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EDITORIAL
The sun is shining as I write this introduction to our latest newsletter and
we look forward to the summer months and a couple of interesting visits.
I would like to welcome our two new Vice Presidents. Lesley Dolphin
Professional Broadcaster with Aviation interests and Clive Stevens
WW11 Historian and Writer. Lesley opened our 2013 Fun Day and Clive
came and gave a wonderful talk at Kesgrave High school, so both are
familiar with MHAS.
It is a long time since we visited the RAF museum at Hendon and Howard
King has arranged a visit there on 4th June. For those who wish to, it will
also be possible to board the coach in the afternoon to visit Bentley Priory,
the famous former home of Fighter Command during the Battle of Britain
and the Second World War.
In place of our usual monthly meeting we traditionally enjoy an evening
visit. This year we intend to visit a recently re-discovered site of a WW1
airstrip. This is at Stowe Maries in south Essex. A recent lottery grant is
enabling the local aviation enthusiasts to restore the site. This will be
followed by a pub supper in what was a popular "local" for airmen during
the Great War.
I have included that memorable poem, "In Flanders Field," in memory of
that ghastly conflict.
Our chairman, Martyn Cook was able to deliver another upbeat report at
our AGM on the state of our society.
Martyn explained that we have recently spent several thousand pounds
improving and renovating the museum. He explained that unless we
reduced our capital reserves somewhat we may be required to pay business rates. However, never fear, we do still have a healthy bank balance!
We have not increased the entrance fee for our monthly meetings for
several years. However, booking the hall and other expenses have risen
and we have to include a small increase this year. Please note that
admission fees are now £2 for members and £3 for non-members. An
increase of only 50p!
A point raised at the AGM from a member was an entirely understandable
concern about the long term viability of the society. Many of us have
given this some thought and it is an inescapable fact that none of us will
be here for ever. Will the younger generation share our interest in aviation
history and particularly the heritage of Martlesham Heath?
Meanwhile we do have a thriving society with close on 300 enthusiastic
members. We also attract an amazing number at our monthly meetings.
Lets enjoy this moment in time! The future will be what the future will be.
Our neighbouring aviation enthusiasts at Suffolk Aviation Heritage
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Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Society Adviser
Society Advisor
Society Advisor
Society Advisor

Martyn Cook
Bob Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Colin Whitmore
Ian Lisseman
Paul Reynolds
Brian Gray

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 729512
(01473) 611665
(01473) 617685
(01394) 383163

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome the 14 new members and 2 Vice Presidents since
the last newsletter.
Frank Bell
Alan Cowham
John Parker
Norman Parkinson William Smith
Richard Talbot
Kenneth Wright
Shirley Parker
Michael Bicker
Lesley Dolphin - Vice President
Geoffrey Ford
Clive Stevens - Vice President
Peter Davies
Nick Allen
Teresa Allen
Richard Till
Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047
Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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wanted him to be comfortable, and he was. Hospice was monitoring him
with the guidance of his primary physician. I feel fortunate he was in such
good care and I was kept informed every step of the way.
Today I met with the mortuary company, Allen Brothers, who he and
mom had their final arrangements with. Dad will be interred with mom
in their ‘niche’ on Monday, May 5 at 1:30pm, at Ft. Rosecrans Cemetery,
Point Loma, CA. Since I opted to wait until both had passed for a
ceremony of some kind, there will be a short recognition at that time
followed by joining mom and dad together in their niche for life. All are
welcome to attend.
Please know that whatever had occurred is what dad wanted. His wish
since 2010 has been to join my mom and I know he is smiling today that
he finally got his final wish to be with his life partner. Yes, I miss them
both but I am happy that they are Together Again Forever.
Love, Stacey

Membership & RUNWAY 22
I hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter, Alan does a wonderful job of getting these stories into print and is to be congratulated for
always making them interesting. This month he has featured RAF
Trimley Heath which, as a child I remember passing in our car when
visiting Felixstowe, well it was the main road in those days (A45). I
always asked my father to slow down so that I could see the little
Auster parked there on the grass runway, ah! what memories.
Now for the crunch... As you read on page 2 our 33rd AGM is over
and we look forward to another year but, the newsletter will only
arrive on your doorstep or in your hand if you renew your membership, if not I am sorry but this is your last “Runway 22”.
I have included with the newsletter the New “Gift Aid” form. If you have
completed this new version then ignore it, but if not, then please take the
time to complete it and return it to JOE COX hopefully with your
membership renewal.
Should you not wish to re-join, may I be so bold as to ask that you still
fill out the form ticking the correct boxes as we can still claim for past
years and return it to JOE COX.
May I on behalf of your executive committee wish you well for the
future and should you wish to re-join another time we will be pleased
to welcome you back.
Martyn Chairman
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Group produced a paper on a what was once a vital arm of our defence.
This was RAF Trimley Heath. The fascinating story is within!
Alan Smith, our archivist has sent me another story from the past and I
thank him for that.
Please enjoy your latest "Runway 22" - and oh! - don't forget to send me
your stories, especially if they have a Martlesham connection.
ED

33rd AGM Report
Noticeably the hall was a little emptier than on a normal meeting night
with a guest speaker, but this is to be expected, although I do have some
concern with that as it should be a time where the members come and
show their support or otherwise for their committee and the society.
Sadly I began my report by reporting on the fact that our President Gordon
Kinsey was unable to be with us due to illness. We hope most sincerely
that Gordon improves, such that we can enjoy his company once again,
"we do miss you Gordon".
This was followed with thanks to all the committee members for their help
and support throughout the year.
My report went on to remind the members of yet another great year with
lots of activities and some great meetings including the "Control Tower
Fun Day", our "Service of Remembrance" and a fly by of fighters and the
Sally 'B' to commemorate the three "Eagle Squadrons" formed from US
pilots during the early years of WW11. We would not have been included
had it not been for "Eagle Eyes Barker", yes, Tarkey Barker. He made
sure that they over flew RAF Martlesham Heath as two of the three
squadrons come to Martlesham, well done Tarkey.
My report covered a number of changes to the control tower, notably a
new security fence at the rear. New heaters replacing our night storage
heaters, which I believe were inherited. The children's toilets of which
there were three have been removed and a new single toilet installed along
with a new water heater.
A big thank was shown to Russell Bailey, Alan Smith our Archivist and
to all the Wednesday gang who work tirelessly throughout the year to
ensure the museum is at it's best, well done to you all.
Sad to say we had a number of members who passed away and who now
play on a higher plain. In that number were two of our Vice Presidents,
Wing Commander Ken Wallis and Lady Jean Broom.
I do not propose to ramble on about everything spoken about, suffice to
say it was a very busy year.
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Re-Election... Three of our committee decided not to seek re-election,
Frank Bright, Tom Scrivener and Peter Thorpe. Both Frank and Tom had
been committee members for many years and have served the membership well. Peter who hadn't done quite so many years still made a
difference, particularly to the signal square and the weeds that attempted
to grow there.
Frank Bright - alias the "Mole", a name he has earned through spending
so much time down in the "Secret Bunker". Yes we know it was only an
air raid shelter but the kids like that title better than an air raid shelter and
to tell the truth so do we. The bunker in case you didn't know is akin to
the Fourth Bridge in Scotland where the work (painting) never ends, I
detract. Frank was awarded a doctorate at the Ipswich UCS for his tireless
work in keeping children an adults aware of the atrocities of the holocaust,
congratulations Frank, love the hat (Mitre?).
The remaining committee members all sort re-election and were not
disappointed. Ian Lisseman and Paul Reynolds are two new members to
the committee and just after the AGM, Brian Gray joined the merry band.
May I on your behalf wish them well in their position of responsibility.
The year ahead is forming up very well with visitors to the control tower
up both on a Sunday and in visiting groups.
Lastly, may I take this opportunity to thank each and every one of you for
all the help and support that you have given and hopefully will continue
to give, both to both myself and the society in the coming year.
Martyn Cook Chairman

RAF TRIMLEY HEATH

We have spent a considerable sum improving and renovating the Control
Tower Museum. This has reduced our capital reserves. However, apart
from modernising the museum it was necessary to reduce our reserves. It
may have been that we would have been eligible to pay business rates.
Some concern was expressed from the floor as to our future viability as a
thriving society. This concern is shared by many of us. None of us is
getting any younger and the nostalgia of the past, which, lets face it, has
probably been the driving force behind our success, is fading. The RAF
itself is changing drastically. Surely soon it will inevitably be dominated
by "drone" technology and the conventional combat aeroplane will be a
rarity.
Perhaps we are being much too pessimistic! For now we have a healthy
society to be proud of and judging by our membership, which still stands
around the 300 mark and the extraordinary attendances at our monthly
meetings, we should pat ourselves on the back.
The executive committee saw the resignation of three of our long-standing
members. Frank Bright, Peter Thorpe and Tom Scrivener are standing
down and two volunteers from the audience will take their place. Paul
Reynolds and Ron Holroyd will take their place.
After the break we enjoyed a quiz organised by Howard King. What some
of our members know!

AN OBITUARY
Another of our American veterans who served at Martlesham has
passed on and I append the following from his daughter.

RAF Trimley Heath? "Never heard of it", you may well say! Well, RAF
Trimley Heath really did exist and was a vital form of our air defence
during WW2 and the early years of the "Cold War".
In November 2003 the Suffolk Aviation Heritage Group researched the
history of this now almost forgotten, but historically important site.
Now almost hidden by trees the remains of the standby powerhouse for
RAF Trimley Heath are just visible. This was the WW2 home of a Ground
Controlled Interception, (GCI), radar station.
Radar, as we know was a vital arm in our defence throughout the war.
RAF Martlesham Heath had played its part way back in 1937, when an
Avro Anson, flying from Martlesham was able to pinpoint Royal Navy
ships, including the carrier HMS Courageous, by an early primitive radar
receiver. It was also possible to detect traces heading skywards. These
were Fairy Swordfish aircraft taking off from the deck of the carrier. This
was therefore the first British airborne interception, both on the surface

Dear Family and Friends of my dad, Marv Berger,
At 5:15pm on April 24, my dad decided it was time to move on to be with
my mom. I was with him. He had a good last couple of days having
family and special friends visit, and our conversations were still filled
with his quirky sense of humor which we and the nursing staff were
amazed. Since dad had decided to discontinue his kidney dialysis, I knew
it would be a short time before they would give out and the other organs
would follow. His last day was spent enjoying a cup of hot cocoa which
he loved to drink and some pudding. Claude and I were with him and we
never really said our final goodbyes because of our conversations were I’d
see him again one day. I told him to give my mom a big hug and kiss and
that I too would see them again when the time was right.
Dad was tired, one of the side effects from not having dialysis. Several of
his friends visited the day before, and Brandon, Skyelar and her boyfriend
Tally visited just days before and their visit was good and memorable to
him. Dad was conversing with them which brought smiles to all. I just
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Our February meeting was entitled, "The Liberator in RAF Service", and
was given by Mr Ian White.
Ian, who lives locally, has extensively researched the role of the American
Consolidated B24 Liberator. More Liberators were built than any other
heavy bomber during WW2. 18400 were built, many of them by the Ford
Motor Company.
His book, entitled, "The Consolidated Liberator", will be published shortly. Liberators supplied to the RAF fulfilled no less than 9 different roles,
from anti-submarine work in the Atlantic to the Middle East and the
Burma/India campaigns.
A vote of thanks was given by our Archivist, Alan Smith.
The Community Hall, Felixtowe Road was packed on Friday, 7th March
to hear a talk by Gordon Thorburn, entitled, “Luck of a Lancaster.”
Gordon is a prolific author and has written books on many subjects. His
latest book is entitled, “Luck of a Lancaster” and follows the fortunes of
one particular Avro Lancaster, W4964.The Avro Lancaster was the most
successful heavy bomber employed by the RAF in WW2. As with all
heavy bombers, both British and American, the attrition rate was extremely heavy. Young aircrew; many of them barely twenty boarded them night
after night to bomb targets in Germany and occupied Europe.The average
life of a Lancaster was 22.7 missions and W4964 defied all odds to
complete 107 missions.A vote of thanks was given by Alan Smith.
Another packed meeting on Friday, 4th April featured an illustrated talk
by Ian Anderson entitled, "Cardington and Airships". Ian started his
illustrated talk by talking about the evolution of the Airship.... from the
early days with flimsy craft... to the lethal Zeppelins of World War One
and the British wartime Airships of that period... through the 1930's with
the R100 and R101 and others housed in the huge hangars still visible at
Cardington in Bedfordshire.
He mentioned the Hindenburg Disaster on May 6th 1937, with the probable causes.... an event, along with the earlier crash of the British R101
Airship on 4th October 1930... which really stopped airship development
in its tracks. Cardington is still used... but often for different purposes....
An airship is now back... this time a modern, and hopefully safer hybrid
"Airlander" filled with helium is there and undergoing trails.
Ian completed the story by looking at the Buildings themselves, and future
plans for the site.
May and the occasion of our AGM. Our chairman, Martyn Cook was able
to present another upbeat report of our activities during the last year.
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and in the air, of potential enemy activity. It gave an enormous boost to
the research of what was then know as RDF, or radio direction finding,
(Radar), at Bawdsey Manor.
However, the main direction of development at Bawdsey at the time was
the urgent development of the "Chain Home," system of Radar. This of
course was highly successful during daylight hours in the "Battle of
Britain".
Enemy detection at night with the capability of guiding aircraft to their
target was urgently required and a solution was provided by the research
team at the Telecommunication Research Establishment at Worth Matravers in Dorset. A pinpoint of light on a cathode ray tube indicated the
position of an aircraft. A grid reference map was laid over the tube which
indicated the position of the target. This was the early development of
GCI and the reason for RAF Trimley Heath.
A "Type 7" GCI was deployed at Trimley during 1942/3. This was used
in conjunction with what was known as "Type21" technology developed
from the Chain Home Extra Low radar. It had improved height finding
and a range of about 90 miles and was used throughout the war. The final
GCI, or AMES Type 7 comprised a single rotating aerial array with
receiver/transmitter equipment stored beneath, with a large brick built
operations room, or "Happidrome", as it was popularly known.

Reporting room of...
“Ames Type 7 Ground Control Interception Room”
always known as the “Happidrome”
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With this system it was no longer necessary to relay information to a
central control room by telephone and plotted on a map. The whole
operation of detection and vectoring of aircraft was controlled at Trimley.
Similar stations around the coast performed the same role. It proved to be
a formidable screen through which enemy aircraft had to fly.
In the early days of the war Bristol Blenheims were employed as night
fighters, but these first flew in 1934 and were under-armed and too slow
by 1939 to offer an effective defence. RAF night-fighter squadrons were
gradually re-equipped with the formidable Bristol Beaufighter and the De
Havilland Mosquito. These were fitted with the latest British invention of
centimetric air to air radar. GCI information was relayed to the nightfighters and many successful interceptions were achieved.
In the German blitz of 1940 we were almost totally unable to offer any
defence against night time raids. However, the Luftwaffe released a
further "mini blitz" in 1943/4 in retaliation for the mounting raids on
German cities. Known as Operation Steinbock, the Luftwaffe assembled
a fleet of 474 bombers. In the space of just 5 months 329 German bombers
were lost and the disastrous operation was called off. A vindication of the
efficiency of our home defence capability.
After WW2 the station was at first reduced to little more than operational
care and maintenance. However, by 1949 the station had once more
become one of the RAF's most important radar interception establishments.
The Battle of Britain control room at RAF Uxbridge had been closed and
its function moved to RAF Trimley Heath. The operation was divided into
two sections. The Metropolitan Section and the Southern sector.
Trimley Heath became the Metropolitan Sector Operations Centre for 11
Group, that famous sector of the RAF which bore the brunt of the Battle
of Britain. It consisted of 25 squadrons and was responsible for the
control and deployment of aircraft from West Malling in Kent to Horsham
St Faith. From the Norfolk coast to the south coast.
In 1950 the Royal Commission on Awards to Inventors spent some weeks
at the station. The party included Sir Robert Watson Watt on what is
believed to have been his last official visit to an active RAF operations
rooms.
A devastating fire broke out in the operations building in the autumn of
1951. Other buildings were utilised to fulfill the function of the station
but this spelt the beginning of the end for RAF Trimley Heath. It finally
closed in 1956.
I am grateful to Suffolk Aviation Heritage Group for much of the infor-

days in solitary confinement in a camp in Poland for a serious of misdemeanours. Here he was involved in digging a tunnel. After six months it
was ready and 32 men escaped. Barthropp was the third to break out, and
he headed for Warsaw with a companion. A few days later they were
caught by the Gestapo.
On January 28 1945 the prisoners were herded from their camp and
marched westwards during the intensely cold winter. They eventually
reached Lubeck, where they were liberated in May. Barthropp managed
to acquire a Mercedes fire engine and he and a friend drove it to Brussels
via Hamburg, where they met two ladies who were happy to spend the
night with them in return for a tin of corned beef.
Barthropp remained in the RAF and to his astonishment his application in
1946 to attend the Empire Test Pilots' School was successful. After
completing the course, he tested many fighter aircraft, including the first
jets, at Boscombe Down. After a period in Khartoum, responsible for hot
weather trials of the Meteor jet fighter, he went to HQ Fighter Command.
He returned to operational flying in 1952, when he was appointed to
command the Waterbeach fighter wing, flying Meteors. During the flypast to celebrate the Queen's Coronation he led a formation of 288
Meteors. At the end of his tour of duty at Waterbeach he was awarded an
AFC.
In 1954 Barthropp left for an administrative post at the Air Headquarters
in Hong Kong, an appointment for which he had little enthusiasm. Claiming to be inadequately trained, he felt able to delegate most of his responsibilities to a junior officer and a corporal. This allowed him to take up
horse racing, and he became a successful jockey, winning a number of
races at the Happy Valley racecourse. Later, after commanding RAF
Honiley, the home of two Royal Auxiliary Air Force jet fighter squadrons,
he was made the senior administration officer at RAF Coltishall. Barthropp found administration dreary, and he accepted his release under a
"golden bowler" scheme, leaving the RAF in 1957. He used the handsome
gratuity and part of an inheritance to buy a Bentley and a Rolls-Royce
Phantom VI. Dressed in an expensive chauffeur's outfit he started to drive
the well-heeled around Britain. Over the next few years his luxury car-hire
business became very successful and he soon owned a fleet of RollsRoyces. One of his cars featured in the James Bond film Casino Royale.

Page 5

Page 14

And this, ladies and gentlemen, is the very first Fokker airplane built in
the world. The Dutch call it the mother Fokker.
- Custodian at the Aviodome aviation museum, Schiphol airport
Amsterdam.
For years politicians have promised the Moon. I'm the first one to be able
to deliver it.
- Richard Nixon, 1969
We have clearance, Clarence. Roger, Roger. What's our vector, Victor?

mation derived from their publication.
Our neighbouring fellow aviation enthusiasts are responsible for much
valuable work in doing as their name suggests, preserving the memory of
our proud aviation heritage.
ALAN POWELL

WING COMMANDER PADDY BARTHROPP
Paddy Barthropp was born during a family visit to Dublin on November
9 1920. His mother died in childbirth and Barthropp was brought up and
educated in Shropshire before going to Ampleforth. He joined the RAF
on November 1 1938 on a short service commission and trained as a pilot.
He was posted to No 613 Squadron, flying Lysanders on Army co-operation duties, and flew on operations in support of the BEF until the
evacuation from Dunkirk. In August 1940 he answered a call for volunteers to transfer to Fighter Command to help make up for the heavy losses
of pilots sustained during the significant fighting of the summer of 1940.
During his time flying on operations after the Battle of Britain, Barthropp
did not neglect his social activities. He managed to acquire a two-litre
Lagonda in exchange for 400 gallons of 100-octane aviation fuel. His
groundcrew fitted a 25-gallon tank under the car's back seat, and this, he
later said, "gave me an extra supply of juice to keep me ahead of the game
when I set off for pastures green". One evening he wrote off the car in a
collision with a London taxi. On another occasion he and a colleague were
fined £1 for assaulting the proprietor of the Red Lion Hotel, Hounslow,
after they were refused entry to a dance. When Barthropp called the
magistrate a "silly old bastard", the fine was doubled.
Barthropp's time as an instructor afforded ample opportunity for lowflying, beat-ups and a hectic social life in Shropshire. Addicted as he was
to fast cars and lively ladies, he saw himself as the sworn enemy of stuffed
shirts and unsympathetic authority. Returning from a particularly uproarious party at Oswestry, he drove his latest car into a lake after missing a
turn. This proved to be the last straw for his commanding officer, who
decided that Barthropp was not setting a good example to the students,
and arranged for him to be sent back to an operational squadron. On May
12 1942 he accordingly drove his newly-acquired drophead Rover to
Hornchurch to join No 122 Squadron. Five days later, he was shot down
and taken as a POW. Over a period of 18 months Barthropp spent 100
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RAF TRIMLEY HEATH FROM THE AIR
November 1949
at the peak of it's Developement
Spare a glance over to the left as you travel towards Felixstowe on the
old A45 65 years on. You may catch a glance of the remains of the
"power house" (arrowed)
Photos courtesy of "Suffolk Aviation Heritage Group"
The following was submitted by our archivist, Alan Smith
On December 13th at 9:30am a giant Handley Page (V1500 type) left
Martlesham near Ipswich for a flight to Karachi. The plane was originally
built to bomb Berlin.
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She carried six passengers including, General McEwen. The pilots were
Major Archibald S. MacLaren MC AFC, Capt. Halley AFC, the other
three were sergeant-mechanics.
After crossing the Channel, the aeroplane, which had been named HMA
"Carthusian” ran into a bank of fog and had to descend to Le Bourget near
Paris. The stages of the flight were expected to be...
1. Martlesham to Le Bourget, near Paris
2. Le Bourget to Miramas, near Marseilles, 650 miles from Ipswich
3. Miramas to Otranto, Southern Italy, 880 miles
4. Otranto to Cairo, 1,170 miles
5. Cairo to Baghdad, 875 miles
6. Baghdad to Bandar-Abbas, Persian Gulf, 870 miles
7. Bandar-Abbas to Karachi, 692 miles
Had Karachi been reached, an eighth stage of the flight would have been
made from Karachi to Delhi, making a total of 5,800 miles.
The aeroplane had a wing span of 127ft. and weighed with fuel and
passengers 27,000lbs. It was powered by four Rolls-Royce "Eagle" engines, which give it a speed of 80mph in calm weather. The fuel capacity
of 1,200 gallons was sufficient for nearly 16 hours' of flight.
Major MacLaren had twice previously flown a Handley Page bomber to
Egypt.

LETTER SPOT
Bob Dunnett has received the following letter of thanks from the
missionary organisation, Mission Aviation Fellowship, "Flying For
Life", who gave us a talk recently. We passed the bucket round and this
is the result.
Dear Mr Dunnett,
Thanks so much for the gift of £130 from Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society, which will enable us to continue helping people who are isolated
by distance or by natural obstacles. Please thank all the members for their
support.
MAF has the privilege of supporting the work of, "Friendship in Bangladesh." Its a ministry that runs three floating hospitals which provide vital
healthcare for those who live along the riverbank - people who can only
receive medical treatment through the doctors on Friendship's floating
hospitals.
Tania, a 14 year old who received horrendous burns on her neck and
throat when an electric cable fell on her, was operated on by one of
Friendship's surgeons and can now blink, eat, move and play again.Tanya,
who is no longer an outcast in her village is delighted.
MAF's amphibious Cessna Caravan aircraft enables doctors, medical
supplies and personnel to reach the hospitals safely in areas where roads
are unusable or non-existent.
We are so grateful to God that the aircraft's recent engine overhaul went
smoothly. Please pray that, through this 'plane, we will continue to be a
great blessing to the people of Bangladesh.
Yours sincerely,
Ian
Ian Oliver, Supporter Relations Manager.

LETS LIGHTEN IT UP A BIT

B9464 at Martlesham Heath
as delivered from Cricklewood
August 1918 (G. S. Leslie)

Our headline ran, "Virgin screw British Airways." We'd have rather
preferred 'British Airways screws Virgin,' but we had to run with the facts.
— News Editor, 'The Sun' newspaper
Airline PA: Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to Glasgow, we hope you
enjoyed your flight and thank you for flying Easyjet. If you didn't enjoy
your flight, thank you for flying Ryanair.
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We must also thank Margaret and John for help in the production of our
advertizing leaflet. They have an advertisement on center page for which
they contribute to printing coasts.
We will probably have another Quiz Night next year, I will keep you all
informed- you may like to join us?
Bob Dunnett
1914 - 2014 One Hundred Years Since The Start of The Great War.

John McCrae, May 1915
During the early days of the Second Battle of Ypres a young Canadian
artillery officer, Lieutenant Alexis Helmer, was killed on 2nd May, 1915
in the gun positions near Ypres. An exploding German artillery shell
landed near him. He was serving in the same Canadian artillery unit as a
friend of his, the Canadian military doctor and artillery commander
Major John McCrae.
As the brigade doctor, John McCrae was asked to conduct the burial
service for Alexis because the chaplain had been called away somewhere
else on duty that evening. It is believed that later that evening, after the
burial, John began the draft for his now famous poem “In Flanders Fields”.

The Journey
Handley Page V/1500 J1936 ‘Old Carthusian’ left for India., piloted by
Mjr ASC MacLaren, witth co-pilot Capt. Robery Halley with Brig-Gen
NDK McEwen as a passenger, and crew members Sgt Smith, Crockett &
Brown.
They were delayed at Le Bourget for several days by fog, but then
continued on 15th to Beaune where more fog forced them down.
Continuing fog prevented the crew getting away from Beaune until the
18th., when they took off hoping to reach Rome via Mareseilles, only to
be forced to land at Pisa by heavy rainstorms, reaching Rome at Centrocelle on the 19th. Misfortune continued to dog J1936 as it headed for
Otranto on the 19th when strong headwinds reduced fuel state and it
landed at Catana, Sicily and sank up to its axles in the muddy field there,
almost tipping on to its nose. As Halley later remarked 'It took the Sicilian
Army, led by a General, a whole day to dig us out ...' The next port of call
was Malta, from where the V/1500 crossed the Mediterranean to the
North African coast and almost immediately had a reduction gear crack
up. Altering course towards Alexandria, a second reduction gear gave up
the ghost between Sollum and Matruh, leaving MacLaren with only two
engine functioning and necessitating a landing on some scrubland.
Bribing some local Arabs with a gold sovereign apiece to fetch help from
the British garrison at Matruh, the crew spent the night huddled under the
HP's wing and inside the fuselage, keeping out the cold by imbibing
bottles of champagne which McEwen had brought with him.
Help arrived next day from Matruh, from where the crew travelled by rail
and road to Cairo, arriving at the famous Shepherds Hotel in the early
evening of Christmas Day, in time to join the customary festive celebrations. Over the next few days an RAF working party from Aboukir
repaired Old Carthusian and, on 1 January, it was flown to Cairo and
housed at Heliopolis, finally leaving the fleshpots of Cairo on 8 January.
MacLaren reached Baghdad next day – after two forced landings in the
desert en route – and two days later flew on to Bushire, only to suffer yet
another forced landing at Ahwaz on the way. Landing alongside a large
formation of cavalry and horse-drawn wagons, the V/1500 caused a near
stampede of these troops, and leaving McEwan to mollify an irate
General who had been about to inspect this parade !
From Bushire, the next leg was to Bundar Abbas on 12 January but a
strong head wind reduced their speed to 50 mph and they had to land at El
Amara with a disintegrated wind vane on a fuel pump which could not be
repaired until they reached Bandar Abbas. After using hand pumps, with
frequent landings all along the north coast of the Persian Gulf they
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The war to end all wars!
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

reached Bandar Abbas. The following day, on the 13th, the wind had
dropped and they set out for Jask. Hoping to reach Karachi in a single
stage the next day, but after making fair progress along the coast of
Baluchistan on the 14th, the port rear engine overheated and seized up,
blowing off one cylinder, and eventually the reduction gear broke away
taking the four bladed propeller with it, fortunately without serious damage to the wings and the latest forced landing was made safely on a spit of
sand at Ormara. 150 miles from Karachi From here McEwen , suffering
from sunstroke, was taken away by a Royal Indian Navy sloop, the
Britomart., On the 15th after discarding most of their load of spares,
equipment and clothing to reduce weight, MacLaren took off on three
engines heading for Karachi. True to form, an oil pipe broke on the
starboard rear engine, leaving just one engine functioning on each side,
but McLaren reached Karachi on the remaining two on 15 January 1919,
landing by the light of some ground flares. The intended destination had
been Delhi, but J1936 remained at Karachi for five weeks while new
Eagle engines were installed and extensive overhauls carried out, during
which period 'Archie' MacLaren returned to England, leaving Halley in
charge thereafter. Eventually Halley completed the planned flight by
landing at Delhi on 23 February.
After weeks of giving joy-rides to local Indian VIPs and others Halley
flew J1936 to Lahore on 17 March where it was apparantly dismantled.,
its job apparently well done.
A Handley Page O/400, C9700, had arrived in India three weeks previously, flown by Brigadier General A.E. Borton, and had been sent to Lahore
with the intention of intervening in Afghan hostilities on the North West
Frontier, if possible by bombing the rebellious Amir Amanullah's stronghold at Kabul, but in April the O/400 was wrecked on the ground by a
sudden storm and only the V/1500 was left to do the job, although it had
been judged incapable of climbing over the Khyber Pass with maximum
fuel load in addition to several 250 lb bombs. Nevertheless, on 24 May
1919 , Captain Halley and his observer Lieut Villiers took off at 3,00 am
and climbed precariously over the Pathan Hills to Jalalabad, where they
found a tail wind to speed them to Kabul. They spent ten minutes over the
target and scored several direct hits of the Arsenal, incidentally breaching
the outer wall of Amanullah's harem. With their load lightened , they
returned safely to Risalpur after a round trip of some 400 miles over the
most difficult terrain in the world. This was the first and only warlike
action taken by any V/1500 but it was so effective that it ended the revolt,
and, in a political conference later at Rawlpindi, the Afghans were reported to have been 'very much impressed'.
J1936 was not flown again because of termite damage to the wing spars

but its fuselage survived for some time as the squadron office at Risalpur.
The only other time that the V/1500 was prepared for war was on 9
November 1918 when two aircraft at Bircham Newton with 166 Squadron were loaded with 1,000 lb bomb loads with the intention of raiding
Berlin, but weather conditions forced the leader, Lt Col R.H. Mulock, to
postpone the raid for 48 hours and the Armistice on 11 November prevented the raid from taking place.
Martlesham had another involvement because the the first prototype, B
9463, was flown on its first flight by Captain Vernon Busby, a Martlesham test pilot ’ of Herculean physique but tender years ‘ on 22 May
1918. from Cricklewood. He continued the testing but on its thirteen
flight , on 8 June Busby announced his intention of climbing to 10,000
ft. After taking on board four passengers comprising a second mechanic,
Colonel Alex Ogilvie. and his assistant Bertram G. Cooper, together with
George A. Cooper of Harland & Wolff, the builder of the aircraft .
Heading north, Busby climbed to 1,000 ft over Golders Green and then
turned west. The engines were heard to stop, possibly through fuel
starvation of all four engines. Busby attempted to turn back but, still
being in a climbing attitude, stalled and spun into the ground, fortunately
on to allotments and not on the adjacent houses. Busby, Hathaway,
Bertram Cooper and the second mechanic who were in the front of the
aircraft were all killed instantly before fire broke out. The other two on
board were saved through being in the tail cockpit, although not burned
and quickly rescued. Colonel Ogilvie suffered a broken arm and severe
bruising, but George Cooper had severe head injuries and died within ten
minutes.
ALAN SMITH.
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Quiz Night at THE DOUGLAS BADER
Once again the MHAS are indebted to Margaret and John Barrett, owners
of the Douglas Bader Pub/Restaurant. The MHAS were invited to be the
beneficiaries of one of the Douglas Bader Quiz Nights, I accepted graciously and the night was a great success. We had an MHAS team
consisting of myself, Colin and Elaine Whitmore, Alan and Jill Powell,
Martyn and Howard, team name "22 Squadron" Air Sea Rescue. Out of
14 teams, we came 7th mainly thanks to Elaine and Howard, the rest of us
supported as best we could !! At the end of a very enjoyable evening I was
presented with a cheque for £400-once again thank you to the Douglas
Bader.

