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EDITORIAL
Our meeting on Friday 5th May was the occasion of our AGM. Our
Chairman, Martyn Cook was able once more to deliver an upbeat
account of the year just gone.
Martyn expressed our perennial concern about "none of us getting any
younger." There's no disputing that! Nevertheless we continue to get
enthusiastic members aboard. The band of helpers at the Control
Tower museum every Wednesday morning do so much work maintaining and improving our greatest asset.
An interesting account of RAF Woodbridge during WW2 has been
contributed. Woodbridge was, of course, constructed with an enormous runway as a "crash" 'drome, but Graham Haynes, who wrote the
article, concentrated on other activities which occurred there. All very
interesting.
It happened in 1969, but I do remember an American airman who,
despite being ground crew, commandeered a C130 Hercules and took
off to fly single handed to the USA to see his wife. The full story is in
here.
More stories and light hearted contributions which hopefully will
make you chuckle.
Please keep your stories rolling in.
Alan Powell

MHAS 36th AGM Report
Another AGM bites the dust, as I have often said, not the best way to
spend an evening but, it has to be done.
On Saturday morning I received a telephone call from our President
Mr Richard Barker. Richard apologised for not making the AGM
despite his intention to do so. He was himself in a meeting that overran
until late in the evening. Thank you Richard for your concern and your
call.
This was an unusual AGM in that we had two trustee's retiring. Peter
Durrell has been our Treasurer for 12 years. He has a number of other
interests that require some of his time and has therefore decided not to
stand for re-election. He has however said that he will be available to
help our new Treasurer if required. The committee thanked Peter for
all his hard work keeping us financially sound over the last 12 years
and we all wish Peter every success for the future.
Our other retiree is David Bloomfield. David has looked after the
MHAS wardrobe, well our clothing purchasing and sales for a number
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Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell123@talktalk.net

Other Committee Contacts...
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Program Sec.
Membership Sec.
Publicity Sec.
Rag Trade
Catering
Clerk of Works
Museum Manager
Engineering

Martyn Cook
Robert Dunnett
Alan Powell
Peter Durrell
Vicky Gunnell
Joe Cox
Howard King
David Bloomfield
Peter Morris
Colin Whitmore
Ian Lisseman
Brian Gray

(01473) 614442
(01473) 624510
(01473) 622458
(01473) 726396
(01473) 720004
(01394) 282047
(01473) 274300
(01473) 686204
(01473) 415787
(01473) 729512
(01473) 611665
(01394) 383163

Membership Secretary Report
I would like to welcome the 6 new members since the last newsletter.
Christophers Malcolm

John Mittell

Mick Meras

Mark Parry

Charles Croydon

Mike Saucede

Daphne Blackwood

Matthew Thorpe

Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047
Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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Membership & RUNWAY 22
I hope you have enjoyed reading this newsletter. Alan does a wonderful
job of getting these stories into print and is to be congratulated for always
making them interesting.
Now for the crunch... With our 36th AGM over we look forward to
another year but, the newsletter will only arrive on your doorstep or in
your hand if you renew your membership. So, why not take the opportunity to rejoin as soon as possible (details on page 22).
Should you not wish to rejoin may I on behalf of your executive committee wish you all the very best for the future.
However, should you wish to re-join sometime in the future we will be
pleased to welcome you back.
Martyn Cook - MHAS Chairman

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary
VICKY GUNNELL
‘Through the Eye of a Camera - Photography Pioneer Captain Walden Hammond'

2 June '17 ……………..….. Audio Visual Presentation…….

There will be no July meeting as…
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th July 2017
Martlesham Heath Centenary Celebrations - MH100.org.uk
4 August '17 ...….…….…. Our August Evening Visit ….…. PARHAM MUSEUM
'A Visit to Parham Aviation Museum'

1 September '17 ….…………...... To be Advised ………....

To be Advised

‘’

6 October '17 ...………………… To be Advised ………..…

TO BE ADVISED

‘’

3 November '17 ...…......…….…. To be Advised ……………

TO BE ADVISED

‘’

12 November '17 ...….……. Remembrance Service …..…. BARRACK SQUARE
'Starting at 3:00pm’

Please check website - www.mhas.org.uk - for Programme updates
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of years and like Peter has offered to help if required in the future. The
trustees and society members wish David a well deserved rest, although we will I'm sure see him on a Wednesday morning at the
museum. Thank you David for all you have done for the MHAS.
Our President Richard Barker has been a great supporter of the trustee's. His now legendary Milsom's committee meeting, which he
arranged for the Trustee's for a second year and which strangely
enough was attended by the whole committee. Perhaps it was the
relaxed atmosphere and good companionship or, was it the great food
and the flowing wine that brought the committee together. Can I say
at this point, the Chairman will not be providing such a feast for the
committee members at their forthcoming committee meetings. Joking
aside, on behalf of the committee thank you Richard most sincerely for
your generosity.
However, Richard's generosity didn't finish there. In previous years he
has arranged and paid for the Memorials to be cleaned and where
necessary, repaired, last year was no exception, thank you once again
Richard.
Alan Powell has for a number of years been trying to get Milsom's to
have a plaque placed in their reception area. The plaque is a reminder
that in WWII a group of residents, namely the 359th Squadron from the
356th Fighter Group who were based on RAF Martlesham Heath
during the later half of WWII called it home. Alan has written and had
printed a booklet depicting the life of the 359th Sqd. while staying at
Milsom's, known then of course as Kesgrave Hall. Alan's problem
however, was getting Alan Milsom to agree. Now, as you know it's
sometimes a case of who you know rather that what you know. Enter
our President. A meeting with Alan Milsom and the task was achieved.
However, there was the cost which Richard insisted on covering.
There seems no end to his generosity, Thank you very much Richard
from all of the Trustees and members.
You are all familiar with the saying" The Darkest Hour is just before
Dawn". Knowing just how good the MHAS trustees are at what they
do on our behalf concerns me for the future. Where will we find the
calibre of person to take the place of retiring trustees in the future,
hence my referral to the above saying, but enough of doom and gloom.
The year has been another success. Our outside visits and activities
around the museum have helped the society financially to keep our
costs down. Our Membership fee remains the same as in the previous
year as does the entrance fee to our meeting's.
Sadly we lost three members during the year. Ted Bridger, Peter
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Thorpe and Peter Biggs. They will watch our progress from afar where
they will not have to worry about Brexit or the CAA etc.
The coming year is already in the planning. The MH100 Centenary
Celebrations on the 8th and 9th of July this year will project the status
of the society to new heights. Hopefully, it will bring in a lot of new
members, but it can only happen with your help.
You will notice that I haven't mentioned the trustees individually in my
report. I hope that paragraph eight will expresses how I as Chairman
feel about our wonderful trustees. What they and everyone of our
working supporters have achieved, be it at our monthly meeting's or
the Control Tower Museum, portrays a great organisation that we can
all be very proud of.
The meeting was then handed over to Vicky Gunnell to start the
election of a Chairperson. With only one application yours truly was
re-elected. The remaining committee was elected on en bloc.
There was only one post left to fill, that of a Treasurer. With only one
application for the post, Pat Lisseman (Mrs) was duly elected. Welcome Pat to the board of trustees.
As always we cannot let those brave enough to come and listen to me
talking without showing them something a little unusual after the break.
Thank you Howard for arranging the WW1 DVD. It depicted troop
training along with a number of other clips of life beginning in 1911.
One of the clips which retained everyone's attention was the burial
service in Norwich of Edith Cavell. Well done Howard.
Martyn - Chairman
Saturday 8th & Sunday 9th July 2017
Saturday 10.00hrs until 22.00hrs
Sunday 11.00hrs until 17.00hrs.

On the 16th January 1917 Martlesham Heath airfield was commissioned. At the same time the ‘Royal Flying Corps' arrived in the shape
of the "Aeroplane Experimental Flight". This was the start of an
exciting 100 years of Martlesham Heath.
A two Day Celebration organised by the MH100 group is taking place
on the dates shown above to commemorate the centenary of this
famous airfield along with the arrival of the Post Office from Bletchley
Park and Dollis Hill North London (now Bt. Adastral Park). At the
same time the development of the village of Martlesham Heath began.
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airfield at Martlesham so it is particularly poignant that he should talk
about the Arras offensive, also in its centenary year.
The battle of Arras was a British offensive launched to take pressure
from a French battle in progress about 50 miles south. It resulted in
some 160,000 British casualties and 125,000 Germans and resulted in
a modest British advance.
At that time German aircraft were superior to our own aircraft but the
Royal Flying Corps pilots doggedly flew mission after mission with
heavy losses in order to photograph and plot German gun positions for
our artillery to concentrate on.
In fact, said Peter, the most productive role of aircraft in the Great War
was for reconnaissance. Martlesham Heath was already home to the
Photographic Flight of the Aeroplane Experimental Station.

The subject of our meeting was, "Pistol Packing Momma - The Story
of a Parham B17, "Flying Fortress." A dvd was introduced by Tim
Brett from the Parham Air Museum. Tim was accompanied by his
wife, Gillian and he began by telling the audience that the 390th Bomb
Group flew B-17 Flying Fortresses from Parham between July 1943
and the end of the war in Europe.
He read excerpt from letters written by crew members. They gave a
flavour of desperately dangerous days. The dvd was then shown and it
depicted most vividly the horrors of daylight attacks over heavily
defend Germany.
Only five days after the 390th Bomb Group became operational it was
ordered to attack the heavily defended Messerschmitt aircraft complex
at Regensburg. This was a shuttle mission, with the bombers landing
at bases in North Africa. In October of that year they attacked the ball
bearing factory at Scheinfurt in one of the bloodiest missions of the
war. For both of these missions the group received the Distinguished
Unit Citation.
In over 300 missions, they dropped more than 19,000 tons of bombs.
They lost 176 aircraft and 714 airmen were killed in action.
Parham Airfield Museum is open Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays
from now until the last Sunday in October between 11am and 5pm.
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Europe.
In the event the Channel Islands were simply by-passed when the
invasion took place in Normandy. Even the German generals were
afraid to put their reservations of such a use of resources for fear of
upsetting Heir Hitler. Nice one Adolph!
Alan Powell

MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Our honorary Vice President, Air Commodore, (retd) Mike Bettell was
accompanied by his wife and gave an illustrated talk, "I learned About
Flying From Mistakes and Mishaps in The Air."
Mike joined the Royal Air Force at the tender age of 18 and retired 37
years later. His first posting was to RAF Leeming to learn to fly the Jet
Provost. Then, on to RAF Valley flying the Gnat trainer before flying
the Hunter at RAF Chivenor and then the English Electric Lightning at
Coltishall and Wattisham for five years. Mike also flew the American
Phantom.
Various stories of terrifying incidents were related along the way. The
first when he was young and inexperienced and had a compass failing
in a Jet Provost.
Dirty windscreen on approach into the sun. Landing in fog and a seat
with an electric lift fault which caused him to be trapped beneath the
cockpit canopy. All these incidents and more were told in his humorous
way but at the time they were obviously dangerous and potentially
lethal. The ability to act rationally and quickly instead of panicking are
clearly qualities that a pilot must have.

Another great turn-out for our monthly meeting on 3rd March. Mr
Peter Hart, who has entertained us before with his in-depth aviation
knowledge, delivered an illustrated talk in his own inimitable style.
"Bloody April - Slaughter in the skies over Arras - April 1917." Peter
Hart is a military historian with specialist knowledge about the Great
War. One of his books was on sale at the meeting. He is from the
Imperial War Museum and we are grateful that he came all the way
from London to speak to us.
2017 marks the centenary of the opening of a Royal Flying Corp
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It was to be a model village based on individual hamlets separated by
green areas. The village won a number of awards for it's innovative
design and is now a benchmark for new developments of this type.
The MH100 team have put together a comprehensive list of events for
both the Saturday and Sunday, which they hope you can be part of.
Below is an updated list of some of the scheduled events. However,
some have not been finalised as yet, but are being worked on. They do
however, give you a good flavour of what you can expect.
Please Note
That because of this special event the Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society will not be holding their annual open day event in September
as the main movers and shakers are heavily involved in staging this
MH100 weekend and - one is enough - I’m sure you will understand.
The MH100 event is being staged on the Main Green where the
Douglas Bader Pub stands.
A large area has been designated to Military vehicles under the trees by
the old runway, so this should make a good backdrop for the displays.
The same piece of runway in front of the Martlesham Heath Surgery
will house the three vintage car groups, it is expected to fill this area
with these nostalgic vehicles.
Of special interest will be the unveiling of a Commemorative Stone &
Plaque on the Sunday afternoon by…
The Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk, Claire Countess of Euston
The plaque will commemorate the contribution that has been made
over the last 100 years to make Martlesham Heath what it is today.

Military

BBMF Spitfire and Hurricane Display Saturday and Sunday (Confirmed).
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Static Genuine Spitfire and Hurricane for 'sit in' photo opportunities
Red Devils Parachute Team Display – Sunday (Confirmed)
Red Arrows Sunday (to be confirmed)
WW1 Aeroplane Static display TBA
Wattisham Army Air Corps Helicopter Static Display or fly over (to
be confirmed)
WW1 Stand from Elmswell Airfield
Bawdsey Radar Museum display and demonstrations
Royal Air Force Association (RAFA)
WW2 Bomb Disposal Austin Tilly's and K2 Ambulance
Chindit Burma Mules
Tail End Charlie’s Re-enactment Group
WW1 and 2 Military Vehicles. Post war to 1963 Military Vehicles
WW1 Battle Bus which toured the Front lines - Courtesy of London
Transport Museum. See www.hlf.org.uk then search Battle
Bus (not yet confirmed)
Bawdsey Radar exhibition
Royal Observer Corps - Early Radar exhibition and demonstrations
with Bawdsey Radar.
Meet the Veterans of RAF Martlesham Heath
71 Sqn. Eagle Squadron Families and veterans from USA
RAF Honington Police
RAF Marham Police dogs (to be confirmed)
Army Air Corps Wattisham (details to follow)
Royal Logistic corps
REME
US Air Force Lakenheath (details To be announced)
US Forces Europe (details to be announced)

Attractions and Services
BBC Radio Suffolk broadcasts both days
BT Adastral Park - Martlesham Heath exhibition stand, not to be
missed!
University Suffolk - A Virtual Reality Display and Film Shows in
conjunction with BT
Ipswich Transport museum - Transport Vehicles
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Notes from Jork Andrews who first published this story in 1992.
To fully appreciate this tale one needs to turn the calendar back more
than 60 years to the wartime experience which some of us were
privileged to endure. "Privileged" is an odd word to use but most who
were around at that time will remember it that way although those of
younger vintage will barely comprehend those feelings. The hardships
and adversity of the times only served to bind us more strongly
together under inspired leadership of those such as Winston Churchill
One particular feature of such times is the way that opportunities are
presented to people - often very junior people - to make decisions and
to seize opportunities and DO things which are quite outside the
"rulebook". Perhaps it is one of the better British characteristics that
we seem to be able to "rise to the occasion". In sometimes arises a need
to make decisions - and to get on and do things - without any stimulus
from "above".
The Channel Isles tale disguises all of the technical achievement
landing on enemy-held beaches and assembling radio equipment
prominently on coastal cliffs. It makes light of doing work, "over and
above the call of duty". Some quiet consideration will remind readers
that all of these characteristics were built into the old government
services such as the GPO. Easily maligned today and all replaced
with organizations which are more customer-responsive and, maybe,
more cost-effective. But how will things look in another decade or
two? Will we need this sort of public service again and would we get
it from private companies pared down to give "customer choice" and
"city profit" and, possibly, "let someone else worry about standards"?
Jork Andrews.
Hitler was obsessed with German occupation of the Channel Islands.
This was the first British territory to fall to the German army and
throughout the occupation Hitler took an intense interest in the
administration of the islands. In fact the occupation was nothing but
a millstone around the necks of the Nazis.
A whole reinforced infantry Division was tied up there for the duration of hostilities and saw no fighting. Enormous efforts were made
to build defences against a British attempt to re-take the islands.
Forced labour was brought in and thousands of tons of imported
materials were used that could have been employed in the building
of the much vaunted “Atlantic Wall” on the mainland of
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I was, however, not to know this, and we had an exceedingly anxious
wait of nearly a week at Chaldon with the receiver on the air awaiting
signals from the Channel Islands. At both sites aerials were constructed
out of the, by then, fairly standard transportable VHF Rombic aerial.
In the event we had no difficulty in establishing radio contact, and
contact between the terminals themselves was outstandingly good
from the start.
In the summer of 1944 days spent listening on watch on this remote
part of the Dorset countryside remain as an anxious but curious interlude in the memories of those of us who played a small part in restoring
civil communications in the aftermath of war. For the first few hours
of the circuit's life, we were concerned with the nuts and bolts of
engineering and setting the system up. Once this was done we then
found ourselves making contact with some of those who had remained
in Guernsey throughout the War. Many of them were anxious to inform
relatives, whom they had last seen in 1940, of the fact they were alive.
I shall always remember, eavesdropping on one or two of the calls and
finding, in the experience, some satisfaction at having played some
part in this activity. But of course, many who wished to make contact
with relatives did not have the faintest idea where they were. There had
been an interval of 5 years. All that had happened was that a wife or a
wife and children had last been seen getting into a boat and heading for
England in the dark days of 1940. All that we could do was to endeavour to locate people given such clues as their name and the thought that
they might have gone to a sister who had lived in Yorkshire or to a
brother that had lived in Sussex. Faced with this situation - and to the
best of my knowledge we had no help at all from any "administrator"
- it was left to some of us relatively junior engineers to mobilise a small
team of directory enquiry operators at Dorchester. We worked these
pretty nearly around the clock. With the feeble clues that we could give
them they searched the length and breadth of England and it was
astonishing what an extraordinarily high degree of successes they
achieved.
For a month or two we nursed the system into fairly stable and regular
operation. At first, traffic was severely restricted to administrative, life
and death, survival, and restoration traffic. Bit by bit a limited public
service was then opened up. Within three or four months the stations
became semi-permanent, this meant that, because of the exposed
nature of the sites, wheels were removed from the vehicles, they were
mounted on blocks, lashed down to the ground, and a permanent power
supply was provided.
Jim Merriman
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Ipswich Pipe Band (Bagpipe's - Sunday only)
Bus Tours To The Control Tower - Round The Heath with Guide
Commentary
Children’s Fun Fare
WW2 Jive Dancers
WW2 Singer's
Brentwood Youth Imperial Band - Sunday
Winston Churchill – no not the original!!! Although very similar.
Classic Cars - Three car groups
Refreshment and Food Outlets
Staged entertainment on Saturday evening until 22.00 hrs.
Finally
We are really looking forward to welcoming you to our Centenary
Celebration's days and thank you in advance for supporting this special event. It is very much appreciated.

Howard King - Publicity Secretary
MHAS & MH100

RAF WOODBRIDGE
RAF Woodbridge was constructed in 1943 to accept stricken aircraft
returning from operations over Europe.
The following was taken from "Bentwaters and Woodbridge" - An
Illustrated History of the USAF Twin Base Complex in East Anglia.
By Graham Haynes.
Apparently the ill fated American plan to send unmanned and warweary B17's and B24 bombers to pinpoint important targets in
France originated at Woodbridge before being transferred to Fersfield near Diss.
I wrote a piece about "Operation Aphrodite", as it was code-named
in the May 2004 edition of "Runway 22". (visit our website
www.mhas.org.uk and look under "Newsletters”. The version shown
here differs somewhat to my version and I stand to be corrected - or
not, as the case may be!
Alan Powell
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From early July 1944 a unit of
USAAF B-17 Flying Fortresses
arrived from Knettishall, near
Thetford, to take up temporary
residence at Woodbridge. The aircraft belonged to 562 Squadron of
the 388th Bombardment Group.
These were no means “ordinary
B-17’s, they were specially modified examples that were to be used
for “Operation Aphrodite” missions. This operation personally
authorised by General Doolittle,
was an American attempt to eliminate the threat of Germany’s V-1
“Doodle Bug” and V-2 Rockets,
Photo Courtesy of …
which were then being launched
The IWM Duxford
at targets in the United Kingdom.
Operation Aphrodite involved the
use of war-weary B-17’s as “robots”, stripped of their defensive armament, packed with 10 tons of explosives and steered via radio control
by another B-17 acting as a “mother ship”. The robot was effectively a
guided missile and was to be used against the V-1 and V-2 launch sites
in Northern France. The robot would be crewed by a crew of two for
takeoff and the initial stages of the mission but, after setting a course
foe the target area and arming the explosives, they would bail out
leaving the mother ship in control. On the 10th July, Mr Duncan Sands,
the Joint Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Supply and Chairman of the Committee for Countermeasures Against Pilotless Aircraft,
visited Woodbridge for a progress report on the squadron’s preparations.
On 12th July 1944 crews were briefed for the first Aphrodite mission
but this was aborted at the last minute due to heavy rain and low cloud.
No Aphrodite mission was ever to be flown from Woodbridge because,
after this aborted attempt, the unit was moved up to Fersfield near Diss
in Norfolk. The first mission was launched from Fersfield on Friday 4th
August 1944 and involved two robots and two mothers. One of the
robots got into difficulty as it passed overhead Woodbridge town and
eventually crashed into Wattling Wood just outside the village of
Sudbourne with an explosion that is claimed to be the largest ever
known in England.
The Flight engineer TSgt Elmer Most bailed out and landed in the

One of the last war-time activities that I was involved in was that of
restoration of telephonic communications to the Channel Islands.
Throughout the war, of course, the Channel Islands were in German
occupation and all pre-war submarine cables had been cut.
Just before the war there had been an experimental 12-channel AM
VHF radio link from Guernsey to a place called Chaldon, roughly
halfway between Lulworth Cove and Weymouth. It was fairly clear
that this should be the best basis for an emergency restoration whilst
more permanent arrangements were being engineered. We had no idea
at all of the state of the network in Guernsey or Jersey. Jersey was out
of single-hop distance. We had hoped therefore that a 12-channel FM
VHF radio system to Guernsey, extended by a 3-channel link to Jersey
would at least provide a start. Under conditions of fairly strict security,
we constructed at our Castleton outstation in Wales and in the Dollis
Hill workshops two complete mobile terminals. Each consisted of 4
vehicles, one for the transmitting equipment, one for the receiving
equipment, one for the channel modulators and demodulators and the
fourth for general spares and living accommodation if need by. Each
vehicle towed a mobile generator. We decided to make the mainland
and Channel Islands ends identical even thought there seemed some
possibility that we could, from the outset, acquire some form of hutted
accommodation at Chaldon.
I was given operational control of the enterprise and was to be based
at Chaldon. Robert White, with C J Gibbs as his deputy, was to be in
control of the Channel Islands end. The standard Post Office vehicles
were camouflage painted and we had a complicated set of procedure to
ensure that the contingents were appropriately assembled in their
proper sequence in the convoy which was to liberate the Channel
Islands. If I remember correctly White and Gibbs, together with two or
three supporting staff, were in the 5th and 6th LST to go ashore. They
were there as civilians and there was no knowing at the time whether
the Germans would put up a fight. In the event, although the Germans
gave no advance notice of their intention to surrender, the whole
operation moved peacefully.
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home in on a target. This fascinating story appeared in the January
2009 edition of Runway 22. The whole story is available on our
website, www.mhas.org.uk Just go to the "newsletters" page. The
following is an edited account by Jim Merriman of another of his
achievements.
ED

FREEING THE CHANNEL ISLANDS IN 1945

The late Jork Andrews was a member of Martlesham Heath Aviation
Society and a highly respected member of the staff of BT.
It was Jork who first drew my attention to the secret work done by the
old GPO at Dollis Hill during WW2.
Jim Merriman and Harold Stansby were relatively junior members
of the GPO team and it was they who were responsible for successfully "bending" the radio beam that enabled German bombers to

grounds of Chillesford Church but the pilot, 1st Lt. John W. Fisher Jnr
went down with the stricken aircraft and was never found. Some of the
late4r Aphrodite missions met with a similar fate but, although some
robots did make it across the North Sea, none ever hit their intended
targets. The U.S. navy also contributed a small number of aircraft and
crews to a similar operation alongside the USAAF at Fersfield. Known
as “Project Anvil” by the Navy, the operations utilised Consolidated
B-24 Liberators instead of B-17’s. Perhaps the most famous failure of
this type of mission occurred at 18:20 on Saturday 12th August 1944
when a Project Anvil B-24 exploded in mid-air south of Blythborough,
killing Lt. Wilford Willy and Lt Joseph P. Kennedy Jr., the brother of
the future President of the United States.
Operation Aphrodite was eventually cancelled on 20th January 1945
after another failed mission.
On 13th July 1944 a Luftwaffe Junkers JU 88G-1 night-fighter from
Volkel in Holland was an unexpected but extremely welcome visitor to
Woodbridge. The Crew had become disorientated after failure of their
navigational equipment and were convinced that they had landed at an
airfield near the Danish and German border. The aircraft was of great
interest to the RAF because, as well as being completely intact, it was
fitted with the latest Lichtenstein SN-2 intercept radar and Flensberg
and Naxos radar detectors. Within a matter of days the Royal Aircraft
Establishment had developed countermeasures for these pieces of
equipment. This single mistake provided the RAF and its allies with
examples of some of Germany’s most closely guarded secrets.
From 19th to 24th March 1945 the airfield took on a new role. Woodbridge was temporarily closed for emergency landings due to its
involvement in the build-up for Operation Varsity – the airborne
support for the U.S. Ninth and British Second Armies crossing of the
Rhine. The enormous air armada consisted of more than 1,500 USAAF
aircraft and gliders and 1,200 RAF aircraft and gliders. Fighter cover
was provided by 880 aircraft from both the USAAF and RAF. The size
of this operation can only be appreciated when you consider that there
was a time-span of two and a half hours covering the flight of the first
and last aircraft. 60 Halifax tow aircraft from No’s 298 and 644
Squadrons and 60 gliders (48 Hamilcars and 12 Horsa Gliders, containing troops, tanks and other armoured vehicles, departed from
Woodbridge at 06:00 on 24th March, all were airborne within 40
minutes. Although Operation Varsity was deemed a success there were
substantial Allied casualties.
The last 3 months of the war saw 230 aircraft use the airfield for
emergency landings but, by the end of July 1945, the number of
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realising the intention for flight and considering the safety of the
vehicle occupants Ssgt Alexander moved his vehicle out of the way
and Sgt Meyer then released the brakes and taxied from the hardstand
to proceed to runway 29. Ssgt Alexander pursued the C-130 which was
taxiing at a rapid rate. He then called the security police to report, "we
have a crew chief taxiing his aircraft." The time was 05.10. A state of
some confusion was apparent because there were at that time no
official procedures to deal with what had obviously become an emergency. However two patrol vehicles did arrive at the end of the runway
at approximately the same time as the C-130. It may have been
possible to use one vehicle to block the path of the aircraft and it may
also have been possible to blow the tyres out with firearms but before
this could happen Sgt Meyer began his take off roll.
Sgt Meyer performed a very short take off run and left the ground at an
extreme angle to turn left. Eye witnesses said that they thought the
aircraft might crash. However, it gained height and turned towards
RAF Lakenheath. Radar units at Mildenhall and Lakenheath tracked
the erratic path of the aircraft until it reached the limit of their equipment.
"Southern Radar" near London established contact and tracked the
aircraft until contact was lost at 0655hrs. Co-ordinates showed the
aircraft to be above the English Channel.
Attempts to contact Sgt Meyer were of no avail. He did, however,
speak to his wife at their home in Virginia and part of this conversion
is on file.
An F-100 was launched from Lakenheath in an attempt to assist Sgt
Meyer and also a C-130 from Mildenhall. No contact was made by
either aircraft.
During the next few days a search of the last known contact area was
made and eventually wreckage was found which proved to be from the
stricken aircraft.
The Hercules could have so easily crashed on an inhabited area.

landings had dramatically reduced.
By the end of the war a total of 4,200 Allied aircraft had made
emergency landings at Woodbridge, with a far greater number of
aircrews lives saved.

My late father, who was on Fleet Air Arm Buccaneers, told this story
involving a pilot operating on an exchange arrangement from an
overseas developing country. My dad was sat waiting for take-off
clearance when he heard the exchange pilot, somewhere, request a
'bearing' from the ATC (air traffic controller). This was duly given and
after a few minutes a second 'bearing' was requested. This was the
same as the first and after a third and identical 'bearing' was requested
and given, the ATC asked the exchange pilot if he had any visual
references. The pilot replied that he had a haystack to his starboard
side, at which point it transpired that he was lost on the taxi-way.
A story from a friend in British Airways (BA). He was overflying
Aden, and saw an Aeroflot freighter climbing out.
Heavily accented voice on frequency:
Hey, English, you used to have Aden?"
BA: "Yes, we did. Why?"
HAV: "Ve have had to overnight there, and you can have it back!"
Light aircraft pilot asked Heathrow for the current cloud base over
Bristol. London relayed the question to an Air France flight near
Bristol and got the reply:
"Ve are at fifteen thousand, in and out the bottom".
Anonymous voice on frequency:
"Vive le sport!"
Lufthansa pilot to co-pilot, forgetting that the frequency was open: "We
used to come up the Thames, and turn over here for the docks...."
Voice on frequency:
"ACHTUNG SPITFEUR"

Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to open
your mouth and remove all doubt.
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WHO REMEMBERS THIS?
I am grateful to our member, Geoff. Chambers, who submitted the
following disturbing incident which took place on May, 23, 1969.
Sergeant Paul Meyer was an assistant crew chief at RAF Mildenhall
who managed to board a C-130E freight aircraft without authorisation
and take off single-handed only to crash into the English Channel.
Apparently Sergeant Meyer had been under considerable emotional
stress. He was married eight weeks before being deployed to RAF
Mildenhall. His wife had her own problems resulting from a former
marriage and was pleading with him to apply for compassionate leave
and fly home.
On 22nd May Sgt Meyer performed his normal duties as assistant
crew chief. He accompanied the Hercules on a one day flight to
Germany and back. When he returned he was invited to a house party
in a nearby town. He was later observed drinking heavily and became
belligerent. He fell into bed and was left there by his friends, who
assumed he would sleep. However he left via a window and began
wandering through the neighbourhood. Three different civilians called
the British police to report a prowler. Meanwhile Sgt Meyer knocked
on the door of another Ssgt and asked for help as he "was lost." He was
then taken into custody by the civil police.
He was taken to Mildenhall police station and charged with being
drunk and disorderly. He was then handed over to RAF Mildenhall
Security police. Whilst being detained in the Law Enforcement office
he again escaped and was caught trying to scale the base perimeter
fence. He was eventually released and returned to his barracks and told
he was to remain there.
He subsequently changed into his flight clothing and managed to steal
the keys to a truck before 'phoning the despatch office. Under the
assumed name of "Captain Epstein" and requested fuel for C-130,
37789. The dispatcher thought it unusual that a captain should request
fuel but honoured the request. Sgt Meyer then drove to the flight line.
Because he was in an official vehicle and dressed in flight clothes he
did not arouse suspicion. Whilst the aircraft was being refuelled he
managed to persuade the refuelling Sgt to put extra fuel into the aircraft.
Sgt Meyer then proceeded to start the engines of the aircraft and finally
suspicions were aroused. Sgt Alexander was the duty flight line supervisor drove to the C-30 and noticed that the chocks had been removed.
Sgt Alexander stopped his vehicle in front of the aircraft and Sgt
Meyer, who was in the pilots seat gestured violently to him to get out
of the way whilst revving the engines and flashing the taxi lights. Not
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The museum re-erected the tower in Virginia Beach using as much of
the original materials as possible. “It will be complete on its exterior
for Warbirds Over the Beach,” he said.
A ceremony during the event will commemorate the 75th anniversary
of the transfer of RAF Goxhill to the US Army Air Forces. The
celebration honours the 180,000 American men and women who
served in England during the war.
Once finished, the Goxhill control tower – according to Potter – will
be the single most recognizable icon at the Military Aviation Museum.
The distinctive silhouette of this classic two-story edifice is still imprinted in the minds of World War II movie enthusiasts. Check out
films such as “Memphis Belle,” “Twelve O’Clock High” and “Command Decision.”
It will take several more years to finish the inside of tower, including
equipping it with the appropriate radio gear, said Potter.
“It will be available for people to walk through because it tells a great
story,” he said and will be used for forthcoming airshows.”

LETTERSPOT
Not a letter exactly but a comment by a good friend of our society
who put the following on Facebook.
Martlesham will always hold a special place in my heart. My husband
Jim Hough was an armourer with the 356th and talked about it often.
My first visit there in the 70's was a long awaited event although it was
a little disappointing because the control tower was in a poor state.
On my next visit, in the 90's as guests of MHAS I was impressed by
how much work had been done to restore the base. On each subsequent
visit it just seems to be getting better.
Thank you to the wonderful men and women of MHAS for keeping the
memories and history alive.
Nancy Schrader Hough
Thank you for your kind words Nancy. Come back again soon. You
will be even more surprised how much more we have achieved.
ED
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OH! MARY THIS WAAF
Oh! Mary, this WAAf is a wonderful life,
Sure, you might get a job as an officer's wife.
There are plenty of airwomen just digging for gold,
At least, when I asked 'em, it's what I was told,
So I soon took a hand in this digging ye ken,
And I tried very hard to attract all the men,
Saluted quite smartly by winking one eye,
And ignored all the airmen unless they could fly.
A young Flight Lieutenant was the cause of my fall
So handsome, attractive, and heavenly tall,
Took me for a ride in his little M.G.,
When something went wrong with the engine, y'see.
We were running on Pool and 100 octane,
Though I shouted quite loudly, no help could obtain,
He'd twenty E.A.'s to his credit already,
So one little Waaf couldn't make him unsteady.
And now on my story I will not enlarge,
Sufficient to say that I got my discharge!
The Waafery (1940)
Andy Moore sent me the following US newspaper report sent to him
by his God Daughter in US.
It was Goxhill airfield where the 356th Fighter Group first flew into
before heading to Martlesham Heath - Thanks Andy

As Reported by Bob Ruegsegger in the Virginian Pilot

For more than 400 years, Americans – especially Virginians – have
celebrated the establishment of Jamestown as the “first permanent
English settlement in the New World.”
Jerry Yagen, founder of the Military Aviation Museum, decided to add
Page 10

to the legacy of the English in America by relocating and reconstructing a slice of Anglo-American World War II history in Virginia Beach’s
Pungo area.
“We’re standing in the actual control tower from the first American
airbase in England in World War II,” said Mike Potter, museum director.
Mike Potter, Military Aviation Museum director, stands before the
reconstructed Goxhill control
tower. The exterior of the control
tower should be complete in time
for the "Warbirds Over the Beach"
event in May.
Construction of the Goxhill Airfield began in October 1940. It
was located just east of the Village
of Goxhill near the Port of Hull in
the county of Lincolnshire, England, about 200 miles northeast of
London.
World War II was declared in September 1939 England’s survival
was threatened. Airfields and the
buildings that supported them
were built cheaply and quickly.
The Royal Air Force Base at Goxhill was one of 200-plus airfields
built during World War II. The
buildings at Goxhill were built of
bricks made from local clay. John
Laing and Son acted as contractors.
“These buildings were built so
cheap and fast that they didn’t
even bother to use mortar. They
simply cemented the bricks together,” Potter said. “We’re standing here looking at the original
brickwork.”
Goxhill control tower had fallen
into disrepair. The building was
taken down and reconstructed at
the Military Aviation Museum in
Virginia Beach courtesy of the
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Military Aviation Museum.
The effort to demolish and move the tower began eight years ago.
Despite being built in a hurry the bricks could not be separated, so the
original control tower structure – in deteriorated condition – was
pushed over. Huge slabs of brick and cement were shipped to Virginia
and the reconstruction of then the Goxhill control tower began.
“We’re about 95 percent done with the exterior construction,” Potter
said. “We’re looking at what’s called ‘cream and green,’ the original
World War II colours.”
From floor to 5½ feet up, the interior walls will be painted a dark
institutional green. Above that mark, the walls will be painted a light
gold/dark yellow. The ceilings will all be white.
“This is about as authentic as it gets. We are standing in a 75-year-old
World War II control tower,” said Potter.
“This morning, I was standing on the roof watching original 75-yearold World War II planes taxi around and take off and then land,” he
said. “It doesn’t get any cooler than that.”
Inside the control tower, Mike Potter holds a photograph of what the
interior of the tower looked like during World War II. The photo will
serve as a guide to how
the radio equipment will
be set up in the building’s
interior.
The Goxhill tower will
turn 75 at the "Warbirds
Over the Beach" airshow
on May 20th & 21st
2017. It was the first English airbase that was
turned over to the Americans in 1942. RAF Goxhill became U.S. Army
Air Forces Station No. 345.
Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower participated in the “turning over” ceremony. Two hours before Eisenhower’s speech, a single German bomber
flew over the airfield at Goxhill and dropped a “big fat egg” right at the
point where the two main runways crossed. The bomb was buried so
deep in the soft mud below the tarmac that it posed no immediate
danger. The bomb was left in place. The hole was filled in and paved
over.
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