Helicopter pilot but, he is more than that back at base. Also on the
balcony was Mr. Winston Churchill alias Alan Kempton. Alan travels the length
and breadth of the UK in his role of Winston Churchill complete with a very
realistic cigar.
Our guests on the balcony all gave a short address with Mr Winston Churchill
uttering those famous words that are etched in history,
“Never in the field of human conflict was
Picture Courtesy of...
Alan Kempston
so much owed by so many to so few.”
It was fitting that before concluding the
opening ceremony that we thanked all those
who had come along as exhibitors or as
helpers to help set the scene for the day. A
special mention was made to Steve and
Dorinda Suttle who for many years have
supplied our music and sound, interviews
and commentaries, without them the event
would not be so vocal, you know what I
mean. As in previous years and to end our
opening ceremony James Mullen provided
twelve doves, one for each month of the
year, these were released, which concluded
the opening.
There were a few new stands and exhibits this year to compliment our already
interesting exhibitors and entertainers. One was a range of static working
engines, these was very popular. The children were not left out. There was a
“Face Painting” stand along with a bouncy castle and ball pit for the very small
children.
Food, which we all enjoy on a day like this was abundant with the burgers,
hotdogs, chips, cheeses’, pies,
fudges, cupcakes, ice creams,
coffee, the list is almost endless.
The programme for the day included, The Ipswich Marching
Band, Highland Pipers, Martlesham Brass, the Sentimental
Singers who were very popular
along with the Jive Dancers who
despite having separate spots interacted with each other to the
Picture Courtesy of...
huge delight of the crowd, their
Andy Moore
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To read more about this famous aviator just type in his name into
Google. ED

Picture Courtesy of...
Alan Powell

songs and music depicted of course WW11 and got every one tapping their feet
and in some cases, dancing.
Our vintage bus, provided once again by the Ipswich & District Historic Transport Society and expertly driven by Stuart McNae made four forays into the
history of this once famous station. On each occasion there was a commentary
on each interesting point on route by Tarkey Barker and on the last trip, Howard
King. Sadly the ‘Green Goddess’ could not be with us this year as Barry
Reynolds was unwell.
Lovely to see the Chindits Mules once again brought by, Viv and John Marshall
and their growing family, they had a large amount of equipment, which they
demonstrated to those wanting to know more. Our thanks to Mark Hicks for
sponsoring the mules, Mark has always in the past sponsored a stand and again
this year had his own gardening/maintenance stand.
This is the year of the Jeep. Andrew Moore managed to put together their story
using various models creating a wonderful display as can be seen in the picture
below.

opposite Harwich.
It is a fascinating museum with no less than 14 rooms. More than one room was
dedicated mainly to the important seaplane history of Felixtowe.
Our meeting on Friday 6th September featured a talk by Mr Bill Smith of the East
Essex Aviation Society entitled, “Crashed Aircraft Recoveries in East Essex and
the North Sea.”
During the Second World War many aircraft crashed in the UK and, of course,
especially locally. German, British and American aircraft remains are still to be
found and excavated. The sea bed off the coast and the marshes are littered with
crashed aircraft and dedicated enthusiasts like Bill are keen to find them. It is
nearly always possible to identify the aircraft and discover the details of just
why they crashed. Bad weather, navigation error or just simply being shot down.
Whatever the cause there is always a poignant story behind every tragedy.
A vote of thanks was given by our President, Gordon Kinsey.
ALAN POWELL

AN OBITUARY
WING COMMANDER KENNETH HORATIO WALLIS MBE
DSO MBE CEng FRAeS PhD RAF

Likewise the vintage vehicles, which Colin Whitmore gathered together from
the Suffolk Vehicle Enthusiasts Club of which he is the Secretary, gleamed in the
afternoon sunshine, a real credit to their owners.

Ken sadly passed away on the 1st September 2013 aged 97.
Ken was a Vice President of the Martlesham Heath Aviation Society (MHAS).
He very graciously accepted the position and since that time has visited us on a
number of occasions, which we reciprocated by visiting him at his home in
Norfolk.
Visiting Reymerston Hall was like visiting a time warp. Here he treated every
visitor to a tour of his home. Many of the rooms housed all manner of mechanical devices he had built or saved at some point in time and which he thought
might become useful at some point in the future.
A small hanger situated a short distance from his home housed his beloved
collection of Autogyros’, engines and every imaginable mechanical and electrical inventions you can think of.
In another outbuilding were speedboats and engines that he had designed and
raced during his early life. You name it and Ken had done it.
His career in the RAF brought him into contact with armaments of all types. We
were fascinated when on our first visit Ken came out with these two tiny boxes
that each contained a pistol and ammunition that he had engineered himself. You
needed a 50 pence piece in order to appreciate the scale of those two tiny pistols.
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
5th

At our meeting on June
we were privileged to have as our guest speaker
Captain Eric (Winkle) Brown, CBE, AFC, DFC, Hon FRAeS
The Community Hall was packed to listen to a talk by 94 year old Eric Brown.
The topic of his illustrated talk was the subject of his recent book, the story of
the Miles M52. Britain’s attempt just after WW2 to be the first to break the sound
barrier in level flight.
Eric would have been the test pilot to fly the advanced jet aircraft but the
government cancelled the programme on the grounds that we were bankrupt. A
delegation from America asked to visit the UK to see for themselves our
development programme. The project was given to the Miles aircraft company
and they were instructed to make all the details available to the American
delegation. They were told that they would then be allowed to visit the US on a
reciprocal basis to view the American own programme.
In the event the return visit was cancelled and the reason given by Eric Brown
was, in fact, that there was no similar development programme over there.
The upshot was, of course, that the Bell aircraft company in America were able
to develop the Bell experimental rocket powered X1 which incorporated the
unique tail design and many other features of the ill- fated Miles M52.
Captain Eric Brown is a living legend who has flown every major and most
minor combat aircraft of WW2, including all the captured German aircraft. His
book, “Wings on My Sleeve” is a must read for all aviation enthusiasts. A vote
of thanks was given by our President, Gordon Kinsey.
The speaker for our meeting on July 5th was the Rev. Glynn Jones, who delivered
an illustrated talk about a missionary charity for which he is the regional organiser.
“The Missionary Aviation Fellowship” was started in 1950 with the acquisition
of a De Havilland Rapide. The organisation is still thriving today and now has a
fleet of modern aircraft always ready to fly sick people to hospital from remote
parts of the world and to provide emergency supplies to areas stricken by natural
disasters.
Glynn showed three films explaining just how it all works. We were able to pass
a bucket around during the break and £150 was raised for such a worthy cause.
By an extraordinary coincidence I had a photograph of the very DH Rapide on
my computer that Glynn mentioned and I was able to project it on the screen. I
was at Khartoum in 1950 when the Rapide was based there and it was a snap that
I took at the time.
In place of an August meeting at the Community Hall we had an outing, as we
usually do at this time of the year. We chose to visit the Felixtowe Town
Museum, which is housed in part of the old Napoleonic fort on the headland
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Thank you all for buying all of our draw tickets. Robert along with Rita, Nora
and Jill and various other helpers managed to sell them all, oh, and thank you to
all of you who supplied prizes, well done Robert, but I don’t think the London
Philharmonic Orchestra will be inviting you just yet to play the cymbals, a bit
more practice I think is needed.
Our thanks to the 356 (Felixstowe) ATC Squadron and F.O. Carolyn Garrett who
help park our visitors and kept the flow of cars moving during the afternoon, this
is an invaluable service.
What about the Spitfire? A Mk. X1X Spitfire PR version (PS 915). It looked
lovely against the blue sky and white clouds, a credit to the BBMF. Prior to its
arrival the heavens opened up and some got a soaking, but did it put the crowds
off, not one bit of it. The sun came out and so did the people. The display by
Sqd. Ldr. Andy “Milli” Millikin was truly wonderful and finished the afternoon
with every one on a high. Sadly the Hurricane was stranded in Scotland
following the very windy weather on the Saturday and was unable to get back in
time.
Picture Courtesy of...
Alan Powell

Well that’s it for another year, but just to finish, MHAS you did a grand
job, you can be justly proud.
Martyn
Chairman
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Our Archivist, Alan Smith has sent me the following wartime tragedy.
The job of the Special Operations Executive was hazardous enough
when over enemy territory without the horror of returning to England
to encounter impossible weather conditions. Some of the aircraft had
already been in the air nine hours.
ED

A Very Bad Day for the SOE 16/17 December 1943
No’s 138 and 161 Sqdn’s flying Halifaxe’s from RAF Tempsford on clandestine
missions to occupied territories dropping agents and supplies, suffered heavy
losses during this 24 hour period.
Weather conditions were bad over France when the aircraft arrived there. High
winds, rain showers and thick fog were encountered and no response from the
Eureka beacons were received on the Rebecca set. Neither were any ground
signal lights seen and no S-Phone contacts could be made.
Two of the Halifaxes were going to the Wheelwright site near Angouleme.,
LL120, piloted by W/O W.A. Caldwell and on return was told by Tempsford
that, because of bad weather there, that he should divert to either Swinderby or
Woodbridge. He decided to bale his crew out in the Spilsbury area and all landed
safely, including their pet Fox Terrier, the navigator suffering a broken ankle.
The aircraft flew on and crashed into the sea near Skegness.
Halifax DK206, 161 Sqdn , flown by F/Lt S.N.Gray, diverted to Woodbridge ,but
in endeavouring to get below the cloud base, which was now about 200 feet,
struck the ground and crashed at 05.05hrs. in Tangham Forest, killing the pilot
and two others and seriously injuring three others. The crash was reported by
one of the Woodbridge Bofors gun posts as being near them at the SE corner of
the airfield.
The Woodbridge Operations Record Book records that the weather had deteriorated rapidly and the cloud base had become indeterminate. Aircraft found it
impossible to line up on the approach in spite of flying low as 400 - 300 ft. one
could not see Verey lights or contacts long enough to make a successful approach.
There were five aircraft trying to get in by this time. The first, P/O Brown 'M' of
138 Sqdn in from Tempsford ,who had abandoned his mission when he suffered
a fuel leak and returned, managed to land at 0455 by excellent use of his Gee
set.
The other four continued to circle and tried to line up on the Verey lights and the
Occult light.
Shortly after the crash of DK206 communications with the other three was lost.
Halifax LK899 flown by F.O DR Harborow was told by Woodbridge that it was
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One of the residents, Driekus van Eck, kept a diary during the war and records
that he saw vapour trails in the sky between the clouds made by English or
American aircraft. but heard no shooting.
After about half an hour five aircraft arrived, not very high. The first one bigger
that the following four. Suddenly they start shooting. My brother and I rushed
to a ditch, he wrote. However this was not necessary as the plane started to
swing a bit and collapsed and dived straight down. A dull slap sound and the
flames and smoke rose 10 metres in the air. The other four fighters circled low
for a while and then disappeared.
"We rushed home and got our bikes and went to the place of the crash. It had
ended up on a piece of arable land along the Krommesteeg about 800 metres
away. The aircraft was totally wrecked, with pieces of debris and scattered all
around, up to 100 metres from each other. The pilot's body lay in pieces. Many
people came and took pieces of the plane. The parachute of the pilot was in many
pieces. Where it crashed was a hole about 6 metres in diameter and one and a
half metres deep. One half of the propeller was in the hole, the other half was 50
metres away. After an hour we were chased away by German soldiers.
The body parts were gathered up and buried in a box a day later by the Funeral
Director, D,J, Boeve, in the General Cemetery in grave No 3.
The area was cleared of wreckage but small pieces of aluminium still turned up
later.
The International Red Cross passed details to the US Command and in late
January 1944 a telegram was sent to his wife, Martha Curry, aged 23, who had
married Martin two years earlier. She had a one year old son.
At the end of the war, in May 1945, American burial personnel came looking for
killed Americans. They found several in the cemetery at Ede, including Dolor
Martin. They transferred them to a great collector cemetery at Neuilly-enCondroz, near Liege.
In June 1949 the mortal remains of Dolor Martin was transferred o the Catholic
Cemetery of Gloucester, USA, and reburied with military honours. His son,
Stuart, now was six and had never seen his father.
The whole story has been based on a booklet produced by Fredrik C. Paauwe
who, not only published the booklet privately, but also arranged a memorial
plaque to be set up in memory of Dolor Martin .
The Dedication of which took place on 11 November 2003 in the presence of his
son Stuart. - 60 years after his father's death.
Alan Smith
Archivist
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Munster, just across the border near Enschede and near the limit of the range of
the P-47s.
According to "The Mighty Eighth" the raid was a shambles. Two Formation of
B-17s were to attack Munster with 167 B-17s and 175 B-17s attacking Wesel
with 1 pathfinder. The whole being escorted by 59 P-38s and 342 P-47s.
Unfortunately, adverse weather with great clouds over the North Sea which made
formations difficult to fly together and so the raid on Wesel was abandoned
before reaching the enemy coast.
Problems also affected the Munster raid, The lead B-17 of a group of 21 had a
fire and drifted off course, lost height and returned. The rest of the formation
followed him. Only one B-17, dropped his bombs, 40 x 100 lb on Cleve. 4
B-17s were lost to enemy fighters.
Of the fighter escort, two were lost, one from the 56th Fighter Group and Martin
from the 356th.
Squadron records state that he is believed to have suffered from oxygen failure
and he turned back and no trace of his plane was never found. (these reports were
made at the time_).
Subsequently, largely due to Dutch citizen, Frederik C. Paauew, the story of
Martin's loss and position of his crash is now known.
An eyewitness, F.R. de Geus wrote to Martin's widow after the war and told her
what he had seen.
"At two o'clock we saw the P-47 in a steep nose dive from a high altitude to
about 200 metres being chased by four Messerschmitt 109s. Martin tried to shake
off his pursuers but failed and right above the village the Germans came within
range and hit his plane with machine gun or cannon fire and the P-47 crashed in
Bennekom.
It appears that he was the victim of NCO pilot Manfred Spork of 7/JG1 who
claimed his first (and only) victim at 1415 hrs at an altitude of 200 metres near
Rhenen (less than 10 km from Bennekom). Unfortunately Sportk was killed in
a crash with two others from the Staffel at Vollenjoven) in bad weather on 29
November 1943.
Two boys working in the fields also witnessed the crash. Their story is that while
working in the fields they saw vapour trails high in the sky, a not unusual sight
at that time. Someone then calls them and they look up and see a fighter diving
to earth follow by four enemy fighters. . It pulled up sharply and tried to shake
off the Germans, but to no avail. The boys heard the guns firing. The P-47
suddenly started to swing violently emitting black smoke and crashed into the
ground less that 30 metres from where Ecert Braafhart lives. The German
fighters returned low and opened fire on the wreckage of the P-47 and the boys
dived into a ditch.

safe to descent to 200 feet while circling over the sea. On flying over the coast
they hit one of the radar aerials at Bawdsey which broke off the port outer engine
and and part of the port wing,. The aircraft descended and belly-landed on the
mud on the south side of the River Deben. The crew evacuated the aircraft
helping the pilot and then realised that the navigator, who had been in the nose
to home them on Gee, was missing. Although the Wireless OP re-entered the
aircraft no trace of him could be found. He was found 20 or 30 min later by a
boatman at the Bawdsey landing stage. He was unconscious and although taken
to the Bawdsey sick quarters, died.
LW280 of 138 sqdn, flown by F/Sgt M Thomas, was also unable to find his target
so he returned and baled out his crew. The aircraft crashed in the sea off Harwich,
all the crew landing safely.
Halifax LL15 of 138 Sqdn, flown by F/Sgt JGA Watson, was unable to find his
dropping point and returned after 9 hrs 44 min airborne, but crashed at Capel
Green, near Woodbridge killing all on board except one.
Halifax LL119 of 138 sqdn flown by F/O RW Johnson, being unable to land
because of the weather, abandoned his crew over land and the aircraft crashed in
the sea off Harwich. There were no casualties.
Also on this day SOE from Tempsford had further losses. When operating from
Tangmere in view of the bad weather at Tempsford, two Lysanders were lost
when V9367 of 161 Sqdn crashed trying to land in fog at Tangmere, killing the
pilot, F/O JM McBride , but the two agents escaped.
Lysander V9674 o 61 Sqdn, also flying from Tangmere, crashed in fog near Ford
while diverting there, killing the pilot F.Lt SA Hankey and the two agents.
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LETTER SPOT.
Our publicity secretary Howard King was contacted recently by a Mrs
Jean Lancaster from Ipswich who during WW11 was injured by a
crashing aeroplane. The following letter from Howard tells the story.
ED
Dear Mrs Lancaster,
You will recall contacting me by ‘phone a few weeks ago, and told me the story
of how you were in Kirton, Suffolk, when you were slightly hurt when a Whitley
Mark 5 crashed into your house.
Please read on… as I have found out the following information for you.
The date as, you correctly recalled, was 3rd September 1941, the time of the crash

was 03:55.
The Aircraft was an Armstrong Whitworth Whitley RAF number Z6946 of 102
Squadron.
It had originally taken off at 20:56 the evening previously, from R.A.F. Topcliffe,
in North Yorkshire (not far away from the town of Thirsk).
It was tasked to bomb Frankfurt in Germany. Frankfurt in Germany is an
important regional centre, about 150 miles South West of Berlin.
Looking at Maps it would seem likely that the Aircraft would have been tasked
to fly from Topcliffe down the Midlands, crossing the North Sea somewhere in
the Aldeburgh area, to reduce the time flying over water, in case of a forced
landing due to mechanical damage or enemy inflicted damage. It would have
returned on a similar route.
My guess is that the aircraft was either slightly off-track on the return journey…
or it was either damaged, had wounded on board, or was short of fuel.
In which case the Pilot may have been looking to make an emergency landing
somewhere in Suffolk, perhaps at RAF Martlesham Heath, or one of the other
bases, such as RAF Wattisham, RAF Honington or RAF Stradishall, all just a bit
further inland, when he crashed at Kirton.
The large emergency landing Ground at RAF Woodbridge did not come into
operation until a couple of years later.
I do not know the weather conditions at the time of the crash. It may have been
foggy.
The official report on the crash mentions that the front of “June Cottage” was
damaged (where a 4 year old girl was slightly injured). “The Haven” was more
badly damaged. Electricity cables were brought down, and a water main was
fractured.
As you probably know Pews in Kirton Church were named in remembrance of
the crew. The Crew of the aircraft were:
Flight Sergeant Seward Terry Modeland Royal Canadian Air Force (RCAF)
service number R/56234. He was the Pilot, and aged 19 years and the son of
Seward Graham Modeland and Bertha Jane Modeland of Montreal, Province of
Quebec, Canada. He is buried in Ipswich Cemetery (probably in the World War
2 section) Grave Ref: Sec C Division 31, Grave 20.
Sergeant D M Bozer RCAF Aged 25. He was the son of Thomas Dibbe Bozer
and Margaret Edith Bozer (nee Machell) of Lennoxville, Province of Quebec. He
is also buried in Ipswich Old Cemetery, in the same area, Sec C, Division 31
Grave 22.
Pilot Officer Jackson Corwin Nixon RCAF Service number J/4756. He was
an air observer on his last flight. Son of the Honourable Harry Corwin Nixon

catapult flights from the cruiser.
In May 1941 he left the Navy and returned to Massachusetsa nd found a job at
the General Electric River Works in the town of Lynn, between Boston and
Gloucester. Here he met and befriended Phil McCullough and soon after Pearl
Harbour both joined the Air Force in February 1942.
They were posted together to Maxwell, Alabama where they met Robert
L'Heureaux and the three became inseparable friends. Del was nicknamed
"Fisheyes" because of his fisherman origin.
After 10 months training together they were posted to Marianna Field in Florida
in 1943 passed out as pilots.
In March 1943 the three friends were posted to the 360th Squadron of the 356
Fighter Wing at Westover Field, Masschusetts which was being equipped with
P-47 Thunderbolts.
During this time Del had married Martha Curry and they had a son Stuart who
was only a few months old when the ground echelon of the 356th FG was sent
to England on the Queen Mary.
After arrival at Gourock, Scotland, they were posted to Goxhill aerodrome in
Lincolnshire and were later joined by the air echelon who crossed the Atlantic
on HMS Orion.
On 5th October 1943 the unit moved to Martlesham Heath with the air component arriving on the 9th. The 361st squadron residing on the base itself while the
359th were at Kesgrave Hall ands the 360th were at Playford Hall.
On the 15th October 1943 The CO, Lt Col Rau led 34 P-47s on their first
mission, o a sweep over Holland.
On 18 October Martin flew his first combat mission on a escort mission to
Munster on the Group's 4th mission.
His second was on 22 October on the Group's 6th mission, an escort to B-26s to
France.
His third mission was on 24 October on the Group's 7th mission, a fighter sweep
over France.
His fourth mission was the Group's 10th, on 7 November, a penetration escort
mission over Belgium.
Martin's fifth mission was with the Group on their 12th mission on 11th November - a withdrawal support mission. On this mission Lieutenant Dolor Martin,
who was 28 years old and one of the older members of the 356th, was lost.
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THE FOLLOWING TELLS THE STORY OF THAT MISSION
The mission was in support of a bomber attack on the railway junction at

He was flown from Oberursel to Eschborn and back to Oberursel in a Fieseler
Storch, and was allowed to take over the controls during flight.
During the course of his interrogation Hanns Scharff had asked Malmstrom if
there was something he really wanted and if so he would attempt to arrange it.
Malmstrom replied without hesitation that he would like to fly a Bf-109!
Scharff notified the Commanding Officer of KG-27 and when the American
arrived at the Airfield in May 1944 he was given a rundown of cockpit procedures in a BF-109G. After ensuring the fuel tanks had only enough fuel in them
for 30 minutes flying - not enough to get to the Channel - he took off, did some
aerobatics and made a nice landing
On his return to Oberursel he was sent to Dulag Luft at Rothschild Park in
Frankfurt, and then on to Stalag Luft I's South Compound at Barth in Germany,
where he became the American Commander. For this duty he received the
Bronze Star Medal on return to the United States I in May 1945.
He remained in the U.S.A.F. and had many different assignments. In I February
1954 Colonel Malmstrom went to Great Falls as Deputy CO. of the 407"th
Strategic Fighter Wing. He was killed in an aircraft accident near the Base on
August 21st 1954 while flying in a T-33.
On October 1st 1955 Great Falls Army Air Base was renamed Malmstrom M Air
Force Base in honour of the man who helped train S.A.C's F-84 Jet Units.

The following account of a life full of adventure and action is an obituary to one of the former 356th Fighter Group pilots.
ED

LIEUTENANT DOLOR A MARTIN
Born on 30 June 1915 at Manistique, a village in Michigan, not far from the
Canadian border on the shores of Lake Michigan.. His family was employed in
the fishing and forestry industry. He was of mixed French-Canadian and Native
American (Chippewa} descent.
The Martin family moved to the Gloucester, a fishing village at Cape Ann,
Massachusets on the Atlantic coast where his father was engaged in the fishing
industry.
At the age of 3 he was orphaned when his father, mother and youngest sister all
died of the Spanish Flu. Dell, as he was called, came to live with an aunt.
He left high school during the depression but returned later to gain his diploma
in 1936 at the age of 21.
After graduation he served in the Navy on the cruiser USS Brooklyn in the
Pacific. He was fascinated by planes and managed to fly as an observer on
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(13th Premier of Ontario from 18 May 1943 to 17th August 1943) and Alice
Nixon. His parents lived in St. George, Ontario. Jackson is also buried in
Ipswich Old Cemetery Section C, Division 31, Grave 18. Apparently a special
memorial was raised to Jackson in his home town of St. George, Ontario.
Flight Sergeant Lawrence Milbert Bowen aged 26 RCAF service number
R/67585. He was the son of William and Margaret Bowen of Toronto Ontario
and the husband of Elsie Bowen of Toronto, like the others, he is buried in
Ipswich Old Cemetery Section C Division 31 Grave 24.
Finally, an Englishman was also on Board,
Sergeant A.F. Jaggers service number 927337 Royal Air Force Voluntary
Reserve. He was the Wireless Operator and Air Gunner, aged 26. He was the son
of Frederick William and Ann Matilda Jaggers, who lived in Clapton, London.
He is buried in the large Brookwood Military Cemetery in Surrey. Grave 25.B.11.
The aircraft tried to make an emergency landing, either because it was damaged,
or it had run out of fuel, but unfortunately crashed.
Whatever happened none of the crew either had the time, of the height, to bale
out – so it must have happened very quickly.
I hope that the above, and the attached sheet about the Armstrong Whitworth
Whitley, is of interest. If you have any further questions, or further information
please do not hesitate to contact me.
Martlesham Heath Aviation Society are holding it’s annual Service of Remembrance on Sunday 10th November, at 3:00 p.m., on The Barrack Square Martlesham Heath. This event is always very well attended, and you may wish to join
us.
Yours Sincerely,
Howard King
Publicity Secretary

Our member Peter Morris has recently returned from a trip to Holland
and sent me the following.
ED
I made a recent trip to the Netherlands to see my brother Howard. We attended
an Andre Rieu concert in Maastricht and whilst over there we also visited the
Aviadrome museum at Lelystad where there are several examples of early
Fokker aircraft. Some are original and one or two are replicas.
We also drove to the village of Steenbergen where we visited the last resting
place of Wg Cdr Guy Gibson, VC and his navigator, Jim Warwick.
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The Mosquito they were flying in came down over the village of Steenbergen
and the villagers have erected a monument in the memory of the Dambusters.

aircraft, it's three o'clock; if you're an Army aircraft, it's 1500 hours; if you're a
Navy aircraft, it's 3 bells; if you're an Air Force aircraft, the big hand is on 12 and
the little hand is on 3; and if you're a Marine aircraft, it's Thursday afternoon and
120 minutes 'til Happy Hour."
Aspire to inspire before you expire.
My wife and I had words, but I didn't get to use mine.
Frustration is trying to find your glasses without your glasses.
Blessed are those who can give without remembering
and take without forgetting.
The irony of life is that,
by the time you're old enough to know your way around,
you're not going anywhere.
God made man before woman so as to give him time
to think of an answer for her first question.
I was always taught to respect my elders,
but it keeps getting harder to find one.

Picture Courtesy of...
Howard Morris

Peter Morris... at the beautifully kept graves of Wing Commander Guy
Gibson and his navigator, Jim Warwick. Note the little model of “Nigger,”
Guy Gibson’s pet Labrador.

Wing Commander Guy Gibson was, of course the leader of 617
squadron’s “Dam Buster” raid. He was killed whilst flying a De
Havilland Mosquito over Holland in circumstances that have never
been fully understood.
ED

LET’S LIGHTEN THE TONE
On some air bases, the military uses one side of the field and civilian aircraft use
the other side, with the tower in the middle serving both. One day, at one of these
fields, a call from an aircraft called in asking, "Hey, Tower, what time is it?"
The tower answered, "Who is calling?"
The aircraft answered, "What difference does it make?"
The tower responded with, "It makes a lot of difference. If you are a civilian
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The following was contributed by our member, Derrick Thorpe. I find
it quite amazing.
ED

‘AMERICAN COLONEL PILOTS A Bf-109’
AFTER BEING TAKEN A PRISONER OF WAR
Lieutenant Colonel Einar Axel Malmstrom on 28th November, 1943 became
Commander of the 356th Fighter Group which was based at Martlesham Heath,
and was promoted to Colonel in March 1944 for his combat record. On April
24th 1944 he was shot down over France on his 58th Combat Fighter Mission.
His score at that time was six and a half enemy aircraft destroyed in the air and
on the ground.
He has also been awarded three D.F.C.'s and six Air Medals.
While at the Luftwaffe interrogation centre at Oberursel, just a few miles north
of Frankfurt/Main, his interrogator, Harms Scharff, arranged for him to be a
guest of KG-27 Luftwaffe Unit at Eschborn, where he was royally welcomed by
the Luftwaffe aces of Kampfgeschwader KG-27 for a day before being sent on
to a Stalag Luft.
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