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After a not very promising start it was so nice to enjoy a summer of more than
usual sunshine. We managed to top it off with another hugely successful Open
Day - ok Funday. Our chairman, Martyn Cook has written a report about it so I
won't steal his thunder. Suffice to say, Martyn helped by vice chairman Robert
Dunnett and assisted by several of us volunteers have once again put a winning
formula together.
We are not planning to have an Open Day next year. The reason is 2017 marks
the centenary of the opening of an airfield at Martlesham Heath and a Martlesham resident, Mr Peter Davies has formed a committee to celebrate our aviation
heritage together with the telecommunication innovations developed at Martlesham since BT moved here in the 70's. It will be a two day event 8th and 9th July
2017 and you will soon be reading much more about it.
I have now been editing Runway 22 for 20 years! If you don't believe me just
look at our website. All my newsletters are there. I took over from the late and
much loved founder member, Charles "Holly" Hall. Here's to the next 20 years.
Mind you, I will be 105 by then, but they do say age is only a number don't they.
Don't they?
Please enjoy reading this newsletter. Did you know Hollywood star, the late
Clark Gable was at Martlesham whilst he was over here in WW2? Other,
hopefully fascinating stories inside.
Thanks for your contributions and as I always say - keep 'em rolling in.
Alan Powell.

Have you seen the Airbus A400 yet? A giant of the sky, capable of carrying
almost 40 tonnes of cargo has undergone rough landing trials at the old Sutton
Heath wartime crash runway during August and early September and has been
seen over Martlesham and the surrounding area.
Woodbridge Airfield was identified by Airbus Defence and Space as the site to
test the new multinational,
four-engine transport aircraft.
According to the MoD, preparation for the trials involved a
great deal of construction work
by 23 Parachute Engineer Regiment, based at the neighbouring Rock Barracks, to create a
natural surface on Woodbridge
Airfield for the A400M.
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Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Clerk of Works
Museum Manager
Engineering

Martyn Cook
Robert Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Colin Whitmore
Ian Lisseman
Brian Gray

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 729512
(01473) 611665
(01394) 383163

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome the 12 new members since the last newsletter.
David Turner

John Howarth

Judith Howarth

James Wilson

Paul Howard

Barry Denny

Susan Kimber

Maurice Price

Andrew Nunn

Graham Page

Robert Alexander John Kerry

Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047

Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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23.8.39
Bristol Bombay L5808 of A&AEE crashed at Martlesham yesterday when an
R.A.F aeroplane crashed into the garden of a bungalow on the main London road
at Martlesham, near Ipswich. The aeroplane hit a clump of trees after taking off
from Martlesham Aerodrome, crashed into the garden and burst into flames. It
is believed that the crash was caused by incorrect trimming of the aircraft when
control was lost on take-off due to incorrect trimming and the aircraft dived into
the ground and was destroyed.
Flight Sergeant Cecil Higgins (age 28), Leading Aircraftman Reginald John
Machin (age 24), and Aircraftman (1st Class) Douglas Treadwell (age 21). were
killed AC1(Boy) Garrard is taken as passenger in Battle K9207 to act as wireless
operator at some bombing test runs at Orfordness. These tests were eventually
cancelled because of the fatal crash of the Bombay, all flying being cancelled."
Thank you for spotting this Howard. Alan's legacy of recording Martlesham's
aviation history is so important... ED

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary
7 October '16 ...……...... Audio Visual Presentation …… BERNARD O’CONNER
‘Churchill’s Most Secret Aerodrome - RAF Tempsford’

16 October '16 ………….…....... Classic Car Meet …………..... Control Tower
‘Suffolk Vehicle Enthusiasts Club & East Anglian Practical Classics’

4 November '16 ...……... Audio Visual Presentation ……..…

DAVID EMPSON

‘What did your Relatives do in the Great War?’

13 November '16 ...…...... Service of Remembrance …..… BARRACK SQUARE
‘Service Starts At 3:00pm’

2 December '16 ……….. Audio Visual Presentation…. JOHN “SMUDGE” SMITH
'The History of RAF Duxford'

6 January '16 ...….……. Audio Visual Presentation …….….

NIK COLEMAN

'Plane Resurrection'

3 February '16 ...….……. Audio Visual Presentation …….….

MIKE BETTELL

'Flying Emergency's

Please check website - www.mhas.org.uk - for Programme updates
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The Royal Air Force took delivery of its first Airbus A400M in November 2014,
with another 21 to be delivered over the next few years.
The UK put a temporary hold on operations after an A400M crashed on a test
flight near Seville Airport last May.
The MoD said the trials would be a “fantastic opportunity” for 23 Parachute
Engineer Regiment to test an aircraft that will be the backbone of the RAF’s
transport aircraft fleet for the coming decades.
The enormous runway at Sutton Heath has a fascinating history. The following extract has been edited from ”Bentwaters and Woodbridge” An Illustrated
History of the USAF Twin Base Complex in East Anglia… written by Graham
Haynes and published in 2007.
During 1941 the Air Ministry identified the requirement for a number of emergency runways on the east coast of England after RAF Wittering began to be
used for this purpose. The 4500 yard grassed runway at the Cambridgeshire
airfield soon became blocked by damaged aircraft that had made emergency
landings. This severely hampered the stations normal flying operations and
consequently its contribution to the war effort. On 5th August 1942 a meeting at
the War Ministry decided that three emergency runways would be built at
Woodbridge in Suffolk, Carnaby in Yorkshire, and Manston in Kent.
The site for RAF Woodbridge, or RAF Sutton heath as it was originally named,
was in the middle of Tangham and Rendlesham Forests. The location was ideal
for an airfield, being sparsely populated with a clear, unobstructed approach
from both east and west, and, more importantly, fog did not appear to be a big
problem in the area. There was one major obstacle that did need to be overcome.
Over one million trees needed to be felled and cleared away before construction
could begin. This was met by protests by local residents who were unhappy with
the prospect of such a large plantation being destroyed. Nevertheless the felling
and clearing was carried out and construction of the massive 3000 yd long, 250
yard wide, and 160 acre concrete runway began. In addition to the concrete
runway, provision was made for two grasses areas at each end of the runway,
each 500 yards long, to deal with the possibility of an aircraft under or over
shooting their landing.
The main runway was split into three lanes for emergency landings. The north
lane was to be illuminated by yellow light, the centre lane by white lights. These
two lanes could only be used by aircraft under the direction of Flying Control.
The south lane, illuminated by green lights, was to be designated as the emergency lane. Aircraft could use this lane without having prior contact with flying
control.
It is estimated that the construction work would be completed by October 1942
although this was soon considered far to ambitious and was revised to January
1943.
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The airfield was actually completed 10 months later, and officially opened in
November 1943 although by this time several emergency landings had already
taken place, the first being on 18th July 1943.
Within two weeks of its “official opening” a further 54 emergency landings had
been made. Around 20 of these were due to bad weather conditions over the
home airfields. On the night of 16/17th December 1943 a tragic series of events
unfolded which was to result in a dramatic change in the way that Woodbridge
operated as an emergency airfield. The incident involved several Halifax’s of
Tempsford based No’s 138 and 161 Squadrons which were forced to abort a
mission over France due to low cloud in the target areas. Apart from one Halifax
which made it safely back to its home airfield, the remaining aircraft attempted
to recover to Woodbridge, which was itself the victim of fog and low cloud. Only
one of the bombers made a safe landing, the others were less fortunate. One
stuck a pylon after failing to find the runway killing 3 of the crew and injuring
3 others, another crashed into trees near the airfield, again after failing to locate
the runway, another crashed into the river Deben with the loss of one of its crew
and two ditched in the sea off Ipswich. The remaining Halifax crashed in the sea
off the Lincolnshire coast. The net outcome of this night of tragedy was that the
visibility of the runway needed to be improved in bad weather and this was
achieved by the installation of “Fog Investigation and Dispersal”, otherwise
known as FIDO.
A typical FIDO installation comprised of pipelines running either side and at
each end of the runway into which petrol was injected at high pressure. The
petrol was ejected through small holes in the pipe and then ignited by burners
fitted at certain intervals along its length. The resultant fire produced heat so
intense that it literally burned the fog away from the vicinity of the runway.
Woodbridge was one of fifteen airfields in England to be fitted with FIDO.
It may appear strange that a FIDO installation was needed at Woodbridge, after
all the main reason for locating an airfield there in the first place was because
fog was not deemed a problem. Nevertheless the FIDO installation commenced
in early January 1944 and was to take about 5 months to complete. This would
turn out to be the biggest FIDO project ever carried out by the Air Ministry. Four
350,000 gallon fuel tanks were built on the northeast side of the runway to house
the vast quantity of petrol that FIDO would consume. To avoid the problem of
large convoys of fuel bowsers causing congestion on the narrow roads around
the airfield, a 4 mile long underground pipeline was installed which ran initially
to existing railway sidings at Dock Lane, Melton.
The existing sidings were used as a temporary measure until 6th May, when
construction of a purpose built railway siding, also at Dock Lane, was completed.
Storage tanks, far smaller than those at Woodbridge itself, were built at the new
railway siding and the petrol would be pumped from here to the airfield tanks.
Once the new siding was in use it was anticipated that one trainload of petrol
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The theme of our scheduled talk was aircraft resurrection and after the break we
were shown an extraordinary film about restoring a Hurricane found in the
grounds of Bangalore university. The remains of the Hurricane were shipped
back to England and some parts of it were usable in the reconstruction. It was an
early version of this famous type and fought in the "Battle of Britain". The film
which was made by Nik Coleman showed the skill and craftsmanship that
succeeded in restoring the aircraft to flying condition.
Ed.
The following was spotted in the Star by our publicity secretary, Howard King.
"An RAF pilot who died in a crash in Martlesham just days before the outbreak
of the Second World War has finally been recognised for his work 77 years later.
Flight Sergeant Cecil HIGGINS was killed in an accident testing a Bristol
Bombay aircraft over RAF Martlesham on August 23 1939.
But because his death happened 11 days before the start of the Second World
War, he was not recognised with a Commonwealth War Grave.
The Irish airman was buried in an unmarked grave in New cemetery, Belvedere
Road, but on Tuesday 23rd after more than two-and-a-half years of work by his
family, the serviceman was honoured for his efforts with a special service and
RAF emblem engraved on his tombstone.
Cecil’s great nephew Bruce Andrew, 65, who made the trip from Dalkey in
County Dublin for the occasion.
“It went brilliantly; I was completely blown away by the numbers that turned
up” he said. “It’s been an exhausting process, but it’s been the culmination of
many years of work and effort by lots of people”.
Mr Andrews first began researching Cecil’s story after a family member drew a
blank. With just the name Martlesham heath, Mr Andrew got in touch with the
RAF Association in Ireland who made contact with colleagues in Suffolk to get
the ball rolling, culminating in Tuesday’s service.
Members of RAF Honington and Bramford branch of the Royal British legion
were also on hand alongside Cecil’s family to mark the occasion.
Mr Andrew added: “It’s the perfect ending to a long and sad story, but the
emotional service has been a very happy ending.”
Reported by Jason Noble
Howard then extracted details from a CD of crash reports produced by our
Consultant Archivist, Alan Smith.
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from the Cambridge Flying Group. They were accompanied by Dave Lewis and
Paul Harvey.
The group was founded by former members of Cambridge based RAF 22
Reserve Flying School in 1953. It is owned by the members and apart from
privately owned light aircraft, the group operates two de Havilland DH82a Tiger
Moth aircraft throughout the year at Marshall Airport, Cambridge.
Mike introduced video clips of Tiger Moth's and Ted Barratt, who at 95, is
Britain's oldest registered pilot and licensed aircraft engineer, talked briefly of
his own long flying career.
Nearly 9000 De Havilland Tiger Moth's were built since 1931 and Mike explained that it was very much WW1 technology. Today something in excess of
300 Tiger Moth's are still flying throughout the world. For many years it was the
basic trainer used by the RAF and was finally withdrawn from service in 1959.
Members had a draw and a flight in a Tiger Moth was generously donated by
Mike Derrett. The draw was won by our member, Keith Slaughter and raised
£171 for our funds.
A most entertaining evening and a vote of thanks was given by Martyn Cook.
Friday, 5th August…
A report on our August visit appears on page 8 in this newsletter.
Friday, 2nd September…
Our intended speaker was Nik Coleman who was scheduled to give an illustrated
talk about the making of a TV series, "Plane Resurrection". Unfortunately, a
week before our meeting Nik was offered a trip to film in the USA and had to
cancel. Hopefully this can be rescheduled for a later date.
Luckily our Programme Secretary had a a speaker in mind to fill the gap, Mr
Tony Tottle and we are very grateful to him.
Tony, who was accompanied by his wife Penny, gave a most humorous account
of his career in the RAF teaching aviation metallurgy to RAF personnel at
Cranwell. The title of his talk was, "Ramblings of an Old Crab!" Apparently
"crab" was at one time RAF slang for a Royal Navy man although there seem to
be other explanations!
Tony was a Flight Lieutenant in the RAF before resigning only to join the Royal
Navy and subsequently attached to the Fleet Air Arm. He comes from a family
closely associated with flying even before the RAF was formed. His great
grandfather was at the Royal Aircraft Establishment, Farnborough as an instructor at its very early days in the Edwardian era and his uncle and father were both
in the RAF.
It was a most humorous and witty talk and we are grateful to Tony Tottle for
"filling the slot".

would be delivered per day until 25th May, by which time all of the installation
tanks would be at full capacity.
Initial testing of the fuel system and burner units began on 17th April, the day
after the first trainload of petrol was pumped from the temporary sidings to the
airfield tanks. Final testing of the entire installation was completed by 29th April,
the same day that another 800 tons of petrol was brought into the sidings. After
completion of the final tests the system could be made operational for a limited
period of time if required, although it wasn’t declared operational until the end
of May.
FIDO was used operationally for the first time at Woodbridge on 23rd June 1944
when a Lancaster from No 7 Squadron at Oakington was forced to land at the
base having been badly damaged by Luftwaffe night-fighters. The bomber,
piloted by Flt Lieutenant Brian Frow, was returning from a raid on V1 installations near Pas de Calais, France.
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Our late president and a founder member of Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society, Gordon Kinsey has written several books. including "Bawdsey - The
Birth of the Beam." In this book Gordon relates many fascinating and often
horrific stories of aircraft crash landing at the emergency landing strip at
Woodbridge. Gordon writes of one night in January 1945 when some 950
aircrew arrived for breakfast during a two and a half hour period! Presumably
their bases were fog-bound.
Before I retired I remember speaking to another member of the company I
worked for. He told me that he piloted a Halifax and was hit over Cologne.
One engine caught fire but was successfully extinguished and he headed for
the Woodbridge emergency landing strip. He said, "they simply bulldozed my
Halifax out of the way." So many aircraft were making emergency landings
that they had no choice. My friend said, "It had been a lucky aircraft together
with my crew we had survived 15 sorties over Germany and we felt a personal
loss as our "lucky" Halibag was written off, although a new engine would
have restored it! ED

Our publicity secretary, Howard King spent a day at the UCS Ipswich, (now
Suffolk University). Along with Ian Lisseman they were promoting MHAS.
The occasion was organised by the Eighth in the East organisation and one of
the talks was given by Lucy Bland from Anglia Ruskin University. The subject
was, "Sex and War." All about the many illegitimate offspring produced
during WW2 by American servicemen over here. What is it they say about over
here and over.......? !
A website that is useful for anyone enquiring about searching for their long
lost father is www.gitrace.org and the following is taken from that source. ED

Written for Patricia Terry by Hazel Huscroft
The day Elvis died (August 16th 1977) my mother cried and cried. I knew she
liked him but even at my young age of eight, I knew there was something a little
different about this kind of crying. A few years passed and I remember seeing an
odd photograph that did not quite add up - one of my Nan and Granddad at a
Registry Office getting married, but my mam and and dad were there!
So, my mam sat my older brother and me down and told us that her father was
actually an American GI and the only thing she knew about him was his name
and that she had been told that he had died. She was told this news around the
same time that Elvis had died and so it all clicked into place in my head.
My nan would just not discuss this with my mum and the only reason my mm
found out was because my mother overheard my nan was having an argument
with her husband. So my mum started to ask questions, but as I said earlier she
only ever found out his name: Theodore Martindale, and when he died my nan
told my mm that that was the end of story!
As you can imagine, it was never the end of the story for my mum, she has spent
over 45 years wondering about her father and wishing she had a photo or
someone else’s memories of him, as by this time she knew she would never have
any of her own.
Years passed and life went on, Theodore was mentioned occasionally - I can
remember my older brother saying that if he ever had a son he would call him
Theo. But I have to admit largely it was forgotten as we thought it was a
impossible task to find him.
Little did we all know that for my mum, it was as fresh in her mind as ever. I
went on to have a baby girl, everyone remarked how much she was like my
mother and then we started to wonder if she was like Theodore.
Mum tried again with nan, but was just fobbed off as usual.
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Felixtowe road were put underground at this point because the Auster would be
so low as it crossed over the road!
My thanks to John Langford for this interesting information. These stories
should be remembered and preserved by people like John Langford before it
is too late.
ED
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.
Can you spare some time to join our loyal team of collectors?
The collection will be the two weeks leading up to November 11th.
Last year the team collected £10,052 - A fantastic total for which we thank all
those who donated so generously.
If you can help, even for an hour or two please contact Marjorie and Graham
White on 01473 626127.

Friday, 3rd June…
The speaker on was Peter Rowe who was accompanied by his wife. Peter
originally hails from Norfolk but now lives in Canada with his Canadian wife.
They are over here for Peter to give a talk entitled, "Pigs Might Fly". The
amusing title to a number of books written by Peter chronicling the lives and
achievements of aviation's earliest pioneers up to the time of the Great War.
Peter's interest in aviation stems from the wartime experiences of his father, who
was in RAF Coastal Command.
Peter talked about the earliest experiments in flight. Sir George Caley was an
Englishman who many people regard as being one of the first people to understand the principles of flight. In 1799 he set forth the concept of the modern
aeroplane as a flying machine with separate systems for lift, propulsion, and
control. Of course the American Wright brothers were aviation pioneers who are
generally credited with inventing, building, and flying the world's first successful aeroplane. On December 17, 1903, at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina,
the Wright Flyer became the first powered, heavier-than-air machine to achieve
controlled, sustained flight with a pilot aboard.
Peter Rowe mentioned many 19th century aviation pioneers to an attentive
audience. A vote of thanks was given by our chairman, Martyn Cook.
Friday, 1st July…
Our monthly meeting featured an illustrated talk by Mike Derrett and Ted Barratt
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John Langford is a member of MHAS and has sent me information about his
time as an SAC based at the RAF Radar Maintenance Unit at Chigwell in Essex
in the 50's.
Because of his own time in the RAF involved in Radar, John has for many years
been interested in the work done at Bawdsey Manor, home of British Radar.
With his son, Philip, John has done much voluntary work to preserve the
memory and heritage of Bawdsey Manor.
John sent me a photo of a very sorry looking Blenheim which was photographed
at Bawdsey. Unfortunately we do not have room to include it this time.
He tells me that it was used to house early forms of IFF, (Identify Friend or Foe),
that was being developed during the early part of WW2. In those early days of
Radar and radio, equipment tended to be very bulky and space inside an aircraft
like the Blenheim was at a premium. This what John believes that the Blenheim
was at Bawdsey for - to find the best way to fit this extra vital equipment into
the space available.
At the start of the war the manufacturers of wireless set manufacturers who had
sprung up between the wars when domestic wireless sets, were the "must have"
household item. They were soon switched to manufacturing radar and wireless
sets for airborne as well as ground based receivers and transmitters.
One of the more local companies was EK Cole at Southend. Many older readers
will remember the distinctive bakelite wireless sets manufactured and produced
under the name, "Ekco."
It is known that EK Cole were helping in the invention and design of IFF sets in
particular and the Blenheim featured here could well have been flown down to
Southend to the EK Cole company for the purposes of designing and installing
IFF equipment.
John Langford has also provided a photo of the brick built laboratories at
Bawdsey showing wooden buildings in front. These were used for IFF research
and development. John tells me that these wooden huts became the NAAFI in
post-war RAF Bawdsey Manor. Long after Radar research had been moved
elsewhere.
John has also sent me a photo of an Auster taking off some time in the early
1950's from an airstrip at Bawdsey Manor.
The aircraft was used by Air Marshall Sir Basil Embry, then C-in-C Fighter
Command. It was frequently piloted by himself, not only to Bawdsey, but also
on visits to nearby RAF Nacton Heath, (Ipswich airport), and RAF Trimley
Heath. Incidentally the approach to Trimley was very low because of the
restricted length of the runway and telephone wires along the main Ipswich to
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In November 2005, I was sitting reading a copy of ‘Bella’ magazine, and on the
problem page was a letter from a lady which mentioned that she was a GI baby
and that she only knew her father's name, just like my own mother. The article
recommended a website ‘www.gitrace.org’
It was 10pm on a Saturday night when I rang my mum and asked if she wanted
me to check the site out. She said "yes" and that she didn’t want to bother or
upset anyone but at the very least she would like to try and get a photograph of
him.
So, armed with what little information we had, I had a look at the website and
printed off the search document, but in all the excitement I forgot to put my
mum's address on the original letter to NPRC!! It’s not something I would
usually forget to do - I mean, I am an admin manager but I do believe that fate
intervened……….
Just after Christmas I sent another search form away, then my mum received a
letter from Dr. Zussblatt from the Military Records Centre. Sally Vincent then
came into her own and single-handedly tracked down my grandfather's relatives.
As I write this article, we are in the process of emailing these new found relatives
and are about to swap pictures.
There have been more tears, but this time tears of joy as my mm is finally going
to have the photographs and the memories.
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A great selection of static aircraft included the American Bell Boeing Osprey,
(with the Red Arrows in the sky!).
An Apache helicopter arrived from
Wattisham to “bomb” the airfield.
Seen here inspecting the “damage!”.
Our thanks to Howard, for organising
the visit.

Smith discovered the following from the log book of Martlesham test pilot,
Sammy Wroath.
Prototype Hurricane K5083 was at Martlesham Heath for final evaluation trials
during the spring of 1937, before flying on to various specialist establishments,
such as gunnery ranges. It was then considered that this particular early example
of Sydney Camm’s genius could contribute nothing more to the development of
the Hurricane design, either at Brooklands or Hucknall, (the Rolls Royce airfield). It was therefore taken on Royal Air Force charge at Martlesham on 25th
May of that year where it was flown by the Martlesham test pilot, Sammy
Wroath at the Empire Air Day displays at Martlesham and Felixstowe.
At about this time the Air Ministry were approached by Metro Goldwyn Meyer
with a request to assist with the making of a film. They required a modern fighter
and pilot for flying sequences.
Camera crews duly arrived at Martlesham Heath and Sammy Wroath’s logbook
reveals that the Hurricane made 14 flights between August and October of 1938.
The entries stated that the flying sequences were filmed with the intention of
including them in the film.
The film in question was a successful Hollywood "epic" of the time and starred
Clark Gable, Myrna Loy and Spencer Tracey. Originally intended to be named
“Shadow of the Wing”, it was renamed “Test Pilot” before being released.
Of course, for the flying sequences Sammy Wroath, with his helmet and goggles,
would have been indistinguishable from Clark Gable.
MGM had studios in this country and indeed made the very successful film
“Pygmalion” here, also in 1938. However, records show that “Test Pilot” was
filmed in the US, as one would expect. The filming of the flying sequences of
the Hurricane would have been sent to America to be included as required.
No records of this appeared in Hawker records and seemingly the only verification which exists is in the logbook of Martlesham Test Pilot, Sammy Wroath.
The only other reference I can find of an association with the film by Sammy
Wroath appears in a Wikipedia report about the film. It states that, "Renowned
movie "stunt" pilot Paul Mantz served as the second unit director in charge of
the flying sequences. Although uncredited, real-life test pilot Sammy Wroath did
the flying sequences." Since the movie was filmed in California this is surely
incorrect?
Whether any of the flying sequences with the Hurricane ever appeared in the
film I do not know. Surviving stills from the film only show radial engine aircraft.
Surprisingly Sammy Wroath was a sergeant pilot whilst he was at Martlesham
flight testing the Hurricane. However, he turns up again. This time as a Wing
Commander, in 1943. The first commandant of the prestigious Empire Test
Pilots School at Boscombe Down. The ETPS is still at RAF Boscombe Down.

Alan Powell

Alan Powell

Howard King arranged a full day trip to RAF Marham and together with a few
members of Ipswich Aviation Society, a full coach load of us left on a glorious
summer day to visit the home of the RAF front line Tornado GR4 squadrons.
It was "family and friends day" at Marham. A major security alert the previous
day meant that it was front line news on the BBC. An attempted kidnapping of
an airman had been reported. Nevertheless the event went ahead as planned and
apart from a long hold up to enter the base when we arrived, the rest of the day
was a great success.
We arrived a few minutes before the Red Arrows gave one of their stunning
displays to open the air show. From 1pm to 4.30 in the afternoon we were treated
to a succession of displays by many different types of aircraft, from a venerable
old Avro Anson to a spectacular noisy display by a Eurofighter Typhoon.
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sham existed on the "Little Friends" website but until now have not published it
because I was unsure that it was actually taken at Martlesham.
However, we now know that the photograph was taken by Miss Helen
Menninger, who was based at Martlesham and with the American Red
Cross. Helen also managed the "Aero
Club" at Martlesham, but we know
nothing about this club.
With this information I am now sure of
the provenance of these photographs. I
expect that Clark Gable visited many
USAAF bases whilst over here as a
morale raising exercise.
Helen Menninger is seen here with Lt
Battie
of the
359th
squad
ron,
with
his P51, “Mojo Halka.” Mojo Halka is Polish
for “My Helen” and was named in her honour.
The aircraft was lost on 15th March 1945 and Lt
Battie became a prisoner of war. Both photographs were almost certainly taken in December
1944 or January 1945, when Britain suffered
one of the coldest winters on record. Helen was
the lucky girl who took the photograph of Clark
Gable at Martlesham.
Another photograph, (below), shows a group of ex POW's on their return to
Martlesham after hostilities
ended. Lt Battie is the one on
the wing, far left. So the story
has a happy ending!
Photographs courtesy of the
“Little Friends” website
This is not the only time that
Clark Gable’s name has been
associated with Martlesham
Heath. MHAS archivist Alan
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Our August meeting traditionally consists of an outing and on Friday the 5th a

large party of us visited our friends at Ipswich Transport Museum.
After a buffet at the Golf, Foxhall road, we arrived at the museum and were
taken by vintage double decker bus to the reserve collection over on the Whitehouse estate on the other side of Ipswich.
This is where the dedicated volunteers,
who do such sterling work restoring
vintage vehicles, have a collection of
chassis and parts awaiting restoration.
After we returned we spent the rest of
the evening being shown around the
huge selection of vintage transport including a wonderfully restored Ipswich tram dating from about 1900.
A vintage Dennis bus undergoing restoration. It was always affectionately
known as a “pig” because of its
distinctive snout!
A great evening and we are grateful to Howard King, who organised the trip and also to the
volunteers of Ipswich Transport
Museum, Cobham Road Ipswich.
Alan Powell
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Clark Gable was a leading film actor of the mid 20th century and the
greatest asset of Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer

If you want to know how much MHAS is respected in the surrounding area then
if your attended the 2016 event you would not be left in any doubt.
Where all the people came from when there were so many other events on
including Flying Legends at Duxford is a mystery, but come they did and stayed
which was very encouraging.
The weather was perfect for which we were grateful as the day before was
definitely not ‘Fun Day’ weather. More surprisingly, the day was selected a year
previously, some one was on our side.
First a big thank you to all who helped in getting set up and for helping to take
it all down at the end of the day, without you we could not have had such a great
day, MHAS thank’s you all.
A special thanks however to Paul Howard. Having put the boards out on the
large Tesco roundabout I decided to unlock the Control Tower gates despite it
being early. Waiting there was a Morris Traveller, it was Paul. I thanked him for
being early to which he replied, “you said half past six”, I didn’t argue.
Thank goodness he was there. The local idiots had obviously had a party around
the tower on the Saturday night and had left fish papers, bottles along with the
remains of their fish and chips etc. every where, it was a disgusting mess. Paul
however donned his gloves and armed with a broom and shovel cleared away
every bit of rubbish. Thank you Paul your a star.
Back to the event. It was hot, very hot in the full sun, but Robert and the ladies
who were selling draw tickets along with our own members did a wonderful job
and sold every ticket. A wonderful achievement.
The vintage cars and the military vehicles rolled in thanks to Colin Whitmore
who organised the cars and Andy Moore the military vehicles. At one point I
thought, can we take any more?
By 11:00am most of the stands were up and running, which was quite amazing
as there were vehicles every where, but it all came together.
Our master of ceremonies, Steve and Dorinda Suttle were on top form as always
with music and sound effects, which had everyone looking up to the skies.
The programme, which included a fly past by a Mk XVI clipped wing Spitfire
which incidentally arrived 15 mins before we originally expected it caused Steve
a headache, but he was back on track without to much bother. A big thank you
to Tarkey Barker for securing the BBMF’s attendance.
Miss Luna Nightingale, who unfortunately couldn’t make it last year thrilled the
crowd with her singing.
The Jive dancers never disappoint and several of the visitors joined in, me
included. That 60’s music is very appealing.

Much against MGM's wishes he joined the USAAF in 1942 with the intention
of becoming an aerial gunner in bombers. He flew to England and in 1943 was
based at RAF Polebrook with the 351st Bomb Group.
His brief was that he should head a film unit, but whilst at Polebrook he flew
five combat missions, one to Germany. as an Observer-Gunner in Flying Fortresses.
During one on these missions Gable's aircraft was damaged by flak and attacked
by fighters, which knocked out one of the engines and shot up the stabiliser. In
the raid on Germany one crewman was killed and two others wounded. Flak
went through Gables boot and narrowly missed his head.
When word reached MGM they began to badger the Air Force to reassign its
most valuable actor to non-combat duties. Clark Gable eventually returned to the
United States in November 1943.
Incidentally Adolph Hitler was an avid cinema addict and admired Clark Gable.
Bizarrely he offered a considerable award to anyone who could capture him and
deliver him unscathed.
I was aware that this photograph above, showing Clarke Gable at RAF Martle-
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Movie star Clark Gable seen at Martlesham Heath. Date unknown. The
photo gives a good impression of what life was like on an active base.
Photo Helen Menninger. (Constable)

With

Mr Winston Churchill (Aka Alan Kempton)
Rachael Hockley-Warner (Bugler - Stow Maries)

Like wise the Ipswich Piping Society held ever ones attention playing superbly.
One thing I haven’t mentioned was the opening ceremony. Our President Mr
Richard Barker introduced Air Commodore Mike Bettell who duly opened the
event after revealing a couple of embarrassing moments while opening and
taking part in a similar event while serving in the RAF.
This is the centenary of the ‘Battle of the Somme’. Rachael Hockley-Warner
from Stow Maries a 1st WW airfield in Essex played ‘Last Post’ which was
followed by a minutes silence and then ‘Reveille’.
Mr Winston Churchill then addressed the crowd with a well rehearsed speech
originally delivered by Winston himself .
Miss Luna Nightingale then sung the ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ made famous of
course by Vera Lynn.
To close the ceremony James Mullen brought along his white, ‘Wishing Well
Doves’ of peace which were released into a beautiful blue sky.
During the afternoon members and friends sallied forth with collection buckets.
As I understand from our Treasurer, a very worth while activity, thank you all
very much.
I could go on but space doesn't allow.
Thank you all once again for all your help and support you all did tremendously
well.
To close a few pictures from the day…
Martyn

John Cooper

Time for a quiet chat and a drink
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Jive Dancers
Air Commodore Mike Bettell - Opening ceremony

Ipswich Piping Society
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Ms Luna Nightingale
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