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EDITORIAL
The sun is shining and I know that her indoors is right. I should be in the garden,
but another newsletter deadline is looming!
We are very pleased to announce the society has a new President, Mr Richard
Barker. As you all know, we sadly lost our late president Gordon Kinsey last
December and an obituary for Gordon appeared in the February edition of
"Runway 22". Richard has been a Vice President for many years and was invited
by the new 2015 committee to become the new MHAS President. We were very
pleased that Richard has accepted our invitation. More on that on page 13.
A very warm welcome to Air Commodore Mike Bettell OBE RAF (Rtd). Mike
has agreed to become a Vice President of the MHAS. Mike gave us a wonderful
talk in February this year (see page 15 Monthly Meetings Roundup).
I reported in the February newsletter that it sadly contained several obituaries
and this issue is another along the same lines.
Our stalwart founder member, Russell Bailey died suddenly in January and we
just missed the February "Runway 22" deadline. Martyn Cook has written an
obituary in this edition for our old friend Russell.
Another prominent member died in March. Major General Donald Strait was
one of our honorary vice president's and he died in March. Don, or the General,
as he was often known as, was born in 1918, so, as we say over here, "he had a
good innings!" An affectionate life story by a member of his family is included.
We always report the passing of our members in our website, www.mhas.org.uk
so you may well have read these obituaries.
On a lighter note I have included a story by Air Commodore Robert Lightfoot.
This appeared some time ago in our former website, but never in a previous
newsletter.
Other stories and an advanced notice of our forthcoming and ever popular
"Funday" are inside.
Its all there folks! Hope you will enjoy? Please keep your stories coming in.

Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Society Adviser
Society Advisor
Society Advisor
Society Advisor

Martyn Cook
Bob Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Colin Whitmore
Ian Lisseman
Paul Reynolds
Brian Gray

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 729512
(01473) 611665
(01473) 617685
(01394) 383163

Membership Secretary Report

ED

2015 Control Tower Fun Day
Work has begun preparing for this years Control Tower Fun Day.
This year commemorates the 70th Anniversary of Victory in Europe and Japan.
We have been approached in the past and reminded that we do not talk enough about
the Japanese campaign.
However, for many years the Chindit mules have been present at our Fun Day and
of course Bill Smith whose father was a Chindit soldier has also been present,
dressed in a Chindit soldiers uniform.
Our January meeting this year saw Bill talk about the life of a Chindit soldier. Bill
brought with him all of the Chindit’s uniform along with all the equipment they
carried including guns and knives, some of the equipment was Bill’s fathers.
During his talk he referred to the leaches which plagued the soldiers day in and day
out. Bill produced a jar with, yes you have guessed it, a live leach, sorry I digress.
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I would like to welcome the 10 new members since the last newsletter.
Raymond Hooper
Susan Hooper
Peter Balm
Jean Cox
Frank Cox
James Branch
Allan Dewhurst Stephen Holton
Janet Saunders
Andy White
Air Commodore Mike Bettell OBE RAF (Rtd) - Vice President
Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047

Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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Membership & RUNWAY 22
I hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter. Alan does a wonderful
job of getting these stories into print and is to be congratulated for always
making them interesting.
Now for the crunch... With our 34th AGM over we look forward to
another year but, the newsletter will only arrive on your doorstep or in
your hand if you renew your membership. So, why not take the opportunity to rejoin as soon as possible (details on page 22).
Should you not wish to rejoin may I on behalf of your executive committee wish you all the very best for the future.
However, should you wish to re-join sometime in the future we will be
pleased to welcome you back.
Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary
3 June '15 .…... Outside Visit to Cosford Aviation Museum… 7:00AM START
“Leaving from Greshams Car Park”

5 June '15 ....….….….... An Audio Visual Presentation …….…...

DAVID LEGG

“Catalina's - Past, Present & Plane Sailing”

3 July '15 ...….….......... An Audio Visual Presentation .…….... ROGER BAILEY
“Test Pilot for the Shuttleworth Collection”

7 August '15 .….….….………....... Evening Visit ……………..

5:00PM START

"Bottisham Airfield, Museum & Buffet"

4 September '15 ………..…. Guild of Aviation Artists.……….... CHRIS FRENCH
“My Aviation Art”

2 October '15 …….... The Story of a WW11 Polish Pilot ........ Krys Lanowski
“The Story of Krys Father Flying with the RAF & USAAF”

10 October '15 … Visit to the Midland Air Museum Coventry… To Be Advised
“A Full Day’s Visit - Details Later”

6 November '15 .……….... An Audio Visual Presentation ……... Clive Denny
“Displaying & Formation Flying”

8 November '15 .……….... Service of Remembrance …..……... START 3:00PM
“Barrack Square - Martlesham Heath”

PHIL HADWIN
4 December '15 .……….... An Audio Visual Presentation …..……...
“The Amy Johnson Story”
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The task of setting up on the day has been left to a small minority of members
and non-members, sadly the number gets smaller each year. So this is a plea to
you, we need your help. Please, if you would like to help on the day, even for
an hour or two, perhaps three, we would be most grateful. I ask that you contact
either Robert Dunnett or myself so that we can add your name to the list of helpers.
This year we will have a visit from the BBMF Dakota subject of course to the
weather and serviceability, that will be some thing to look forward to. Plus of
course some of the old favourites. The bus trip around the heath along with our
guide to point out all the old airfield buildings is just one of those favourites.
Thank you in advance for any support you can give.
Martyn & Robert
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The following most interesting career story has been on our web site,
(www.mhas.org.uk) for several years, but has never featured in a "Runway
22."
The story will be published in two parts. The second part will be included in
our October "Runway 22".
Unfortunately we have lost contact with Robert Lightfoot. If anybody out
there knows of his current whereabouts we would very much like to know.

FROM MARTLESHAM TO MUSCAT - 1943 - 1996
A Flying career : Air Commodore Robert Lightfoot
I have spent the large part of my life flying: in the military from the Piston
Provost to the Tornado and in civil aviation from the Tiger Moth to the Boeing
747. This flying career began at Martlesham Heath. It is this Martlesham
connection that leads to this article following a prompt from Bob Metson who is
one of our MHAS members.

Fairchild Industries, every golf course he teed up on, or in his personal life.
Don married beautiful Louise Lyon in 1945. Their marriage of 55 years, till Louise’s
death in 2001, produced three children, six grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren. He made sure his children's education exceeded his high school degree and
saw them graduate from college and graduate school. He did the same for his
grandchildren and attended their graduations as well.
He mentored aspiring airmen, baseball players, golfers, builders, etc. They were
good. He told them they could be better. He worked to be the best and wanted them
to do the same.
Enlisting in the 119th Observation Squadron Army Air Corp in 1940, he earned his
wings and commission in three years. Assigned to the 361st Fighter Squadron and
356th Fighter Group stationed at Martlesham Heath, England, Don piloted the P-47
and P-51 fighters. His drive to be the best scored him the honour of Top Ace of the
Group, having downed 13 1/2 German aircraft during 122 combat missions. On one
of those missions he earned the Silver Star.
After World War II Don rose to the rank of major general while serving in the New
Jersey Air National Guard and became its commander. He graduated from the Air
War College, and President Eisenhower appointed him deputy assistant secretary of
the Air Force Reserve and ROTC. He went back to active duty for the Korean and
Vietnam Wars, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and the Berlin Crisis (flying the RF-84F
Thunderstreak).
The general entered civilian life in 1968 after 38 years serving his country. As vice
president of Fairchild Industries he applied his piloting experience and aviation
knowledge to the development of the A-10 fighter bomber.
Finally, retirement from Fairchild freed The General to command the golf course. In
1981 he and Louise settled in Foxfire, where he joined the National Country Club,
was a two-time Moore County Senior Champion, maintained a single digit handicap,
and at age 95 still played a few holes now and then.
Online condolences may be made at www.bolesfuneralhome.com.

My parents chose to move to Martlesham during the war from the small mining
village of Audley in Staffordshire. There, the bombing risk came from near
misses on the factories in Crewe and if there ever was a hit near our house I was
too young to remember. In Martlesham however, at the very young age of four
years I can recall the excitement of watching the Luftwaffe flying low over our
house in Bealings Road and often chased by our fighters. The V1 was an equally
exciting, albeit frightening, event but fortunately they were very rare. Waiting
for the explosion after the pulse jet engine had cut out was an experience well
embedded in my memory. Our protection was a steel frame in the house under
which as many as possible would crawl but there was one between two houses
and after my brother Ken, David Cook from next door and I had crept in there
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William Hurley Jr, 356th FG
We have been informed of the passing of another of our American veterans.
Captain William Hurley was assigned to the 361st squadron of the 356th Fighter
Group, USAAF from May 1943 to February 1945.
He performed 86 combat missions for a total of 321 hours flight time. He won three
confirmed victories in aerial combat, including one in collaboration and one on the
ground. Sadly we have no further information about William Hurley.
Unfortunately William Hurley was not known to us.
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he had corresponded with during his absence will serving his two years National
Service. They remained happily married for over 60 years.
Married life was spent at various address in Ipswich settling in Horsham Avenue in
1964.
Russell briefly joined the railways working first in Saxmundham and then Ipswich.
Once again Russell's job turned into a hobby and railways became another part of
his spare time activity.
It was his move to William Cory's which started his career in the oil industry. He
later worked for Shell and BP until he retired at the age of 55 years.
Russell's enthusiasm for aviation was his No.1 hobby and he became a member of
the MHAS at the very start.
He later joined the committee and arranged our outings for many years which were
hugely popular. He also became our Treasurer a position he held for many years
until he retired from committee service.
The Control Tower museum then became Russell's forte. He became the Museum
Manager, the position he held until his untimely death. I say untimely because
Russell was such an active person. Yes he had health issues, but bore them well
enjoying walking and visiting aviation and railway events regularly.
Russell was a quiet man, dedicated to his family and dare I say MHAS. We that
knew him will remember a quiet but determined man who would put his point over
if he felt strongly about an issue, but quick to listen if someone had a better idea.
Rest in peace Russell, you will not be forgotten.
Martyn - MHAS Chairman

AN OBITUARY - Major General Donald J Strait
We have received the following affectionate life story from the family of one of our
American friends. To Don Strait Martlesham Heath was always very dear to his
heart. Those young American boys learned to fly in the usually clear blue skies of
Georgia only to arrive in England and our notorious maritime climate. As Don, often
said, "It made men of us."
He was always a great friend of the members of Martlesham Heath Aviation society
and appreciated our commitment to always remember those epic years. We owe a
great debt of gratitude to Don and his comrades.
Don made several trips over here to Martlesham Heath in the autumn of his life. He
would always stay with Robert and Rita Dunnett saying, "please make sure that 'gal
Rita makes me an English trifle!"
Donald Jackson Strait, AKA Don, Dad, Grampy, Ace, The Tiger, and always “The
General," died at home with his family on Monday, March 30, 2015. Though he
passed peacefully he tried his best to postpone the event. He wanted to go to the
United States Capital May 20 ceremony to receive his Congressional Gold Medal,
and of course to usher in another Yankee season.
Born April 28, 1918, in East Orange, N.J., he packed his 96 years with successes and
honors whether on the Verona High School baseball team, in the U.S. Air Force,
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was no room for adults! Readers who lived on the base might like to note that
this house, in common with many rural Suffolk houses at the time, had no mains
water or drainage utilities. A consequence of this bombing was a number of
UXBs in the area and my career might well have never started as finding these
weapons was a popular activity for young boys in the village – my friends and I
took appalling risks through complete ignorance of what might happen.
Perhaps influenced by the V1 experience, later in life I made a model pulse jet
engine and I’m somewhat lucky to have survived the hazards of blowlamps and
pressurised paraffin on bench test runs! Another vivid memory of the war years
is the day the sky darkened in 1944 when the fleet of tugs and gliders set off for
Arnhem. Another opportunity to see and feel the addictive nature of flying was
a visit to Debach airfield over the A12 from Woodbridge. There the USAAF
operated 4-engined bombers and the public road was close to the dispersals. The
aircraft were B17 I presume and it is somewhat ironic to recall that my mother
often reminded me that I was frightened by these large machines.
School began in the local primary school in the lane opposite the Red Lion
Public House. The school operated for many years until the village was divided
by the sale of RAF Martlesham Heath but it is now a private house. Miss Hay
was an exceptional headmistress and that school was a vital key to my later life.
Only two of my year managed a pass in the test for 11 year olds (apologies if my
memory omits others) and I was off to Woodbridge School where life was very
different indeed.
British schools have a good military ethos and the Combined Cadet Force (CCF)
was a significant part of the syllabus and I joined as soon as I could. I had one
uncle with a meritorious career in the Royal Navy Chief Petty Officer Horatio
Brown but no other family connections with the Armed Services until elder
brother Ken Lightfoot joined the British Army under the National Service
provisions. He enjoyed two years in Cyprus during the EOKA emergency
serving in the Suffolk Regiment. The RAF section of the CCF was the root of
my lifetime attraction to flying. In the school grounds it was possible to ground
hop a glider with a bungee pulled by the boys who were sometimes more
mischievous than disciplined. This resulted in one crash into the rugby posts but
no injury to the pilot. The idea was to limit the aft movement of the stick through
a stop mechanism but this was easily overcome! I recall another aviation event
at the school that was potentially catastrophic but luckily no one was hurt when
a fuel tank was released from a USAF fighter and it landed on the main pathway
in the grounds just before break time when many boys would have been using
the path. The American presence in the area remained strong with the twin bases
of Bentwaters and Woodbridge. Their approach paths crossed the village of
Martlesham and the succession of latest fighters made excellent viewing. On the
ground, the A12 through the village was heavily used by the personnel from the
bases and gave us boys an insight into the huge difference in styles of British and
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US automobiles.
Real gliding was available at RAF Martlesham Heath and this facility has been
well described on this website by Peter Bowen. I soon became drawn to the
gliding school and stayed on after obtaining the A and B certificates for solo
circuit flying a few weeks after my 16th birthday. Nearly every weekend I rode
to the base on my bicycle – check over the launch winches (ex barrage balloon
winches) and do as much as possible to assist the CO and other instructors in
getting everything ready for the day’s flying.

Downing, Jennie Jewkes, Michael Darby and Mick Ritchie.
The chairman then turned his attention to the trustee’s (committee). It would be
impossible to have a society such as ours without the support of a dedicated
committee. Robert Dunnett - Vice Chairman, Peter Durrell - Treasurer, Alan Powell
- Secretary/Newsletter editor, Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary, Joe Cox Membership Secretary, Howard King - Publicity, David Bloomfield - Clothing,
Peter Morris - Refreshments, Colin Whitmore - Clerk of Works, Ian Lisseman Museum Manager, Brian Gray and Paul Reynolds. Each was thanked for their
support they gave during the year.
There are a number of other members who support our monthly meetings, Tony
Crunden, Roy Gammage, Frank Bright come to mind. If I have forgotten to mention
you please forgive me.
With another great year to look forward too, work has already begun on arranging
speakers and visits.
With that the Chairman wound up the 2014-15 year and handed the meeting over to
Vice President Alan Smith for the election of the 2015-16 Trustee’s.
The new committee members can be seen on page 22, there are no surprises however.

Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman

Russell Bailey 1929 - 2015

As cadets, we were allowed to operate the V-8 powered winch and that was often
our job for most of the day until near the end when we would have one or two
flights in the T-21 side by side or the in-line two seat T -31. These winches had
a basic wire mesh in front of the operator for protection from the cable drum but
what would today’s Health and Safety inspectors make of the idea of young lads
left alone with such machinery? Much later in life I was required to make a
judgement on the qualifications for winch divers and this experience helped me
to keep matters as flexible as possible. Arthur Pryke was the CO, Ron Page and
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A Tribute to a Loyal & Hard Working Member
Sadly we say goodbye to another original member of our society, Russell Bailey.
Russell past away on January 18th 2015 in the Ipswich Hospital after a very short
stay. He was expected to leave after a short medical procedure, but sadly Russell
past away due to other contributing problems, a huge shock to his family and to the
MHAS.
Sadly our newsletter Runway 22 had already gone to print and therefore we were
unable to inform you the members until now although those attending the February
meeting were of course informed.
You may recall in the February newsletter I wrote an obituary for our President Mr
Gordon Kinsey. In that obituary I told you about a meeting that took place on
Martlesham Heath prior to the formation of the MHAS. Russell was at that meeting
and has remained a loyal hard working member ever since, but more on that later.
Russell was born in Sternfield in Suffolk and during WW2 was an evacuee living
close to Sudbury in Suffolk. It seems strange that Russell was evacuated as
Sternfield is a quiet rural area, but that's Russell's story. After war ended he finished
his education at Leiston High School.
National Service saw Russell joining the RAF in 1947. He spent his two years
travelling however, most of the two years was spent in Germany. I guess that this
was where Russell's love of aviation was born.
In 1951 Russell married Phyllis who he had met at a dance in Saxmundham and who
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The questions this time around were we though a little harder, but we did our very
best. I will not tell you where we came except that we weren't last.
The proceeds from the quiz, £342 were divided equally between MHAS and the the
Cancer Radio Frequency Ablation Unit Ipswich Hospital.
I think we should get out the encyclopaedia Britannica before the next quiz but we
all enjoyed the evening which included a light super which we all enjoyed.

Martyn Cook - Chairman

MHAS 34th AGM Report
I have to say this is not the most exciting of meetings and I am not just referring to
this particular AGM, I mean them all. If it were possible to pass it by, I would gladly
wave to it as it did so but, it has to be done.
There were around 60 to 70 members in attendance ready to join in the fun and with
the preliminaries out of the way the chairman began his report on the year’s activities.
They began with a visit to the RAF Museum at Hendon and Bentley Priory in June
2014. This was a great day out arranged by Howard King. The bus and visit was
shared with Ipswich Aviation Society.
The 1st World War airfield at Stow Maries was our August 2014 evening visit were
we met with Col. Mark Ciero USAF and his family. During the visit Mark accepted
our invitation to become a Vice President of the MHAS.
The cold War Museum at what was RAF Bentwaters was our next visit, that was in
September 2014. This was a return visit, the BCWM had visited our museum earlier
in the year.
The September 2014 Control Tower Fun was again a great day which produced a
healthy financial return.
November 2014 saw our Service of Remembrance, which thankfully was held in the
glorious afternoon sunshine. Once again the service was very well supported.
April 2015 we visited RAF Mildenhall. I have produced a full report on page 10 of
our visit.
April 2015 also saw a walk around the old airfield arranged by an organisation called
“Eighth in the East”. In excess of 100 people turned up. Pausing at each military
building, a description of it’s activities as part of the airfield was given by Martin
Cuthbert from Eighth in the East and yours truly. Arriving back at the Control
Tower, tea and coffee was served to those who stayed on to see the museum.
The chairman went on to thank personally all those who helped with the organisation and maintenance of the Control Tower Museum. Sadly we lost Russell Bailey
(see Russell’s obituary following). Ian Lisseman along with Brian Green have
stepped in to fill the gap. Ian deals with the museum and Brian the shop.
Thirteen members passed away during the year. Our President Mr Gordon Kinsey,
Vice President Don Strait from the 356th FG USAAF along with two other 356th
veterans, Robert Barnhart and Marvin Berger. Two Honorary Members, Roy Easson
and Russell Bailey and 7 members, Phil Sheaf, Eric King, Chris Howard, Terry
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Peter Warren were other instructors who gave so much of their weekend time for
our benefit. The engineers in the MT section deserve a big vote of thanks for
getting these winches and the Bedford 15 cwt trucks ready for us. I recall giving
the CO a uncomfortable moment when I thought I had seen sufficient driving of
these trucks for me to bring one back from the far end of the airfield at the end
of the day - I had no driving experience. The truck went faster and faster and
gave me a moment of concern when a large fire engine appeared on the perimeter track in front of me. Luckily, I had the good sense to abandon this enterprise
by pulling over onto the grass and stopping. Needless to say, Arthur was not too
pleased.
The gliding was at the weekends when the base did little flying but there was
plenty to keep me interested during the week – as a day boy I returned the village
each evening from school. The road to Felixstowe was a great vantage point as
it crossed runway 30 and only a simple barrier was between viewers and the
tarmac. I recall the early Vampires showing the way forward for fighters – little
did I know that I was to learn to fly these fine machines some 10 years later. The
main runway was not so accessible but creeping into the bracken in the undershoot of runway 22 from Black Tiles gave quite an exciting vantage point for
landings. Peter Stovold was the son of the owner of the restaurant and he was a
good friend who later became an RAF aircraft fitter and served at Bruggen on
Canberra aircraft and then became a civil licensed engineer. Sometimes we were
seen and chased off by the RAF Police and I should apologise here to anyone
involved for wasting their time. Another local hostelry was The Bell in Kesgrave
and some readers might recall a pianist and ukulele player who did a good
impersonation of George Formby. He was my father.
Part of the perimeter track near the B Flight road was very convenient for model
aircraft flying and I was one of a group of local lads who often enjoyed time
there – all without permission of course. I made one attempt to obtain permission
but when it was refused by the Station Adjutant I took it upon myself to appeal
directly to the Station Commander! I wish I had kept his reply as he was not best
pleased that a mere schoolboy should challenge the decision of his adjutant! My
brother and I became suppliers of fuel to our friends because our mix was
generally superior to any other and much admired. Paraffin, oil and ether were
the main ingredients but a shot of amyl nitrate worked wonders. It also had a
magic sniff about it! It is, of course, a Class A controlled drug now.
I am grateful to Paul Chamberlain for his memories of the Blind Landing
Experimental Unit where he was a radar fitter and he reminded me of the fleet
of Mosquito, Viking, Varsity, Devon, Lancaster and Lincoln aircraft in that unit.
To be continued. Or the article can be viewed in full on our website,
www.mhas.org.uk under "Memories".
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THE SATNAV
I have a little Satnav, It sits there in my car
A Satnav is a driver's friend, it tells you where you are.
I have a little Satnav, I've had it all my life
It's better than the normal ones, My Satnav is my wife.
It gives me full instructions, Especially how to drive
"It's sixty miles an hour", it says, "You're doing sixty five".
It tells me when to stop and start, And when to use the brake
And tells me that it's never ever, Safe to overtake.
It tells me when a light is red, And when it goes to green
It seems to know instinctively, Just when to intervene.
It lists the vehicles just in front, And all those to the rear
And taking this into account, It specifies my gear.
I'm sure no other driver, Has so helpful a device
For when we leave and lock the car, It still gives its advice.
It fills me up with counselling, Each journey's pretty fraught
So why don't I exchange it, And get a quieter sort?
Ah well, you see, it cleans the house, Makes sure I'm properly fed
It washes all my shirts and things, And keeps me warm in bed!
Despite all these advantages, And my tendency to scoff,
I only wish that now and then, I could turn the bugger off.
Pam Ayres

GERMAN EFFICIENCY
At the outbreak of WW2 the German army had swept through Europe at
breakneck speed. For them it was going to be a blitzkrieg war. Just one problem
remained. Britain!
Hitler had delivered a conciliatory speech, which in essence was an appeal to the
British government to see sense and arrive at a deal with the Nazis. He had no
desire to invade us. In fact, apart from the difficulty of the sea crossing, he had
a secret admiration of us, with our empire and all that!
Sefton Delmer had been born to an Australian father in Berlin and had spent
much of his life in Germany. He was to prove to be an arch propagandist. He was
given the opportunity by the BBC, presumably unofficially, of broadcasting a
reply to Hitler's speech. Apparently he let rip on what the Germans considered
to be a reckless and insulting way. "Let me tell you what we here in Britain think
of this appeal of yours to what you are pleased to call our reason and common
sense. Herr Fuhrer and Reichskanzler we hurl it right back to you, right in your
evil smelling teeth!"
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Mike joined the RAF in 1962 and spent five years at RAF Wattisham on Lightnings
of Treble One and 29 squadrons. In 1969 he converted to Phantoms, which was the
aircraft he was most associated with for much of his career. He was promoted to
Wing Commander in 1979 and later, as an Air Commodore filled several important
roles, including being personal staff officer to the C in C in Germany, commanding
RAF Waddington and appointed an ADC to HM the Queen.
Several other important posts followed before Mike finally retired in 1999. A career
which can only be described as glittering!

A vote of thanks was given by Alan Smith.
Our meeting on Friday 6th March featured an illustrated talk entitled, "Flying and
Displaying Vintage Aircraft." Mr Rod Dean came all the way from Surrey to deliver
a fascinating story of post-RAF career flying vintage aircraft at air shows all over
the country and abroad.
Rod retired from the RAF in the eighty's and has been flying and displaying ever
since. He has recently had to relinquish his advanced display pilot's licence and now
flies a Scottish Aviation Bulldog. He has flown most marks of Spitfires. Early
"Battle of Britain" types to the completely different Griffon powered Spitfires. He
explained to a fascinated audience the difference between not only the different
types of Spitfires but also some of the other WW2 fighters.
A vote of thanks was given by Alan Smith.
Our meeting on Friday 10th April featured an illustrated talk by Mark Howell, the
RAF base Mildenhall historian.
The talk was entitled, The History of the 100th Air Refuelling Wing and RAF
Mildenhall. In fact Mark, who was accompanied by Mr Chris. Wilson talked about
the earlier history when it was the 100th Bomb Group, USAAF. Known as the
"Bloody 100th" they were based near Diss during WW2 and suffered heavy losses,
hence their unenviable nickname. Mark and Chris gave a moving account of some
of the raids and losses suffered at that time.
After the break Mark Howell detailed the history of RAF Mildenhall from its
opening in 1934 by king George Vth through the war years when it was an RAF
bomber base.
Mark and Chris read some moving accounts of heroism both from pilots and crew
of the 100th Bomb Group and the RAF at Mildenhall.
A most moving and enjoyable evening.
A vote of thanks was given by our own archivist, Alan Smith

Quiz Night at the Douglas Bader
Thank’s to Margaret and John Barrett of the the Douglas Bader and our own Robert
Dunnett for another great quiz night which was held on the 26th April 2015.
Our team where, Alan & Jill Powell, Colin & Elaine Whitmore, Ian & Pat Lisseman,
Robert & myself. Our team captain was Elaine and our team name was, The Spitfire
Squadron.
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It was said that the German controllers and the British tormenters, (women in
particular), would abandon all attempts to deceive and simply engage in a hated
exchange of personal abuse! Anything to render the bandwidth useless, however
short lived!
Apparently we even broadcast passages from Goethe and excerpts from Hitler's
speeches. Anything to reduce the effectiveness of the German controllers and give
our bombers a better chance of survival.
A far more dangerous tactic was also used in the constant radio counter measure
battle. This was known by the code name, "Airborne Cigar."
Brave German speaking Jewish volunteers were employed in Lancasters of 101
Squadron. However, this is another fascinating story and there is no room to explore
it here.

A Vote of thanks was given by Alan Smith.
Friday, 6th February and in a packed Community hall we were entertained by Mr
Mike Bettell who delivered an illustrated talk about his flying career.
Air Commodore Mike Bettell, OBE lives at Little Bealings. His RAF career spanned
much of the time of the "cold war" period when the Soviet bloc faced NATO allies
in a tense stand-off which finally eased in 1991.

He left the German hierarchy in no doubt that we were going to fight to the last.
They were dumbfounded. "To turn down peace now, they're crazy!"
In fact Sefton Delmer's reply caused quite a stir in Britain too, especially among
the pacifists. Several English aristocrats, including the Duke of Westminster and
the *Duke of Windsor, HRH Edward V111th (who had abdicated), admired
Hitler. One notable pacifist was Richard Stokes, the MP for Ipswich who lived
at Hintlesham Hall.
As for Churchill, he would not reply to Hitler's speech. "Not being on speaking
terms with him!"
Hitler's army could now see the white cliffs of Dover but they had little idea of
what they could expect if they launched an invasion force. Presumably German
planning had not thought this far ahead!
Consequently Admiral Canaris, the head of the German secret service, the
Abwehr, was given the task of providing what was known as the Abwehr Spy
Offensive in Great Britain. They were hurriedly trained as forward scouts for the
invasion force. Their principal role was to locate potential beaches and landing
areas for parachutists.
The first team recruited consisted of four men, Karl Meier, a German. Charles
Van Den Kieboom and Stoerd Pons; both Dutchmen. They had been threatened
to be sent to a concentration camp for currency offences if they did not agree to
be recruited. Finally Joseph Rudolph Waldberg.
They were given a crash course in Morse code, radio transmission and cryptology. Of the four only Meier received any in-depth training.
They must have experienced a sense of foreboding as they boarded a trawler in
early September. Only Meier could speak good English, albeit with a thick
accent. The others could only understand when it was spoken very slowly!
They were transferred from the trawler to dinghies near the Kent coast and Meier
and Waldberg separated from the other two, who were to be dropped off further
down the coast. They were almost immediately in trouble. A British patrol boat
was nearby and they jettisoned some of their belongings, including cipher
wheels, papers and maps.
In the morning Meier was thirsty and began walking to Lydd. On the way he
stopped at a pub, the Rising Sun. He spotted an advertisement outside for
Champagne Cider. This sounded refreshing so he went inside an ordered one.
This was 9.30am in the morning! Not surprisingly the landlady was suspicious
and refused to serve him. Meier had no idea of British licensing laws. She told
him to come back later, which he duly did.
Meanwhile an alert was raised and on arriving back at the pub. Meier was
confronted by an air raid warden. Without being in any way alarmed by the
presence of the warden Meier struck up a conversation with him After a little
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Alan Powell

MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Our meeting on Friday, 2nd January was very well attended despite any after
Christmas hang-overs! Bill Smith from Little Clacton gave us an illustrated and
fascinating talk about the now almost forgotten Chindits. Bill was accompanied by
his wife Corrine and a friend who assisted with the equipment.
Before the meeting commenced we had a short period of silence to remember our
President, Gordon Kinsey, who sadly died in December.
The Chindits were formed and led by Maj. General Orde Wingate, DSO. Orde
Wingate named the force "Chindits", which included not only British, but also
Ghurkas and West African volunteers.
After an initial expedition in 1943 the full force was marched or landed by gliders
behind Japanese lines in northern Burma in 1944. They were a hardy force of
commandos and casualties were heavy. Not only from enemy action but also from
the appalling conditions in the tropical jungle. Their role was to disrupt the enemy
by blowing bridges and railways etc.
Bill Smith, whose father was a Chindit, had brought along some of the equipment
men were expected to carry. Mules were a vital part of the expedition as well.
The second expedition consisted of 20,000 men and they were supplied from the air
by Dakotas of the RAF and the USAAF.
Bill Smith has an impressive collection of equipment and armament from that
campaign and even keeps a couple of mules which he brings along, together with his
memorabilia, to our Open Day each year.

small talk Meier began quizzing the warden about the presence of troops in the
area. In reply the warden asked this complete stranger with a guttural accent for
his identity card. Meier for the first time became flustered and replied that he
was a refugee and did not have one. To top it all Meier dropped his companion
in it by using the word "we!" The upshot was that Meier was escorted to the
police station and questioned by the local police sergeant whilst a search party
went to look for his accomplice.
Waldberg had spent the whole day waiting for his friend to return. In the evening
he finally sent a radio message in an emergency code and rather stupidly
incriminated himself by signing off with his real name and writing the message
in a notebook. He managed to hide for a couple of days until eventually being
picked up.
Pons and Kieboom had not fared any better. They had beached their dinghy a
few miles up the coast near Dymchurch and were challenged by a couple of
British army officers when they attempted to cross a road.
Meier, Waldberg and Keiboom were executed at Pentonville prison in December
1940, but I believe Pons was able to successfully plead that he had been coerced
into the role.
One of our previous members recorded in "Runway 22" a few years ago that his
father in law had left the beaches of Dunkirk in 1940 and along with many
others, had left behind most of his kit. It transpired that a German spy had been
captured in England and was wearing his boots, complete with his father's
service number and name!
What do they say about German efficiency? You just couldn't make it up!
Postscript: Sefton Delmer became head of the Political Warfare Executive. An
organisation responsible for the dissipation of black propaganda to Nazi Germany. I wrote a piece entitled "The Biggest Aspidistra in the World", It is a
fascinating insight of some of the ingenious ways we conducted misinformation
during WW2 and is available to read or print from our website,
www.mhas.org.uk. Just click on "Newsletters" and open the Runway 22 issue
for May, 2004.
The Windsors' links with Germany remained a touchy subject. There was embarrassment in the Eighties when
Princess Michael of Kent's father, Baron
Gunther von Reibnitz, was exposed as a
former Nazi party member and SS officer. Less well known is the fact that one of
Prince Philip's sisters, Sophie, was married to Christopher of Hesse-Cassel, an
SS colonel who named his eldest son

Letter from Jim Empson
I was interested to see the article in "Rough Field Trials", with the Handley Page
Herald at Martlesham, as, concurrent with it I was asked to film a Herald doing
circuits in deep snow at Woodley. This involved walking out to the edge of the
runway with snow overlapping my wellingtons! I didn't even see the film which I
handed in to the Handley Page development team office. Ironically the team were
with another Herald in North Africa where "hot weather" trials were under way. It
made for an interesting interlude in my working life!
I was not aware that Handley Page himself had` died just days before, when I read
it in your article.
I was managing a camera shop in Reading at the time, before starting my own
business in Ipswich in 1964.
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RADIO COUNTER MEASURES IN WW2
The RAF used several different radio countermeasures in an effort to reduce bomber
losses during their nightly raids over Germany in WW2. One of these was given the
code name "Corona."
We were employing "Window" - (strips of foil), to drown out HF and VHF-band
frequencies employed by the Germans to guide their night fighters to our bombers.
This was soon counter-measured by the enemy by using higher power transmitters.
We then came up with another plan. This was code named "Corona." A large number
of mostly Jewish refugees had fled to Britain to escape the Nazi tyranny and of
course they could speak German perfectly. They were only too pleased to be
employed broadcasting fake control instructions to the Luftwaffe pilots!
"Corona" was first used on the night of 22nd/23rd October 1943. The German
controller was beside himself with rage! He was shouting into the microphone,
"don't be led astray by the enemy," to his fighters. When he started cursing into his
microphone with sheer frustration, the reply from the spoof RAF voice was, "the
Englishman is now swearing!" The Luftwaffe controller shouted, "it is not the
Englishman who is swearing, it is me!"
This was all well and good but the tactic was soon countered and the RAF had to
think of another method to outwit the adversary. We began broadcasting fake
messages to the airborne German night fighters, such as broadcasting fog warnings
and recalling fighters back to their bases. This would occasionally have a bonus
when pilots would ignore genuine fog warnings and run into trouble. The "ghost"
RAF radio operators would also request test transmissions by German pilots to help
to cause confusion and delays.
The Germans began to employ women controllers, but this was immediately countered by the RAF. Many Jewish women were only too keen to "do their bit" to take
the war to the hated Nazis.
Apparently the Germans didn't realise that the frequency of 3-6MHz used by them
would bounce off the ionosphere. This allowed the Jewish WAAF operators to
broadcast a powerful signal from a station in Kent.

were created.
I have visited RAF Mildenhall a number of times, but I have never been looked
after quite so well as we were on this visit. From the beginning to the end we
were treated with great respect. The airmen and airwomen could not have been
more obliging and we thank them all for their wonderful hospitality and wish
them all the very best for the future.
We must also thank Mark for arranging a great visit and hope that we can do it
again before RAF Mildenhall closes it's gates finally if that is what is to happen
in the distant future.
Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman

Welcome - Our new MHAS President
We could not be happier. Yes, we have a new President, Mr Richard Barker. Richard
has been an active Vice President of the MHAS for almost as many years as the
society has been in existence.
Richards company and his office over looks the Barrack Square on Martlesham
Heath. The building was built in 1928 as one of four Barrack blocks surrounding
the Barrack Square.
The conversion into a suite of offices was sympathetically carried out to retain the
former features of the barracks where possible, something Richard was very keen to
retain.
In 1991 Richard achieved what Captain Harvey achieved in 1946. He collected
money and raised a memorial This time it was the business’s that paid for the work
rather than the general public. It commemorates those killed while serving at
Martlesham Heath from the days of the Royal Flying Corps through to the RAF,
Commonwealth and Dominion airforces and the civilians.
Richard continues to personally support financially with the maintenance of the
memorials and the Barrack Square.
Thank you Richard for all you have done and continue to do on behalf of the MHAS
and for accepting our invitation.
Martyn Cook - Chairman

LETTERSPOT
The late Russell Bailey - Our dear friend
Russell’s funeral was held on Monday 9th February.
Russell had so many friends within our Society that it was decided to make a
collection.
I would like to thank our members sincerely for their generosity, £186 was raised
and was passed to the funeral directors.
Russell will be sadly missed by us all, but not forgotten.
Robert (Bob) Dunnett Vice Chairman
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Karl Adolf in Hitler's honour. Indeed, all four of Philip's sisters married highranking Germans.The prospect of the former Nazis and Nazi sympathisers
attending his wedding to the Queen meant he was allowed to invite only two
guests.
The former King told a friend years after the war that he 'never thought Hitler
was such a bad chap', while he and Wallis are widely believed to have been
sympathetic to the fascist cause.

Eighth in the East Project - Airfield Walk
Sunday 19th April 2015 saw 100 plus people gather at the Control Tower for an
organised walk around what was RAF Martlesham Heath. The walk was
arranged by ‘Eighth in the East Project' and supported by MHAS.
The Eighth in the East is supported by the ‘Heritage Lottery Fund'. Their task is
to visit all ex-airfields such as RAF Martlesham Heath in order to get support for
recording all the old military buildings still left standing or partly standing. This
information is then passed on to the local authority who keep the details on
record. These records can then be produced should the building or the land it
stands on be subject of a planning application.
The walk was approximately 2.5 miles long and started and finished at the
Control Tower. Martin Cuthbert Community Archaeologist from ‘Eighth in the
East Project' led the walk supported by MHAS. The walk took in buildings of
all types including the underground Battle HQ situated near the Mill Heath
building site.
It was a very successful afternoon both for the ' Eighth in the East Project' and
MHAS. So much so that perhaps later in the year MHAS can replicate the walk.
Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman

RAF Mildenhall Visit - Friday 17th April 2015
The visit was arranged by Mark Howell Historian for the 100th Air Refuelling Wing
based at RAF Mildenhall. The week previous to the visit Mark came and gave a talk
at the Community Hall Martlesham Heath on the history of the 100th Air Refuelling
Wing (ARW) who during WW11 were based at Thorpe Abbotts and were a bomber
squadron, they were known as the 'Bloody 100th' due to their number of casualties.
We have to thank Tarkey Barker for first making contact with Mark which, later led
to the talk and the visit.
The day started under a cloud and I am not referring to the weather, although it was
rather grey with a spot or two of the wet stuff prior to boarding the bus. No, I was
referring to the closure of the West Bound carriageway of the A14 due to an earlier
accident. Paul our coach driver arrived already prepared with an alternative route
avoiding the A14 closure. After re-arranging our only pickup point near StowmarPage 10

ket we set off. I am pleased to report that we were only delayed by approximately 20 minutes and that was with a comfort break in Lavenham, well done Paul.
Mark had put together a wonderful programme for us which included a visit to
the CV-22 Osprey operated by the special Air Services and to the latest Hercules
model, the MC-130J. Unfortunately, due to operational duties both were
cancelled. However, RAF Mildenhall has a habit of turning dark clouds into
lighter ones and that is what happened to us.
Our visit began at the Control Tower, Simulator and Briefing Room. It was at
this point that an RC-135 began it's journey on the opposite side of the runway
to the end of runway 29 in order to take off. Unfortunately, we could not delay
our visit to the Control Tower building in order to see it take off although I have
to admit I did just that.
The view from the tower was nothing short of fabulous. The sun was out and
our view took in another RC-135 and an EC-135 parked on the other side of the

that we were not going to see either of these two planes today.
Our tour took us close to the parked RC and EC. I was able to get a picture or
two through the bus windows avoiding the lamp posts.
Our KC-135 was open for visitors and boy did we take advantage. We were able
to get into the cockpit and the boom operators position.

Martyn Cook

runway. To the west were two CV-22 Ospreys parked up, were
we going
Martyn
Cook to get
a visit?
Back on the bus we took a tour around the northern side of the airfield to arrive
at the 100th ARW HQ where we eventually had lunch. Mark was a little upset
as he had a room planned which would have allowed us to eat while watching
and listening to a Audio Visual presentation. Unfortunately, we were a little late
and the room was locked. Not to be out done, we made the most of the
unmanned offices with members sitting in arm chairs devouring their packed
lunch's.
Back on the bus and we began the scenic route around the western end of the
airfield (runway 29) to visit a parked KC-135 at the eastern end of the airfield.
On route we passed close to the two CV-22 Osprey's. At this point we realised
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We were guided by the crew pictured here. Two, possibly three of
them had the rank of Captain. I
Martyn Cook was surprised they looked like
they had just left 6th form. Is this
the point in life when one realises
just how old you actually are?
While looking at the aeroplane,
other KC-135's came into land
right in front of where we were
standing. They then taxied around behind our position. What a photographic
delight.
On board once again, the bus, not the
plane and we were off to the Fire Station. Here we were given a demonstration by three of the fire engines and a
quick response tender of how far water
will travel with good equipment.
The firemen were so obliging that a
number of photographic opportunities
Martyn Cook
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