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President: Mr Richard Barker
We are looking forward to our first meeting for well over a year - Friday
2nd July in the Community Hall if all goes well. Please keep June 21st on
your calendar as on this all important day Boris will tell us if all restrictions are removed allowing us to go ahead or not - check our web site.
Membership is holding up well and several of you have renewed your
membership. We are all looking forward to getting back to normal.
On page 14 is the Chairman's annual report and on page 18, the treasurers
annual report.
Howard King has organised an outing to the Flixton Aviation Museum
which was advertised in the May MHAS Times and is again in the
Chairman’s report. As you all know, these arrangements are subject to
keeping on top of this awful pandemic.
I would be interested to know what you all think of our monthly news
sheet - The MHAS Times? I make every effort to include news and stories
relating to Martlesham and it's aviation history. However, I admit that I do
sometimes cheat and dig up articles that have appeared many years ago in
Runway 22. However, many of them are so fascinating and I work on the
principal that they have been long forgotten! One of them is included this
month. I found it so extraordinary.
Please keep your own stories rolling in.

Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....

Alan Powell - Newsletter Editor
16 Warren Lane
Martlesham Heath
Ipswich IP5 3SH

Tel: Ipswich 622458
E-Mail Address
alanpowell321@gmail.com
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Alan Powell - Editor
The following story - very much associated with Martlesham - was
submitted by Howard King. ED

Over many years I have been a friend of our previous Archivist, Alan
Smith, and have come to appreciate the huge amount of dedication and
sheer hard work he (and until her death) his wife Maggie have done
towards researching the history of aviation, especially that related to
Martlesham Heath.
Time and again, in the Control Tower, I have come across evidence of the
work done by Alan and Maggie. So recently I was delighted to come
across a huge amount of work he had done about: Air Marshal Sir Ralph
Sorley, KCB, OBE, DSC, DFC, F.Rae S Air Marshal Sir Ralph
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Sadly due to Covid-19 we have been unable to hold any of our regular
monthly meetings. However, we have enrolled two new members
since our last Runway 22..
Nigel Steed
Cilla Steed
Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:
Martyn Cook : 4 Peel Yard: Martlesham Heath : Ipswich : IP5 3UL
Telephone: (01473) 614442
Email: martyn.mhas@gmail.com
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Sorley 1898 – 1974.
I hope that you have enjoyed reading your latest newsletter…
‘RUNWAY 22’.
It will continue to arrive on your door step every four months because
you have renewed your membership for the coming year (2021/22).

Please see the Chairman's report for
information on how, for the bargin sum of £7.00 you can continue to
receive your copy of this great editorial.
Should you not wish to renew then we thank you for your support
and, if you let me know and I will remove your details from our
membership list.
May I on behalf of the MHAS trustees wish you all the very best for
the future and should you wish to rejoin please contact me.
Martyn Cook MHAS Chairman & Membership Secretary

Ralph joined the Royal Naval Air Service in 1914, soon to be awarded a
D.S.C – he transferred to the R.A.F. in 1918, when he commanded No 6
Squadron in Mesopotamia, being awarded a D.F.C. In 1924 he came to
Martlesham Heath and 22 Squadron, and so his path upwards in the RAF
continued. it was Ralph who became a strong advocate of developing 8
gun fighters such as the Hurricane and Spitfire. In 1939 he commanded
No. 8 Squadron at RAF Upwood. In 1939 he took over the command of
The Aeroplane and Armament Experimental Establishment, which on the
outbreak of war moved from Martlesham Heath to Boscombe Down. He
was awarded the CB in 1942, being promoted to Air Marshal and Commander of Technical Training Command of the RAF in 1945-1948. On
leaving the RAF he became managing director of De Havilland Propellers
Ltd. 1946-1948 and was then very much involved in the nucleus of a
design team to study the new technology of guided weapons, from
Firestreak Air to Air Missile, to the British Ballistic Missile Blue Streak.
When the government declined to cancel Blue Streak in 1960 he resigned.
All the above proves, once again, that if someone does good at Martlesham, it is almost inevitable he will also do well elsewhere in the RAF or
on other aviation related sectors.

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary

Please check on our web site…www.mhas.org.uk
for further information regarding future meetings
once the social distancing rules have changed
or better still, removed.
2nd July ‘21 .…… Audio Visual Presentation… A SPECIAL VIDEO PRESENTATION

So – why have I told you all this? In amongst the documents that Alan has
amassed is what is probably a proof copy of “A Reminiscence of the
Flying Characteristics of Many Old Types of Aircraft”. Ralph starts by
stating that he had “been fortunate to fly some 170 different types of
Aircraft” across many decades.
To whet your appetites I give you just four below – others may follow in
later copies of Runway 22, if the Editor allows!

'A Coach Trip Starting at 5.00pm'

25th February 1915 Bristol Boxkite – 50 hp Gnome engine. “This I flew
(or should it be on) with a fellow pupil as pilot at Eastbourne. It staggered
off the ground with two up and had no climb at all. We came face to face
with the railway embankment at Polegate, which is in the form of a
triangle, the embankment being the three sides and the centre being the
same level as the surrounding fields . We pulled up over the first side and
then sank almost to ground level at the centre. With barely enough room
to gather speed enough to “hoick” over the next we just scraped over the
rails by inches. Such was the performance of this machine, although the
pilot in this instance had something to do with it. He was a cocky type
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‘The Supermarine Spitfire - with many scenes that could be Martlesham’

18th July ‘21 .……………..…. The Roman Roadsters …..

A SPECIAL CAR CLUB

‘Cars with an American Flavour - Control Tower 11.00am to 4.00pm’

6th August '21 .……..……. Audio Visual Presentation ……..

ROBERT PEARSON

'The German Invasion of Norway'

20th August '21 .……..……. An Early Evening Visit .. FLIXTON AVIATION MUSEUM

and I felt sure wanted to impress me – which he did”.
De Havilland 4, Rolls Royce 275 h.p. Eagle – flown in 1917 on Bombing
Operations. Mainly in the Aegean area. “ a great classic in its class as a
two seater day bomber. It was a large aeroplane for its time, which had a
performance as good as a “Scout”. It could carry a load of bombs (2 x
230lbs), and was a dream of an aeroplane to fly. It had fuel for 4 – 5 hours
and was as reliable as a taxi cab. I did very many hours on this aeroplane
ranging far from base and was never let down. Those fitted with a B.H.P.
engine (Beardmore-Halford-Pullin) were not so good on performance or
reliability. These engines were a bitch to start and on one occasion on one
trip around the Aegean I spent two days before the darned thing would
condescend to fire. The very first DH4’s had unbraced tailplanes but after
a few fatal accidents the fin and tailplane were braced to each other by
double streamline wires. The B.H.P. version was notable for having a
four bladed propellor, the width of the blades being no more than four of
five inches…” This description was followed by pages of details of the
many bombing raids he carried out with this type of aircraft.

The
Garden of
Remembrance
and the
Seating Area

The
Garden of
Remembrance

The Avro Manchester– 2 Rolls Royce Vultures 1760 h.p. (monoplane)
flown 1940. In some respects I was lucky to have a go at the Halifax
before the Manchester, because the former showed up the latter in being
slower in response and heavier, with worse take off, although I liked the
pilot’s view much better. But the real let down of the Manchester was the
engine. The Vulture was unreliable and never gave its power, so the one
engine out case was pretty hopeless. McGuire, in whose flight these types
were one day had a poor up-hill take off and caught his left wing against
a big radio pole and waltzed around it over ninety degrees without
damage or disaster, which only went to show how strong was the wing
structure. The Manchester was not in the same class as the Halifax and it
rapidly developed into the Lancaster.
Fairey Swordfish 750 h.p. Pegasus (Biplane–mostly ship borne) flown in
1941. Ralph wrote : ”Although by now a design some seven years old it
still had a remarkable career in front of it. It was one of those old
fashioned aircraft which just stepped into the air with any old load and
wafted along behind a large highly geared down propeller, the slip stream
from which blew one about unpleasantly in the cockpit. It was a wonderful old crate which did valiant service. It seems unbelievable that the Fleet
Air Arm were able to carry on a first-class war with an aircraft with such
poor performance.”

The
Anderson Shelter

Roman Roadsters
2015

Howard King
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The major impact on our income and expenditure has come from the Covid lockdown.
The Control Tower Museum has been closed - monthly talks and events cancelled
1. We are extremely grateful to all our members who have continued to support us by
paying their annual subscriptions during the lockdown
2. Donations include: 4 x cheque's from the USA totalling $480 of this, $130 in memory
of Robert and Rita Dunnett; $150 in memory of Robert Schmidt - 356th Fighter Group;
£81 from private family visits to the Control Tower Museum; £300 from our President
and £500 from Redwoods (Industrial site Management)
3. Although Classic Car Rally was cancelled we had to renew our Suffolk Coastal
Lottery Licence

I wonder what our member, Ron Hepworth MBE has in common with
Captain Sir Tom Moore, better known as Captain Tom?
We all remember the late Sir Captain Thomas Moore MBE. His aim was
to raise £1000 before his hundredth birthday by walking one hundred
lengths of his garden. He eventually raised almost 39 million pounds!
Well Ron has contacted me to say that he was with Captain Tom Moore
when they flew together in a Sunderland aircraft to a posting to the Far
East.

4. During lockdown volunteers have been working to improve lighting (LED) and
displays including creating a “Wall of Remembrance” to remember all those killed
while serving at Martlesham Heath sbetween January 1917 and April 1963

Tom returned from Burma/India in March to Bovingdon Royal Armoured
Corps HQ to take instructions in the use of Churchill tanks. They were
never used and Ron never returned to the 14th Army.

5. Extra costs have been incurred in producing and posting to members our “Runway
22” and “The MHAS Times”

The return journey from Calcutta to Poole in Dorset took six days.

6. In response to ongoing vandalism our landlords MHHL decided with MHAS to install
CCTV cameras covering the exterior of the Control Tower and the Revetment. MHAS
trustees agreed to pay 50% towards the cost

At the end of the war there were far too many aircrew and Tom Hepworth,
along with hundreds of others, including qualified aircrew, had re-mustered from trainee aircrew to Pay Accounts.
Following the atomic bombs on Japan and the end of the war in the Far
East Tom Hepworth handed in his tropical kit and drew winter kit for
posting to Iceland!
In September 1945 Tom found himself at Pembroke Dock to Board
Sunderlands to fly to Reykjavik. They were delayed at Alness on the Forth
of Cromarty eventually they arrived at RAF Reykjavik in pouring rain on
3rd October.
There had been an uprising by time expired airmen who refused to work.
They were flown back on the returning Sunderlands.
Tom Hepworth returned to the UK on 11th October 1946 in a converted
Liberator bomber.

Wall of Remembrance 2021
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The next WW2 story has been contributed by our member, Roger
Brown. We should do all we can to ensure these stories are not forgotten. Thanks for this Roger.

Financial accounts for the year. We owe a debt of gratitude to Pat Lisseman our Treasurer for keeping us on a straight and narrow path regarding our finances in these difficult times, thank you Pat.

On the night of the 2nd July 1942, 13 Wellingtons from 104 Squadron
took off from Abu Sueir Egypt, to conduct operations against Rommel’s
Africa Corp which had reached Alamein, North Africa.
That night Wellington bombers flew over 100 sorties attacking enemy
concentrations and communications. The Wellingtons from 104 Squadron
were tasked with bombing and strafing motor transport: destroying petrol
dumps and causing general mayhem.
After dropping their bombs, the Wellingtons went in lower and, using
their machine guns, ‘shot up’ enemy targets on the ground.
However, of the 13 Wellingtons that took part in the raid only 12 returned
to base - Wellington ‘W’ flown by Flt. Lt. D. Ellis and the crew with Sgt.
Owen Humphreys as Air Gunner, failed to return.
Contemporary records show that Wellington ‘W’ lost one engine to flak
and crash landed in the desert. Flt. Lt. Ellis and his five-man crew walked
east for three days but were captured at El-Daba Egypt on the 5th July;
just short of the Allied lines and became POW’s.
Going west towards Benghazi there were AXIS POW Transit Camps at
DABA - MERSA MATRUH – TOBRUK – DERNA and then BENGHAZI. Allied prisoners were, in the main, marched along the desert coastal
road or, if they were lucky, taken by truck which took 4-5 days from
DABA to BENGHAZI: very often with limited food and water.
Later reports from Allied POW’s indicated that they were fairly well
treated by German troops, whereas the Italian troops treated them very
badly, depriving them of food and water.
After reaching Benghazi the POW’s were shipped to Taranto, Italy via
Athens, but they were at risk crossing the Mediterranean from Allied
Treasurers Notes Over Page
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Howard will take your details and arrange with you, payment. We have
other events scheduled, so please look at the “What's On” page.
Ian Lisseman is now looking at restarting our Sunday afternoon Control
Tower Museum opening. This will need your support in the form of
museum guides which we had all set up for the 2020/21 year but for this
year it will be on an ad-hoc basis.
I cannot stress the importance of you turning up for the above events.
Failure to do so could mean the end of monthly meetings and our
outside visits that we enjoy so much.

The future of our society is in your hands

aircraft and submarines who would target any AXIS shipping.
However, according to his MI9 ‘Liberation Report’ and, in Owen’s own
words, the following took place- “I escaped from the POW cage at
Benghazi on my own accord. Walked 69 miles across the desert and was
sold to a German by an Arab for £40; paid in pound notes of the Bank of
Egypt in my sight”.
As a result of his escape and recapture Owen was probably considered a
high-risk POW and was treated accordingly. This was also the only escape
Owen attempted during his years as a POW, according to his Liberation
Report.
Once in Italy the majority of POW’s were based at CAMPO PG 75 Transit
Camp at BARI.

As previously said, some members have already rejoined. You can pay
by BACS through your own bank account the details are as follows…
MHAS Bank:
NatWest
Account Name:
Martlesham Heath Aviation Society
MHAS Bank Account No: 14670909
Sort Code:
60-24-45
As a Reference:
Surname & Membership Number please
You can of course send a cheque directly to me at my address below...
Martyn Cook - 4 Peel Yard - Martlesham Heath - Ipswich - IP5 3UL
If you could include a stamp that would be very helpful and save a little
more money. But please, make sure that the stamp is on the Post Office
paper in order that it can be easily peeled off. We have special cardboard
envelopes to post your new membership card to you.
Alternatively, should you be in the area then you can put the cash into an
envelope and put it through my door. The dog may bark but will not eat
it.
Of course payment can be paid at one of our monthly meetings; cost of
renewal is of course just £7.00.

There Owen was interrogated about the aircraft he was flying in - type of
bombs carried: what was the target: where he took off from; number of
aircraft employed and how many in the crew?
He was at CAMPO PG 75 from August to November 1942 before moving
to CAMPO PG 73 at CARPI from November 1942 to September 1943.
In September 1943 he began the long journey; with limited food and
water, in packed cattle trucks to STALAG 18A/Z (Spittal) in Austria
where he remained until March 1944.
From Spittal he was transferred to LUFT 6 Camp; he was there from
March 1944 to July 1944.
From August 1944 to April 1945 Owen was a POW at STALAG 357; by
then he had been promoted to Warrant Officer.
STALAG 357 was liberated on the 16th April 1945 by the tanks of the 8th
& 11th Hussars.
Owen’s MI9 ‘Liberation Record’ was signed by him on the 25th April
1945 at the Camp.
Towards the end of April, the POW’s began their journey home.

In the meantime our web site… www.mhas.org.uk will of course be the
place to look for society information.

His ‘Certificate of Service and Release’ book show that his last day of
service in the RAF was the 13th October 1945.

In the meantime from our President and trustees, please keep safe.

Copyright Roger Romney Brown 2021
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Our headline ran, "Virgin screw British Airways." We'd have rather
preferred 'British Airways screws Virgin,' but we had to run with the facts.
News Editor, 'The Sun' newspaper.
Lady, you want me to answer you if this old airplane is safe to fly? Just
how in the world do you think it got to be this old?
A military aircraft had gear problems on landing, and as the plane was
skidding down the tarmac. the tower controller asked if they needed
assistance.
From the plane came a laconic southern voice: Dunno - we ain't done
crashin' yet.
The cartoon below is one of many produced by one of our founder
members. Many of you won’t have known the late Charles (Holly) Hall.
He was an aviation correspondent and cartoonist.

now gone leaving an area that needs tidying up but, our landlords MHHL
appear a little concerned at Roberts relentless onslaught. I think a resident
of Kesgrave who we have encounted in the past has put fear into the
minds of the MHHL Directors regarding frogs, newts, slow worms etc.
and we have been asked to stop. Personally I and many of the residents
that use the area agree, it looks lovely. As does out compound at the back
of the tower where our remembrance garden is situated. Thank you
Robert, what a wonderful job you have done and continue to do.
Our Consultant Archivist Alan Smith (I remembered Robin) whose sight
has been slowly ebbing away has been registered as blind. Alan has
therefore had to leave his home and move into a care home. Alan had a
huge library most of which he has left to the MHAS. Howard King and
Ian Lisseman have been sorting out the books. Sadly we do not have the
room to store all of these, therefore a sale was organised on Saturday 22nd
May to move the majority of his books into the hands of like minded
aviation enthusiasts.
Another casualty of the pandemic was our annual 'Service of Remembrance' for the second year in succession. A number of service personnel
friends who have supported us for many years have now retired. It will
be an enormous task to fill their shoes.
I cannot conclude my report without thanking Richard Barker our President, and the MHAS trustees. Their help and support throughout the year
makes running a society like the MHAS a pleasure even in these very
difficult times.
With the prompts from myself regarding membership in the MHAS
Times many of you have renewed your membership for the 2021/22 year
but, there are still quite a number of you who have yet to renew.
We have planned our first monthly meeting for Friday 2nd July 2021 but
we desperately need your support to get the year off to a good start.
Friday 6th August 2021 will see Robert Pearson promoting his talk on 'The
German Invasion of Norway'. Yes, for the first time an August meeting.

And finally another one definitely attributed to our American friends.
On some air bases, the military uses one side of the field and civilian
aircraft use the other side, with the tower in the middle serving both. One
day, at one of these fields, a call from an aircraft called in asking, "Hey,
Tower, what time is it?" The tower answered, "Who is calling?" The
Page 7

Howard King has organised an early evening visit to Flixton Aviation
Museum on Friday 20th August 2021. The cost is £17. This covers the
cost of the coach and a donation to Flixton museum. Please contact
Howard to book your seat. Howard's telephone number is (01473) 274300
and his email is address... howard.king1@outlook.com
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The fact that February 2020 was our last Friday night meeting has meant
a lot of hard work in keeping our members updated and at the same time
interested. To this end Alan Powell our Secretary and Newsletter Editor
volunteered to produce "The MHAS Times" in between producing our
"Runway 22". I believe this has gone a long way in keeping you our
members up to date and interested, but you need to let Alan Powell know.
It has also meant that I can prompt you into renewing your membership
for 2021/22.
On a lighter note the society despite having no monthly meetings for over
a year, has attracted 4 new members during the 2020/21 year. Unfortunately, we have 24 members who did not renew their membership from
2019/20. This has meant that membership is hovering around the 170
mark at the close of this current year.
Sadly the society lost 6 members who passed away during the society
year. One of those 6 was Jean Sweetman, an Honorary Member. Jean and
her late husband Jack were committee members many years ago. I doubt
there are many of you who remember them, a lovely couple. The others
are but in no particular order... Tom Rylett from Beverley North Yorkshire, Doris Hewett wife of the late Sid Hewett (356th FG), Roy Gammage, another familiar name from the society's past, Vic Wilkinson and
Richard Allison after a protracted illness. They will all be remembered.
The easy answer is. 'very little' but that’s not completely true. We have
had some family bubble visits to the Museum which Pat & Ian Lisseman
have organised.
However, work has gone on in the Control Tower Museum. We have
created a 'Wall of Remembrance' on the north wall of the lecture theatre
(see picture on page 19). Illuminating lights have been installed to highlight the wall and the names of those killed while serving at Martlesham
Heath since it’s inauguration as an airfield in January 1917.
The display cabinets that have never been illuminated now are. They
have been equipped with LED lighting and the older cabinet lighting
updated to LED. The rooms themselves are now illuminated by LED
lighting. Our sincere thanks to Colin Whitmore and Allan Stimpson for
carrying out this work. I guess this is our effort to become greener.
Outside the Control Tower you cannot help but see the results of trustee
Robert Alexander’s hard work. He has cleared such a large area around
the Anderson shelter and the ‘Secret Bunker. The two containers have
Page 15

aircraft answered, "What difference does it make?" The tower responded
with, "It makes a lot of difference. If you are a civilian Page, it's three
o'clock; if you're an Army aircraft, it's 1500 hours; if you're a Navy
aircraft, it's 3 bells; if you're an Air Force aircraft, the big hand is on 12
and the little hand is on 3; and if you're a Marine aircraft, it's Thursday
afternoon and 120 minutes 'til Happy Hour."

Richard Gregory was a former MHAS member. He was acquainted with
Ralph Rutherford, another of our members who has also sadly passed on.
Both Ralph and Richard Gregory flew Vampires and Meteors in the early
post war years.
Many years ago I received the following from Richard “When my father in law left the beaches of Dunkirk In 1940 he left behind
all his personal equipment and clothing, like most others at the time and
place. Being part of the invaluable “Y” service and somewhat “knocked
about”, he was posted to RAF Hendon, a cycle ride from home. One day
he was sent for by his CO and asked where he had been on a particular
night somewhat earlier. The question was answered by production of the
Watch Log, showing that he had not only been on watch but also in charge
of the night in question. The CO was then able to explain that a pair of
RAF patent boots, bearing inside 760813 Cpl Perks E, my father in law’s
service number and rank, had recently returned to Britain! A German spy
parachuted into Britain and promptly rounded up, had been wearing
these boots, which naturally prompted the enquiry. This was enough to
have the spy sentenced by court-martial to death by firing squad.”
ED
This has prompted me to resurrect a story that was in Runway 22 several
years ago. It illustrated the sheer incompetence of the German espionage
service.
There was the official Abwehr, which was the German military intelligence service for the Reichswehr and Wehrmacht from 1920 to 1945 and
also the SD, which was the intelligence agency of the SS and the Nazi
Party in Nazi Germany.
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It seems that they often operated quite separately and indeed were not
good at sharing their intelligence sources.

her remaining years. I delivered our newsletter Runway 22 to her
personally on a number of occasions.

ED.

Both Jack and Jean were Honorary members of the MHAS having both
been on the committee in the early days. In fact we held our committee
meeting at their home. Jack was membership secretary and Jean was a
general committee member. They were a wonderful couple so gentle and
quiet. nothing flustered either of them.

At the outbreak of WW2 the German army had swept through Europe
at breakneck speed. For them it was going to be a blitzkrieg war. Just
one problem remained. Britain! Hitler had delivered a conciliatory
speech, which in essence was an appeal to the British government to
see sense and arrive at a deal with the Nazis. He had no desire to invade
us. In fact, apart from the difficulty of the sea crossing, he had a secret
admiration of us, with our empire and all that!
Sefton Delmer had been born to an Australian father in Berlin and had
spent much of his life in Germany. He was to prove to be an arch
propagandist. He was given the opportunity by the BBC, presumably
unofficially, of broadcasting a reply to Hitler's speech. Apparently he
let rip on what the Germans considered to be a reckless and insulting
way. "Let me tell you what we here in Britain think of this appeal of
yours to what you are pleased to call our reason and common sense.
Herr Fuhrer and Reichskanzler we hurl it right back to you, right in
your evil smelling teeth!"
He left the German hierarchy in no doubt that we were going to fight
to the last. They were dumbfounded. "To turn down peace now, they're
crazy!"
In fact Sefton Delmer's reply caused quite a stir in Britain too, especially among the pacifists. Several English aristocrats, including the Duke
of Westminster and the Duke of Windsor, HRH Edward V111th (who
had abdicated), admired Hitler. One notable pacifist was Richard
Stokes, the MP for Ipswich who lived at Hintlesham Hall. As for
Churchill, he would not reply to Hitler's speech. "Not being on speaking terms with him!"
Hitler's army could now see the white cliffs of Dover but they had little
idea of what they could expect if they launched an invasion force.
Presumably German planning had not thought this far ahead! Consequently Admiral Canaris, the head of the German secret service, the
Abwehr, was given the task of providing what was known as the
Abwehr Spy Offensive in Great Britain. They were hurriedly trained
Page 9

If you look around the Control Tower Museum today you will see notices
that Jack painted, he was a sign writer by profession and was very good.
With the relaxation in numbers able to attend funerals, I will be attending
Jeans funeral on the 7th June at 12 noon on behalf of the society.
Martyn - MHAS Chairman

Annual Associate Members - Year End Report
By: Chairman & Membership Secretary

Martyn Cook
Hello everyone
Covid-19 still seems to continue to plague us (the Indian Variant being the
latest to emerge). Let's hope that with the vaccination we will see an end
this pandemic and perhaps, a return to something like normal, time will
tell.
As you are aware, being a ‘Charitable Incorporated Organisation’ (CIO)
means that there is no AGM. This means no elections or re-elections of
trustees etc. It is the task of the current trustees to elect any new or
replacement trustees. Having said no AGM, the trustees have to hold a
“Annual Associate Members Meeting” (AAMM), unfortunately this will
not happen again this year due to pandemic, hence my end of year written
report.
As Chairman I have a duty to give you a report on the society’s activities
and actions over the past year along with any changes to the line up of
trustee’s. Thankfully there have been no trustee resignations but we lost
our Vice Chairman Robert Dunnett last May (2020), where does the time
go. To fill the gap, the trustees have agreed that Howard King will stand
in as Vice Chairman in my absence.
Page 14

John Cooper who was a great friend of Richards and very kindly gave me
the following information regarding his service career.
In 1962 Richard began his RAF
career in Hereford where he was
stationed and where he trained to
became a Statistics Clerk.
He went to serve at 16 locations.
Some in RAF stations abroad,
Akrotiri, RNAF Trondheim and
GAF Neuburg. Locally he served at
RAF Honington, Swanton Morley
and Wattisham on several occasions.

as forward scouts for the invasion force. Their principal role was to
locate potential beaches and landing areas for parachutists. The first
team recruited consisted of four men, Karl Meier, a German and
Charles Van Den Kieboom and Stoerd Pons; both Dutchmen. They had
been threatened to be sent to a concentration camp for currency
offences if they did not agree to be recruited. Finally Joseph Rudolph
Waldberg. They were given a crash course in Morse code, radio
transmission and cryptology. Of the four only Meier received any
in-depth training.

Jean was a resident of Bucklesham Grange Care home where she enjoyed

They must have experienced a sense of foreboding as they boarded a
trawler in early September. Only Meier could speak good English,
albeit with a thick accent. The others could only understand when it
was spoken very slowly! They were transferred from the trawler to
dinghies near the Kent coast and Meier and Waldberg separated from
the other two, who were to be dropped off further down the coast. They
were almost immediately in trouble. A British patrol boat was nearby
and they jettisoned some of their belongings, including cipher wheels,
papers and maps. In the morning Meier was thirsty and began walking
to Lydd. On the way he stopped at a pub, the Rising Sun. He spotted
an advertisement outside for Champagne Cider. This sounded refreshing so he went inside an ordered one. This was 9.30am in the morning!
Not surprisingly the landlady was suspicious and refused to serve him.
Meier had no idea of British licensing laws. She told him to come back
later, which he duly did. Meanwhile an alert was raised and on arriving
back at the pub. Meier was confronted by an air raid warden. Without
being in any way alarmed by the presence of the warden Meier struck
up a conversation with him After a little small talk Meier began
quizzing the warden about the presence of troops in the area. In reply
the warden asked this complete stranger with a guttural accent, for his
identity card. Meier for the first time became flustered and replied that
he was a refugee and did not have one. To top it all Meier dropped his
companion in it by using the word "we!". The upshot was that Meier
was escorted to the police station and questioned by the local police
sergeant whilst a search party went to look for his accomplice. Waldberg had spent the whole day waiting for his friend to return. In the
evening he finally sent a radio message in an emergency code and
rather stupidly incriminated himself by signing off with his real name
and writing the message in a notebook. He managed to hide for a
couple of days until eventually being picked up.
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Besides being a member of the
MHAS he was also a member of the
“Battle of Britain Memorial Flight”
and the “National Malaya & Borneo
Veterans Associations”.
During his career he was awarded the “General Service Medal”, the
“Pingat Jasa Malaysia Medal” and the “Long Service Good Conduct
Medal”.
He always attended our Service of Remembrance on the Barrack Square
where he always laid a small cross (see photo) in memory of his fallen
comrades in Borneo.
Yes, Richard was without doubt a great guy and we can be
proud that he chose to become a member of the MHAS.
Rest in peace Richard, your job is done.
Martyn - MHAS Chairman

Many of you will not remember Jean. She was part of a ‘duo’ act with her
late husband Jack.
The news came in an email from Jeans daughter Marilyn Grant informing
me that her mother had passed away on the 1st May 2021.

Pons and Kieboom had not fared any better. They had beached their
dinghy a few miles up the coast near Dymchurch and were challenged by
a couple of British army officers when they attempted to cross a road.
Meier, Waldberg and Keiboom were executed at Pentonville prison in
December 1940, but I believe Pons was able to successfully plead that he
had been coerced into the role.
What do they say about German efficiency? You just couldn't make it up!
Postscript: Sefton Delmer became head of the Political Warfare Executive. An organisation responsible for the dissipation of black propaganda
to Nazi Germany. I wrote a piece entitled "The Biggest Aspidistra in the
World", It is a fascinating insight of some of the ingenious ways we
conducted misinformation during WW2 and is available to read or print
from our website, www.mhas.org.uk. Just click on "Newsletters" and
open the Runway 22 issue for May, 2004.
The Windsors' links with Germany remained a touchy subject. There was
embarrassment in the Eighties when Princess Michael of Kent's father,
Baron Gunther von Reibnitz,
was exposed as a former Nazi
party member and SS officer.
Less well known is the fact that
one of Prince Philip's sisters,
Sophie, was married to Christopher of Hesse-Cassel, an SS
colonel who named his eldest
son Karl Adolf in Hitler's honour. Indeed, all four of Philip's
sisters married high ranking Germans.The prospect of the former Nazis
and Nazi sympathisers attending his wedding to the Queen meant he was
allowed to invite only two guests. The former King told a friend years
after the war that he 'never thought Hitler was such a bad chap', while he
and Wallis are widely believed to have been sympathetic to the fascist
cause.

RAF Goxhill in Lincolnshire was handed over to the USAAF in August
1942. It was the first of many to be taken over by the USAAF, The
ceremony was attended by General Dwight D Eisenhower.
Squadrons and Fighter Groups from both the USAAF 8th and 9th Air
Forces were trained here and received their aircraft after arriving in
England.
The 356th Fighter Group arrived at Goxhill in August 1943 to be issued
with their aircraft and for initial training in European weather conditions.
They were posted Martlesham in October 1943.
With untested pilots and new aircraft came accidents and mistakes. The
“top brass” knew that it would be folly to put these pilots directly into
action. They needed a “finishing school” for combat fighter pilots to give
them an understanding of flying conditions in England, how to fit into the
air traffic control systems being used, and they needed practice missions
and advice from experienced pilots before “going operational”.
The remains of the control tower in Lincolnshire were acquired by
the Military Aviation Museum in Pungo, Virginia, USA, and after careful
disassembly and cataloguing, the components were shipped to America,
where the tower has been reconstructed for use by the museum.
https://militaryaviationmuseum.org/ https://militaryaviationmuseum
.org/hangars/goxhill/
Or simply type in to your browser militaryaviation museum/goxhill
should direct you to the web site.
Alan Powell

Richard joined the society on 7th October 2011. Sadly Richard passed
away on the 11th March 2021 at the age of 75. Richard had been ill for
some time, but despite his illness managed to phone me on the odd
occasion. To his family we send our sincere condolences and the message,
we will not forget him.
Richard was a quiet man. He was not the type to stand out in a crowd. His
service career in the RAF however was something any of us would have
been very proud of.

ALAN POWELL
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