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My usual rather belated Happy New Year to you all!
Did you know that the 16th January marked the centenary of the start of
aviation at Martlesham? Royal Flying Corps Martlesham Heath was opened
on 16th January 1917 to become the "Aeroplane Experimental Unit."
As many will know by now a group of enthusiasts are planning an ambitious
two day event on 8th and 9th July to celebrate not only all the important
aviation research and development which took place here, but also the
research and development that has taken place at Martlesham by the British
Telecom laboratories since they arrived. Web address: mh100.org.uk
The village green will host the celebrations. A static Spitfire and Hurricane
will be present and a flypast of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight is
planned as well as one of the prestigious Royal Air Force bands. Final
arrangements are in hand. Fingers crossed it will be unmissable.
Of course the new village of Martlesham Heath is built on the site of the old
airfield and the village is very well laid out and an award winning success.
This fact, together with the ambitious new plans to extend the village around
Adastral Park will provide a third incentive to celebrate the history of a
remarkable village.
In the days before it was called "British Telecom" it was the General Post
Office, or GPO and was at Dollis Hill in London. It is not generally known
that engineers from Dollis Hill worked tirelessly to develop war winning
inventions and I have endeavoured to remember a little of their vital WW2
work.
Plenty of other stories and anecdotes as well as MHAS news. My thanks to
those who contribute stories and enable me to produce a newsletter which
hopefully folk will find interesting.
ED
The forthcoming centenary celebrations at Martlesham are intended to
highlight the record of research and innovation which has taken place in
our village since the arrival of aviation 100 years ago.
For their part British Telecom will be displaying some of the important
developments they have introduced since moving from Dollis Hill in London in the early 70's.
However, as I stated in my editorial, the GPO, as it was formerly known,
was responsible for vital work carried out during WW2 and it is a great pity
that much of this seems to have been forgotten, or at least thought not to
be of sufficient public interest to make public.
In a former, "Runway 22" I published an account by two GPO scientists
which describes their highly effective counter measure against the Luftwaffe navigation to targets in Britain by a radio beam. The bombers would
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Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Clerk of Works
Museum Manager
Engineering

Martyn Cook
Robert Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Colin Whitmore
Ian Lisseman
Brian Gray

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 729512
(01473) 611665
(01394) 383163

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome the 6 new members since the last newsletter.
Martin White

Lee Cognetta

Shaun Musson

Donald Chapman

John Goode

Heather Peterson

Rosemary Eastgate

Kelvin Eastgate

Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
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To assist us in that task, 8th in the East have provided us with a telephone
line, a computer and Internet access for 1 year.
We have purchased and fitted a desktop along the width of the Lecture
Theatre, which supports the new computer along with the computer that
we use for PowerPoint presentations.
The task of educating school children and older groups on the history of
this one famous airfield and the local social history of that time will carry
on, but only with your support.
On Wednesday we were invited to Kesgrave Community Hall to talk on
the history of Martlesham Heath airfield. On Thursday 12th of January we
had three classes from Gorseland Primary School, their interest is quite
remarkable.
We thank 8th in the East most sincerely for all their help and for giving us
the additional tools to carry on their vision.
Martyn Cook - Chairman

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary
3 February '17 ...….……. Audio Visual Presentation …….….

MIKE BETTELL

'Flying Emergency's

Peter Hart

3 March '17………….…....... Audio Visual Presentation ………....
‘”Bloody April” Slaughter in the Skies over Arras 1917’

7 April '17 ...…….………… Audio Visual Presentation ………..…

TIM BRETT

‘Parham - B-17 390th Bomb Group Mission’

5 May '17 ...…......…………. Annual General Meeting ……………….…

AGM

‘Your Time to Have Your Say’

VICKY GUNNELL
‘Through the Eye of a Camera - Photography Pioneer Captain Walden Hammond'

2 June '17 ……………..….. Audio Visual Presentation…….

There will be no July meeting as…
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th July 2017
Martlesham Heath Centenary Celebrations - MH100.org.uk
4 August '17 ...….…….…. Our August Evening Visit …….….

EVENING VISIT

'Yet to be decided'

Please check website - www.mhas.org.uk - for Programme updates
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follow the beam and another beam, transmitted from a different location
would intercept the navigation beam over the target.
The article is entitled "Bending The Beams" and appears in the January
2009 edition of "Runway 22" which can be downloaded or read online on
our website, www.mhas.org.uk.
A former member of our society was the late Jork Andrews, who worked at
the former GPO at Dollis Hill. Jork was very knowledgeable and an article
written by him also appeared in an earlier edition of "Runway 22". I have
included this below because it shows another occasion when the GPO once
again delivered vital technology to help win the war.
ED
It is always said that Watson Watts work on Radar won us the Battle of
Britain. I suggest that this is inaccurate and that it dismisses other, much less
glamorous work, which turned radar detection into a finely honed tool.
It would not have been sufficient for all radar operators to be individually
calling airfields and Fighter Control with observations as the aircraft appeared. There would have been a jumble of information which could not
have been usefully reviewed and might easily have been forgotten or overwritten.
It is clear that someone in Fighter Command had the vision to see that all of
the information could be presented on the large control room map with which
we are now so familiar. This allowed the overall commander on his balcony
to enjoy a view of the whole battlefield, hundreds of miles across, with
accurate, easily understood and up to the second information. Fighter Command had the drive to specify the solution they needed, then to get all of the
parts in place and train the many different operators to make it happen.
It required communication links to the control centre from all of the data
sources, not only radar stations but Observer Corps, airfields and so on. Then
at both ends of each of these lines there had to be operators who were trained
to respond to messages in concise and accurate ways. The end result was to
be a faithful display of all of the threats and resources for the “chief” to make
his decision. Then these decisions had to be relayed to the various points for
appropriate action airfields, balloon sites, air raid warnings, civil defence,
fire, ambulance and so on. This required more links and trained operators. On
top of all this, the system had to be resilient in the face of faults and enemy
action.
This was nothing less than a big data processing system long before computers became commonplace. Its specification, design and proper working was
a triumph for Fighter Command. It would not have been possible without a
very considerable input from the Post Office telephone business which was
already overtaxed with many other wartime pressures. I have never seen the
Page 2

Battle of Britain story told in this way. Yes, radar was the “magic ingredient”
but many other countries were then working on radar. It was the overall
system, which was the battle winner; it was the first time that a commander
had had a complete picture of the whole battle displayed before him in “real
time”. I think that the considerable contribution, which the Post Office made
to this story, has never been acknowledged.
But there was another contribution from the Post Office, which remained
secret and has never been made public. It concerns the useful range of a radar
station. When only one station is working it may have a range of more than
100 miles depending upon the radio noise at the receiver which will mask the
signal reflected by the aircraft. However, when all stations in the “chain” are
transmitting, each is contributing to the “noise” seen by the other receivers
and this reduces their range to less than half.
It was seen that, if they could synchronise all of the transmitters to send their
pulses in turn, it would be possible for each receiver to view its own reflected
signal in a quiet spell, free of unwanted transmissions. To do this from a
central point by a telephone line was not a difficult task but, if just one of
those lines were to be put out of action then all of our radar network would
be severely disabled. This fault liability was not acceptable. The solution was
offered by the Post Office Research Station, then at Dollis Hill and now at
Martlesham Heath It used a 400Hz tone within a working telephone line to
provide the synchronising signal. This employed techniques, then recently
developed at Dollis Hill, to send a number of telegraph signals as separate
“vf voice frequencies” on one telephone circuit. This time they used only one
of these so that the remaining bandwidth could still be used for speech. Then,
if the line were to go faulty, a 132khz crystal controlled “time flywheel”
circuit was installed at each transmitter to keep the transmitter in synch. This
“flywheel equipment” was based on that which had earlier been used in the
design at Dollis Hill of the Speaking Clock to provide the first “Tim” Service
in 1937. The work of synchronising the radar stations is described in Research Reports 10617, 11468 and 11381 which were all classified and
difficult to view.
I was fortunate to meet the man responsible for doing this. He said that he
had an aerial on the roof of Dollis Hill which allowed him to see in his lab
all of the radar transmitters firing away sequentially showing that all was
well. The man’s name is Eric Hoare. During WW2 he worked on a number
of important tasks such as getting circuits out to the Naval bases in the
Northern Isles and preparing cross channel circuits for use after D Day, using
the latest multichannel techniques. After the war he looked for different work
and found it with the Glass House Crops Research Institute (GCRI) where he
designed electronic systems for controlling the environment in glass houses
then, of course, still using valves and high voltages. He was also involved
with ICI in the very early designs of Polythene tunnels at Lea Valley. They
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War Museum.
A vote of thanks was given by our president, Mr Richard Barker.

Friday 6th January…
It was a miserable January evening but that did not stop a great attendance
for our first meeting of 2017.
Nik Coleman is a film maker who lives at Long Stratton and his films can
be seen on Youtube and the History channel in several countries and are
due to be shown on Netflix. The subject he is most interested in is the
world of vintage warplanes and the title of his talk was, "Plane Resurrection, Tailwheels and Tears, The Making of Series One."
The evening was taken up with Nik's illustrated story of making the film
both here and in the United States of the expensive and time consuming
business of restoring aircraft. A Hawker Hurricane and a North American
B25 Mitchell bomber were among the aircraft featured. Also the building
of a WW1 Focker Triplane by a German orthopaedic surgeon who lives
and works here!
In the second half of the evening Nik showed more film and talked about
his next film project.
As a bonus Nik generously distributed unique codes to each of the
audience to enable them to view his film for free.
A great evening and a vote of thanks was given by our chairman, Martyn
Cook.
ED
Now more than 70 years after the end of WW2 those who can remember
the war and in particular the 8th USAAF are disappearing and along with
them their stories and memories.
“8th in the East” was set up to record all that the 8th USAAF brought and
created here in the east of England.
They received a lottery grant to enable them to record that history. The
money was also used to train volunteers such as MHAS to collect and
record those stories and memories of that time. Furthermore, to ensure
that we were sufficiently trained to enable us to pass on all those stories,
social history etc. on to others.
Sadly, their three year project is now at an end. Hopefully, all their hard
work in educating volunteers and museums will carry on benefiting all,
particular the children.
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edge in his talk, "What Did Your Relative Do In The Great War?"
In addition to a number of large storyboards depicting war heroes from
Ipswich, David had brought along a large collection of medals dating
back to the Crimea. These included a set of the iconic "Pip, Squeak and
Wilfred" medals. These campaign medals were issued to men of the
British Expeditionary Force who fought in that horrific of all wars. The
first of these medals is the 1914-15 Star and was given to members of the
"Old Contemptibles," who fought in France in 1914. When they were
issued, in the 1920's they were so called after a popular comic strip in the
Daily Mirror.
Members of the audience brought along various medals from their own
families and one visitor from Stowmarket brought an Anzac commemorative medallion. A poignant reminder of the sacrifices from Australia and
all the countries of the then British Empire who came to the assistance of
the "mother Country."
David's command of his subject made for a most interesting evening and
a vote of thanks was given by our chairman, Martyn Cook.

pioneered these designs, which are now used around the world. Then he was
attracted to Australia where the Commonwealth Scientific & Industrial
Research Organisation (CSIRO) was supporting the great development of the
Snowy Mountain scheme which used the steady snow melt to provide
constant irrigation for a great new farming area including the diversion of
whole rivers through mountains back into the potentially productive country
inland.
This scheme is a great success story. I met Eric on one of his occasional
returns to the “Mother Country” and established email contact with him
sadly he died on one of his camping trips to the wild Northern Territories. In
multiplying the range of our CH stations his work made a great contribution
which was much appreciated by fighters when they started to make their
aggressive “rhubarb” sweeps from 1941. The Post Office certainly played its
part in the team, which made our radar story a great success.
In his last email to me from Australia in 1993 Eric quoted “The good that
men do is often interred with their bones”. In writing this I am hoping to
publicise what he did and avoid his work being completely lost from view.
Jork Andrews

Friday 2nd December…
Our meeting featured an illustrated talk by an old friend of the society.
John "Smudge" Smith was accompanied by his wife and they came all the
way from Stevenage on a damp December evening.
The title of John's fascinating talk was "The History of Duxford, From its
Inception to the Present Day." Duxford has an aviation history almost as
old as our own here at Martlesham. We will be celebrating the centenary
of the opening of an airfield at Martlesham in little more than one month
from now and Duxford has a prestigious history over a similar period of
time. The original buildings at Duxford were built by German prisoners
of war.
John talked also of RAF Fowlmere. This was also operational during the
Great War but was completely dismantled in the 1920's before coming to
life again in WW2.
Flt Lt Frank Whittle, who developed the jet engine, was studying at
Cambridge and flew from Duxford in the pre-war years with the Cambridge University Air Squadron.
RAF Duxford was, like Martlesham, one of 11 Group - the ring of
airfields defending London in 1940 and Douglas Bader was also stationed at Duxford at this time.
John went on to talk of the United States Air Force presence in the second
half of WW2 and then on to the adoption of the airfield by the Imperial

To mark the Centenary of Martlesham Airfield a beautiful cake made by
‘Duncan’s Bakery’ as a gift, was cut in the Control Tower on the afternoon
of the 16th January 2017.
Representing MHAS and MH100 are, Howard King, Ian Lisseman, Robert
Dunnett, Peter Davis, John Cooper, Ian Read, Ray Hooper and yours truly.
Martyn Cook - Chairman
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Picture by:
Ian Read - MH100

Picture by:
John Cooper - MHAS

Left:: Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman
Right: Peter Davis - MH100 Chairman

Our museum will open again on Sunday 3rd April to the end of October. We
urgently need some help staffing the museum from 2pm to 5pm.
Typically volunteers might do about three afternoons during the season. Its
really interesting and we meet visitors with some interesting stories to tell.
We like to have at least three helpers on duty and if you don't know the
answer to any questions that come up from the visitors your colleagues are
sure to provide the answer.
If you just want to put your name forward to act as a stand-in if another
regular helper is unable to turn up that's also fine.
Please contact Martyn Cook on 01473 614442 for more information.
Our Vice Chairman, Robert Dunnett sent me the following picture & report
On the 30th November 2016 at the Control Tower we had a visit from Eddie
and Alison Hopkin. They arrived with two lovely pictures for the museum.
The first was this magnificent ‘Artists Proof Print’ entitled ‘Summer of 44’.
Painted by Steve Burgess, it shows P-51’s from the 356th FG returning back
to base (Martlesham Heath) over what was a typical late summer view of
rural Suffolk.
Given as a gift to Mrs Peri Mundell, it was agreed with the artist that it be
donated as a fitting tribute to those who served at Martlesham Heath.

Left: Eddie Hopkin Right: Robert Dunnett - Vice Chairman

The second print was that of a spitfire painted by John Young and donated by
Alison Hopkin.
We thank them & Mrs Mundell most sincerely for these magnificent prints,
Robert Dunnett
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missing during one of the many moves in my life.
I cannot remember, if I ever knew, the story of the film but it was to be a
commercial film for public entertainment, possibly called The Shadow of
the Wing" or something very similar. As far as I know the film was never
released in the UK; the whole family was watching out for it, and I have
never heard of or seen the film material being used. Whether after all this
time the material still exists in a usable state must be very doubtful but it
might be worthwhile for an enthusiast to follow it up. As a start, the
filming must have had some special clearance in RAF/Air Ministry and
Hawker circles for security and insurance, and to define who should do
the flying, and do the paying and to whom. If the files on these matters
still exist and could be traced (Public Records Office? any volunteers?
Ed.) they might well lead further.
The whole episode seemed remarkable then and it seems even more
remarkable now."
Eric Goose

Friday 7th October…
The hall was packed for our meeting. Mr Bernard O'Connor is a prolific
author and has written a new book, "Churchill's Most Secret Airfield RAF Tempsford."
Tempsford is in Bedfordshire and not far from the A1. During WW2 it
was one our most secret airfields. Two special duties squadrons were
based there. No. 138 dropped Special Operations Executive, (SOE)
agents and supplies into occupied Europe, usually in Halifax bombers. A
second squadron, No. 161 employed Lysander army cooperation type
light aircraft. They picked up and delivered special agents and only
operated by moonlight. They landed on farmers fields with the aid of
resistance workers carrying torches to mark the landing area.
The bravery, both of the special agents and the aircrews who delivered
them is legend. Churchill had vowed to "set Europe ablaze" by dropping
agents and assisting the resistance organisations in occupied countries.
That is the reason Bernard entitled his book as he did.
A vote of thanks was given by our chairman, Martyn Cook. Visit Bernard
O'Connor's website, www.bernardoconnor.org.uk

Friday 4th November…
Our meeting featured an illustrated talk by one of our own members.
David Empson demonstrated his enthusiastic and comprehensive knowlPage 18

sequences at Martlesham and I have appended this interesting story
below. Unfortunately we have no contact information about Eric Goose,
Alan Powell
"ex Engineering Management, 1970s 80s
I joined Kingston late in my working life after 35 years as an Engineering
Officer in the RAF. My connection with aeroplanes stemmed from the
fact that my father (WF Goose) was the Rolls~Royce 'rep' at the A&AEE,
Martlesham Heath for all of the 1930s until it moved to Boscombe Down
immediately before the 1939 45 war.
I got really interested in aeroplanes in the mid 1930s when I was about 12
and I watched aircraft from the airfield boundary in my boarding school
holidays. Occasionally my father would take me along for a closer look if
there was anything special about. I clearly remember being taken to see
the prototype Hurricane when it first arrived at Martlesham in 1936. (I
should mention that 'security' as we now known it was virtually non
existent in those days, with the main Woodbridge Felixstowe road going
right through the middle of the camp.)
On another occasion my father took me, and my younger brother who can
vouch for the event, to watch some filming at Martlesham. I am uncertain
of the date but it must have been during the school summer holidays in
1937 or 1938 probably 1937 because politics would rule out the later date.
We saw a single, silver painted Hurricane just standing there, starting,
taxying out, flying very fast and aerobatically, landing and taxying back
(perhaps more than once I'm not sure). It was being filmed by several
very impressive cameras of a Hollywood company. I cannot remember its
name, but it was a top one and if I had to guess it would be MGM.
I remember that it was a wonderful summer afternoon with just a few fair
weather cumulus with some vertical development in the distance providing a perfect background to the flying the director was very excited
because of what he had heard about British weather. The director himself
was the film director of our youthful imagination. Short and stocky,
wearing breeches, brown leather boots with leggings and a rather flamboyant jacket. He smoked a large cigar while he commanded all the
activity from a typical folding canvas 'director's chair'. His name was
Elmer 'something'; I can't remember the initial or surname but the given
name sticks because it was the first time I had come across it and it came,
to me, to personify the schoolboy's idea of a 'Yank'. What is particularly
annoying is that I was a keen autograph collector in those days and I got
the director's autograph with full name, date, film company and the
planned name of the film. I had the autograph book for years but it went
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Stanley Chambers was 100 years
old on Monday, 21st November
and MHAS were privileged to
present him with a framed photograph of a Spitfire in recognition of
an extraordinary career in the RAF.
Our hon. vice president, Air Commodore (retd) Mike Bettell presented the picture to Stanley.
The local press and BBC cameras
and a reporter were here. The event
appeared on Look East on his birthday and we are pleased that we
were able to honour Stanley and
broadcast it to such a large audience.
My thanks to David Titshall, a
MHAS member for the following
account of his career. I have appended it below much as it was received.
ED

Stanley was born in Kitchener Road Ipswich on 21st November 1916.
He left Felixstowe at 8 o'clock in the morning on 18th November and was
sworn in at Adastra House on 21st of November 1937. He was 20 years
old. The recruits were all lined up for a medical and he was passed Al, Bl.
Then they were taken on the underground to Uxbridge, a corporal looked
after them.
Stanley was posted to RAF Holton. He then went to Holton Hospital on a
nursing course and passed out as an LAC.
Onwards then to St. Athens. Stanley was a keen sportsman, most interested in Rugby. He used to watch Oberlensky, who was an international
rugby player. (later a fighter pilot who was killed at Martlesham Heath).
After this he was posted to RAF Feltwell where they had 214 squadron
who would do practice flights over the Eifel tower in Paris. This was in
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August 1939, before the war started. They were equipped with Wellington
Bombers.
Stanley re-mustered as air crew training as a pilot on Tiger Moths and was
sent to Moose Jaw, Canada on a cruiser, the Empress of Asia. The ship ran
on a zig zag course to dodge the U boats.
After training he joined 81 squadron, flying Spitfire 5's. Then he was
posted to the Photographic Reconnaissance Unit at Mount Farm flying
duck blue spitfires with no guns and plenty of fuel. Flying up to about
35000 to 40000 feet armed with cameras taking pictures for the D Day
landings.
17 squadrons of Spitfires, which included Stanley, escorted 670 Lancaster
bombers to bomb Caen. He was in 11 group, the operation was called
'Ramrod', this was on 14th August.
Stanley then went to Thorney Island flying Lysanders, target towing, then
posted back to Fighter command 165 squadron, defending London and
outer districts, knocking out flying bombs Vl's, better known as doodlebugs or divers. He then went to Worthdown OUT.
After the war Stanley had some time to do to complete his service. He was
stationed at Horsham St. Faiths where he flew Squadron Leader Parker
from Horsham St. Faiths to Martlesham Heath in an Airspeed Oxford.
After this he was a medical sergeant at Coningsby. Stanley then went to
Coltishall, then back to Bentwaters. He was re-mustered to air crew as
flight sergeant and waited for a refresher course on Harvards at Finningley, which was a three week course.
Cold war started! He was posted to Wattisham on Spitfire 16's and was
posted to Hong Kong with 28th Squadron with Spitfire 18's.
While in Hong Kong Stanley broke his leg playing rugby. He had to lay
in bed at attention!
Home to Roughton Hospital which had a runway, then home. Onwards
then for the second time to Finningley on a refresher course it was now
1950. Stanley was not fit for combat duties so he was sent to RAF Lucas
on bombing range. For four years he was in charge of bombing run before
being posted to air traffic control at Shawbury. He passed out as a
controller, and took his turn on watch. On to Swanton Morley, flying with
aircraft apprentices. He was an electronics officer. Stanley took part in the
Battle of Britain Memorial service at Westminster Abbey in 1952 as part
of the guard of honour. He was in charge of RAF contingent.
Stanley finished his service with the RAF in 1958 and then went back to
civilian life.
Ed.

taken PoW he took off again. His engine cut out and he was very
fortunate to glide down to a deadstick landing at Ipswich Airport.
Four Hurricanes carried out the attack, the 4th which got back to
Debden was flown by P/O Stevens."
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We now have the complete story…. Unless any of you reading this know
any different!
So there IS a Martlesham Heath link – I certainly recognize the name of
H.P. (“Cowboy”) Blatchford) – who I seem to recall was involved with
intercepting the Italian Air Force raid on East Anglia on the 24th October,
and visited Martlesham Heath many times.
My thanks for this research go to : Tarkey Barker (our Society Facebook
Manager), who put me in touch with Bob Collis, Alan Smith, our Archivist…… and of course, the Author of the original article, Hilary Marlowe
of the Pettaugh History Society.
Howard King

After the article I included in the October, 2016 edition of Runway 22 I
now have some further information.
I have had an enquiry from Anthony McKay, who lives in New Zealand
and is currently researching MGM British Studios, (the UK branch of
MGM). He has contacted me after seeing a story in a previous Runway
22 entitled "Hawker Hurricane - Film Star."
He spotted the story on the internet. Such is the power of the World Wide
Web!
Anthony was very interested in the log book details I published earlier
about the Martlesham test pilot, Sammy Wroath, who flew a Martlesham
Hurricane for an MGM film, "Shadow of the Wing", (later renamed "Test
Pilot"). Alan Smith was able to give details of entries in Sammy Wroath's
log book and I was able to pass these on to Anthony McKay.
No footage seems to exist of a Hawker Hurricane appearing in the film
and this seems to be due to the fact that the Air Ministry withdrew
cooperation with MGM. Probably due to someone in Whitehall finally
waking up to the fact that what with that Hitler chappie being a bit uppish
perhaps we shouldn't be showcasing one of our latest fighters in a Hollywood film!
Anthony did send me the following eye witness account of the flying

Oberlt H. Langer ( Staffelkapitan), Oberlt E. Eitze, Uffz. H. Bellman
and Uffz. R. Seidel captured unhurt.
From my Diary
Combat report of 17 Sqdn for this day reports that P/O LW Stevens was
on patrol with the Squadron when they were vectored to a bandit over
Colchester. The cloud was about 1,000 ft thick and 6/10ths. The section
went above the cloud where the enemy aircraft , a Do 17, was sighted. A
beam attack was made followed into a rear-quarter with a 5-second
burst. Yellow 2 & 3 also made attacks. Blue Section then attacked and
Stevens made two further attacks, finishing with a frontal quarter
directly over Martlesham airfield. A flash came from the top middle of
the fuselage of the EA. It was obviously damaged and eventually came
down near Framlingham. The Section led by Stevens landed at Martlesham owing to lack of fuel. The bomber had previously strafed and
bombed Colchester and was from Geschwaderstab /KG2, coded U5+FA
It was credited to Stevens, F/Lt AWA Bayne, F/O HP Blatchford and
P/O JK Ross. The complete crew were captured when it crash landed
at Rookery Farm, Cretingham where it burned out."
It is so important that these events should be recorded and Hilary Marlow
is to be congratulated for her work. However, it is 76 years since the
outbreak of WW2 and there is clearly a conflict regarding the facts.
Howard has received some more information about this event from Bob
Collis of the Lowestoft/Flixton museum and I have appended this below.
"The incident was on 2 Oct 1940 and long before Mendlesham airfield
came into being! Dornier Do 17Z Werk-Nr 3423 U5+FA from
Stab/KG.2 which bombed and strafed Colchester was intercepted by 3
17 Sqn Hurricanes (Debden) flown by Flt Lt Bayne, P/O Fajtl and P/O
Ross, the latter being the pilot who landed nearby. The flight had been
airborne for 90 minutes when they were vectored onto the raider. The
Do 17 crashed near Rookery Farm Cretingham at 10.20 hours and the
crew were taken PoW although my info is that they baled out. All 3
Hurricanes force-landed. Ross was the pilot nearby. After the crew were
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I'M FINE
There's nothing whatever the matter with me,
I'm just as healthy as I can be.
I have arthritis in both my knees
And when I talk, it's with a wheeze.
My pulse is weak, my blood is thin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
I think my liver is out of whack
And a terrible pain is in my back.
My hearing's poor, my eyesight's dim,
Most everything seems to be out of trim.
My doctor says my days are few
For every week there's something new.
The way I stagger is just a crime,
I'm likely to drop at any time.
I jump like mad at the drop of a pin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
My teeth will eventually have to come out,
And my diet, I hate to think about
I'm overweight and I can't get thin,
My appetite's such that it's bound to win,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
Arch supports I have for my feet
Or I wouldn't be able to go on the street.
Sleep is denied me every night
And every morning I'm a sight
My memory's failing, my head's in a spin,
But I'm awfully well for the shape I'm in.
The moral is, as this tale we unfold,
That for you and me who are growing old
It's better to say “I’m Fine" with a grin
Than to let them know the shape we're in.
ANON
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I am grateful to our member, John Langford, who has sent me the latest
Bawdsey Radar information and reminded me that this is an important
year for them.

As most of us are aware, Bawdsey Radar Trust have been awarded a
Heritage Lottery Fund Grant of £1.4 million as part of a £1.8 million
project to conserve the transmitter block building on Bawdsey Manor
Estate.
We congratulate the hard working team of enthusiasts whose work has
resulted in the preservation of such a vital part of our history.
ED

Their latest newsletter states.…
The building work has started! On September the 14th Concrete Renovations and Elliston Steady and Hawes began work on the restoration
of the Transmitter Block and progress is going as planned. You will see
from the above pictures that the earth surrounding the block has been
excavated down to the base of the blast walls to allow thorough repairs
to be undertaken. Apart from an old pair of shoes, some glass bottles
and a lot of barbed wire there were no surprises. We need temperatures
of above 5 degrees centigrade for the repairs to be effective so hopefully
the weather will be kind to us. You will also see from the above pictures
the extent of some of the blast wall repairs. Work has also begun on the
removal of the concrete roof and the 1.5 meters of shingle blast protection. One third of the shingle will be removed from the roof entirely
allowing the area underneath to be made watertight. The adjacent third
of the shingle will then be moved across to the repaired section allowing
the next third of the roof to be made watertight and so on; an ingenious
way to save having to remove all of the shingle off the roof. The
consultant team is still working hard specifying the finer detail like the
colour of walls, choosing door furniture and replication of the missing
glass insulators where the original aerial wires went through the wall
of the building to the four transmitter towers.
The last three months has seen the exhibition team researching, documenting, and developing storylines for the exhibition. It’s been hard
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of his plane, ran across the field, drew his pistol and arrested the
Germans. Farm workers armed with pitchforks were quickly on the
scene and guarded the prisoners until the police arrived. The field was
too small for the Hurricane to take off and so the next day engineers
arrived and removed the wings so that the fuselage could be lifted on a
lorry and taken back to the nearest airbase on the Outskirts of Ipswich
for re-assembly"
Not surprisingly Howard could see that all did not ring true and he has
been in contact with our now retired archivist, Alan Smith. Alan has done
an enormous amount of work researching the aviation history of Martlesham Heath and has come up with the following from the Martlesham
daybook.

Shot down by Hurricanes of No. 17 Squadron ( F/Lt A.W.A. Bayne, F/O
H.P. Blatchford, P/O J.K. Ross and P/O L.W. Stevens, following bombing and straffing attack on Colchester. Forced landed and burnt out at
Rookery Farm, Cretingham, 10.28 am.
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German E boat. The Walrus was found the next day and flown back to
Martlesham.
Visit our website, www.mhas.org.uk. All the newsletters that I have edited
since 1997 are on the "newsletter" page. The May, 2000 edition gives
Noel Langdon's astonishing story in full. Download it or read it online.
"Holly" Hall's amusing reminiscences of the Supermarine Walrus are also
there.
Our now retired archivist, Alan Smith has researched the Martlesham
ASR story and I must get around to digging some of his work out because
to be sure there are more fascinating stories to be told.
Alan Powell

Our publicity manager, Howard King wears another hat! He is chairman
of the Ipswich branch of the Suffolk Family History Society and has
recently come across a book written by Hilary Marlow of the Pettaugh
History Society. Howard was interested in an extract from the book,
"Even Sundays were no day of rest for German Raiders…. The Forsdike family recalls being wakened on a Sunday morning by the thunder of a large number of German Raiders lining up for a raid on
Mendlesham airfield. Within minutes there was a dogfight in progress
above the countryside surrounding the village as Hurricane fighters
from nearby RAF Martlesham attacked the enemy planes...."
The Book carries on immediately with……
“At school one afternoon, the children heard the staccato firing of
machine guns above the sound of aircraft engines, followed by the noise
of a crash. School was just about to finish and as soon as school was
over some of the children leapt onto their bikes and rode off to find the
site of the crash. A Dornier bomber which had been severely damaged
by a Hurricane Fighter, had crash-landed in a field at Dove Farm in
Cretingham. The German Crew had managed to get out of the crashed
plane after it hit the ground and had burst into flames. The Hurricane
that had attacked it had been on a long patrol and ran out of fuel after
firing on the Dornier. The Hurricane pilot had managed to land his
aircraft in the field next to the crashed bomber. The pilot clambered out
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work and has tested our commitment at times but rewarding when each
element is completed.
You will also be pleased to hear that the project and our lease on the
Transmitter Block is not affected by the Manor now being up for sale.
What Next? December & January will see the completion of works to
the blast walls and roof, commencement of the new drainage system and
the toilet block (two toilets hidden within one of the blast wall alcoves).
Work inside the Transmitter Block will commence in December with the
removal of the blown plaster and the brick wall in the back room which
was not original. December will also see the finalisation of the exhibition plan allowing work to commence on the wording and graphic
displays.
Bawdsey Radar Trust have their own website, www.bawdseyradar.org.uk.
Visit that to follow the progress of the conservation programme and the
latest newsletters.
We at Martlesham Heath Aviation Society hope that they will be present
at our forthcoming centenary celebrations in July. RAF Martlesham
Heath had their own special Flight of aircraft on standby for use by the
boffins at Bawdsey and we are therefore also part of the history of Radar.
ED

Our annual Remembrance Service this year was held on the Barrack square
on Sunday 13th. November at 3:00pm.
We were blessed with sunny weather and the attendance grows each year. we
are grateful for all those brave souls who attended.
Our chairman, Martyn Cook was the Parade Marshall and our new parish
vicar, Rev. Toby Tate took the service.
Our President, Mr Richard Barker attended and gave an uplifting address
followed by our now, old friend, Wing Commander Phil Nicholson, the RAF
liaison officer from RAF Mildenhall, representing the RAF.
Our Vice president, Colonel Mark Ciero from the USAF was in the USA on
family business and therefore unable to attend this year. However, the USAF
was represented by Lt Colonel Jeremy Renken from RAF Lakenheath.
The Felixstowe 356th ATC and the Kesgrave detachment of the Army cadets
provided an excellent contingent together with the Martlesham Rangers and
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Guides and Martlesham Scouts. Assistant Chief Constable Rachel Kearton
represented the police. Andy Hunt represented Logicor, the landlords on the
Heath, who gave a generous donation. Representatives from the Royal
British Legion, the Royal Air Force Association (RAFA) were also present.
Many friends from the Iron Crows and Black Shucks were there in force.
They are a band of motor cyclists who tour round memorial services like ours
to help raise funds for the Royal British Legion. Finally Mr Rod Caird from
the Ipswich Piping society provided a bagpipe salute.
For pictures and a video of the event please go to our website,
WWW.MHAS.ORG.UK
Alan Powell

SQUADRON LEADER BROWN
RAF Martlesham Heath was home to "A" Flight of 277 squadron, (air, sea
rescue) and this cartoon depicts Squadron Leader Brown, who commanded air, sea rescue operations at Martlesham.

Our President, Mr Richard Barker has recently emailed to say that, "The
memorials have been cleaned. They show we care for them as we do the
memory which they represent."
Thank you Richard for your generosity and appreciation of our own efforts
to preserve our aviation heritage. ED

In our May, 2000 edition of "Runway 22" I included an interesting article
of the Supermarine Walrus by one of our founder members, the late and
much missed Charles "Holly" Hall.
I also interviewed Mr Noel Langdon from Woodbridge. Sadly Noel is no
longer with us, but the amazing story he related of plucking a Halifax
crew from the North Sea before abandoning his rescuing Walrus for an
MTB because they were unable to take off and were being pursued by a
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