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EDITORIAL
A very Happy, if as usual, rather belated New Year to everyone.
Just as another successful year for Martlesham Heath Aviation Society was
about to come to an end we learned of the sad passing of our lifetime President,
Gordon Kinsey. Our chairman, Martyn Cook has written an obituary for Gordon,
but I would just like to record my personal feelings towards Gordon. Someone
who, as we all know, loved nothing more than to speak of his unrivalled
knowledge of the aviation history of Martlesham Heath. Gordon was 92 when
he died. He had lived a long and fulfilled life.
He was a friend to all and those of us who knew him well would always remark
on his unfailing memory. His ability, even in his final years, to remember names
and details from the past certainly puts my memory capability to shame!
We have recently revamped our web site, www.mhas.org.uk and we would like
to hear from you about it. Hopefully your positive comments and how it may be
improved! Just send a message on the message link on the "contacts" page.
Thank you.
Oh, and by the way, every newsletter I have produced in the last 18 years is
available on the new web site. As you know, they contain many interesting
stories as well as all the obituaries and records of visits made during all those
years. Well worth clicking on a few of them and reminding ourselves what we
have all been up to!
The "Letter Spot" seems to be getting more popular. We are always interested to
learn what folk are up to - or perhaps what they got up to once upon a time!
Please keep your interesting articles coming in

Newsletter Contributions
If you have an article or a story you would like to share with the
other members of the Society then please send it to me....
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ED.

Membership Secretary Report

OUR ANNUAL REMEMBRANCE SERVICE
Once again we were lucky to have brilliant weather with wall to wall sunshine
for our annual Remembrance service on the Barrack square.
The service was taken by Rev. Tricia Schuler. The number attending was
slightly up on last year with all the usual ex. military personnel however, two of
the invited guests included two old friends, Wing Commander Phil Nicholson
RAF and Col. Mark Ciero USAF. Col. Ciero flew in from Germany to attend the
service, both have been present on a number of occasions in the past.
A special thanks was given to Richard Barker, who paid for the four corner
stones of the memorial plinth to be repaired. Also to Andy Hunt who handed
over a substantial cheque from 'Industrious' who manage the area that the
Barrack Square sits on.
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I would like to welcome the 6 new members since the last newsletter.
Alan Bowery

Col. Mark Ciero

Patrick Marks

Trevor Chambers

Edward Ramsey Geoffrey Kettleborough
Should you know of anyone wishing to join the following fees apply:
Single Membership cost: £8 on joining, £7 per year thereafter.
Joint Membership costs: £13 on joining, £11 per year thereafter.
Should you wish to contact me my details are as follows:

Joe Cox : 43 Exeter Road ; Felixstowe : Suffolk : IP11 9AT
Telephone: (01394) 282047

Email: joecox@hotmail.com
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I Am Not There

Following the service tea and coffee was served in the church hall.
Many thanks to all who took part both in the Service and those who came to
support us.

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there, I do not sleep.

Martyn Cook - Chairman MHAS

I am the thousand winds that blow,
I am the diamond glints on snow.
I am the sunlight on ripened grain,
I am the gentle Autumnal rain.
When you wake to the morning Thrush,
I am the soft uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circled flight.
I am the soft stars that shine at night.
Do not stand at my grave and cry

AN OPPORTUNITY TOO GOOD TO MISS!

I am not there – I did not die

Russell Bailey. our Control Tower museum manager has asked me to remind
members that we are always looking for volunteers to help man the museum on
Sunday afternoons. The museum will be open from 2pm to 5pm from Sunday,
5th April until the last Sunday in October.
Those of us who have been doing it for some time really enjoy meeting folk.
They often have interesting stories to tell of relations who served in the forces.
It is surprising how often they know of friends or relatives who served at RAF
Martlesham Heath.
You will be amazed at how much you know about our history and there are
always visitors who enjoy talking to volunteers and asking questions about some
of the many pictures and artefacts on display.
Doesn't matter if you only want to do one or perhaps two stints. Every little helps
- as they say!
If you are unsure just turn up one Sunday afternoon and see if you get a taste for
it.

Wh at ’s on
Vicky Gunnell - Programme Secretary
6 February '15 ....….......... An Audio Visual Presentation ..…... MIKE BETTELL
'A Day in the Life of a Phantom Pilot'

6 March '15 ...….….......... An Audio Visual Presentation ............

ROD DEAN

'Flying & Displaying Vintage Aircraft'

10 April '15 .….…............. An Audio Visual Presentation …..... MARK HOWELL
"The History of RAF Mildenhall"

17 April '15 …….…. Outside Visit

Only Pre-Booked Members.….

8:30am START

'Visit to RAF Mildenhall'

Russell's telephone number is 01473 435104 or Robert Dunnett on 01473
624510. Or speak to someone when you come to a monthly meeting.

AGM 7:30pm
1 May '15 ……………………................ AGM ...….………………........
'Time to have your say + Your Favourite Aviation Video’s '

5 June '15 ...….………….... Awaiting Confirmation ... WAITING CONFIRMATION

WESTLAND WHIRLWIND - Crikey!

'Awaiting Confirmation'

The Whirlwind was designed in the mid 1930's by the Westland aircraft company design team led by Teddy Petter, who went on to design the English Electric
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Canberra, the Lightning and the Folland Gnat.
The Air Ministry specification was for a single seat day and night fighter armed
with 4 cannons. One of the main concerns was that if the cannons were situated
in the wings of the aircraft this would result in uneven recoil and subsequently
less accuracy. The result was the twin engine aircraft with four cannons mounted
in the nose. Thus also eliminating convergence problems that would have
resulted from wing mounted armament.
The Whirlwind was constructed of stressed-skin duralumin and the engines were
Rolls Royce Peregrines. The pilot sat high under one of the world's first bubble
canopies and had superb visibility. The 20mm cannons could deliver 600
lb/minute making it the most heavily armed fighter of its era. The undercarriage
was fully retractable including the tail wheel and by any standards of the time it
was a state of the art design.

Joseph Ziolkowski was an armourer and attained the rank of corporal during that
conflict. He served from 1942 through the end of the war.
Joseph was my father-in-law and spoke often of his service to the effort during
those difficult times. He had fond remembrances of his time at Martlesham
Heath and the great outpouring of support from the people of England.
We are grateful that he served the cause of freedom in the Army Air Corp of the
United States of America and was awarded full military honours at his funeral
service by the Veterans of Foreign Wars here in the States.
Gone to God for the final roll call but forever in our hearts we celebrate his life.
Two more of our members have also sadly passed away recently.
Jennie Jewkes who had been a member since 9th April 2001 passed away on
27th October 2014.
and
Terry Downing who joined us in May 2004. Terry lived on the Heath and was
a regular at our monthly meetings. He had been in poor health for a long time
and passed away suddenly on October 30th 2014.
Just as we were about to go to press we sadly learned of the passing of another
of our members.

PHIL SHEAF

The aircraft first flew in October 1938 and it was passed to the RAE at Farnborough and the A & AEE at Martlesham Heath for urgent development trials. In
Gordon Kinsey's definitive book, "Martlesham Heath," a photograph of L6844
is shown. However, after consulting our archivist, Alan Smith, it appears that it
is unclear just when the Whirlwind arrived at Martlesham. Alan tells me that
Martlesham test reports are missing and without these it is impossible to verify
much of the information in those hectic days on the run up to WW2.
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Phil Sheaf had been in hospital for a month after suffering a mini stroke, but
sadly he deteriorated and passed away on Tuesday, January 6th 2015.
Phil and Cynthia have been members for many years. They moved from Easton
near Wickham Market to Kent a few years ago. They were both enthusiastic
members and have kept in touch with us.
I always called Phil, "our Kentish correspondent", because he often sent me
interesting articles for the newsletter! We shall surely miss his often humorous
contributions.
Cynthia tells us that she intends to keep in touch. Our sympathies go to you and
your family Cynthia.
We have no further details at the present time.
ALAN POWELL

The following poem is a fitting tribute at this time…
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and after training was posted to 158 Squadron flying on Halifaxes at Lisset as a
Wireless Operator.
During his time on the squadron Eric’s
crew were the first to adopt the Halixfax ‘Friday the Thirteenth’ as their
permanent aircraft. On one sortie in
this aircraft when attacking a ‘V’
weapons site as they started their
bombing run the aircraft was hit by
anti-aircraft fire, the navigator was
wounded and a fire broke out in small
arms ammunition. With the engineer,
Eric extinguished the fire and tended
to the navigator’s wounds enabling the
pilot to press home his attack. For this
action Eric was awarded the Distinguished Flying Medal news of which
came through when Eric was on leave,
with the gratuity that came with the
award Eric bought his fiancée Peggy’s
engagement ring. On his return to squadron he received further good news that
he had been commissioned.
Eric completed his tour of duty with 29 of his sorties flown in ‘Friday the
Thirteenth’ before being posted to an Operational Training Unit.
After the war Eric married Peggy, and had a successful career in business before
becoming Peggy’s full time career when she became ill.
After Peggy’s passing Eric was encouraged to join the Martlesham Heath
Aviation Society, where he became an active member who was happy to undertake any job asked of him. Eric enjoyed a brief moment of celebrity when his
family took him to Yorkshire to be reunited with a Halifax for his 90th birthday.
He is survived by a son and daughter.
Eric will be sadly missed but fondly remembered by all at Martlesham Heath and
all those who knew him.

It is with great regret and a heavy heart that I inform you of the passing of Joseph
Ziolkowski a member of the 360th fighter squadron that was stationed at
Martlesham Heath during the second world war.

The Whirlwind soon gained a reputation by pilots for superb handling and very
easy to fly at all speeds, although it did require a fast landing speed and therefore
long runways. This design fault might have been rectified by a re-designed wing
if development had been allowed to continue.
So what went wrong? Why was the Whirlwind consigned to history and so little
known of it today? There were many modifications caused no doubt by the speed
of development because of the imminent threat of war with Germany. The Rolls
Royce Peregrine engines were the biggest headache. Rolls Royce had their
hands full developing the Merlin and they lacked the capacity to address problems in the Peregrine design.
Performance of the RR Peregrine engines fell off badly at higher altitudes and
the Whirlwind had an operational range of only 300 miles.
Westland's had approached the Air Ministry with a proposal to replace the
cannon magazines with belt magazines to increase the armament capacity but
this was refused.
The first Whirlwinds were delivered to 25 and 263 squadron in the summer of
1940. Too late to be deployed during the Battle of Britain. One can only surmise
what damage the Whirlwind might have inflicted on the Heinkels, Dorniers and
Junkers of the Luftwaffe - if only!
The few Whirlwinds that were in service gained a formidable reputation as a
low-level attacking aircraft against targets within its range. Attacks which were
known in the RAF at the time by the extraordinary name of "rhubarbs!" It
became an unwelcome sight over enemy airfields and rail targets.
The Whirlwind also gained the nickname of the "Crikey!" The reason, as far as
I know was that workers at the Westland factory were watching the aircraft doing
high speed trials at the nearby Westland airfield and they adopted a word which
was in a Shell advert at the time - Crikey! Presumably something of a "buzz
word" at the time and it caught on.
Production of the Westland Whirlwind came to an end in 1942. Only 116 of them
were ever built.
By this time the Bristol Beaufighter and the De Havilland Mosquito were in
production and as we know, both these types were superb aircraft, with a much
greater range and hitting power. 7800 Mosquitoes and 5928 Beaufighters were
built. Additionally the Hawker Typhoon was in service. After a most inauspicious and for many unfortunate pilots, a lethal development, that aircraft was
eventually to prove a formidable low-level attack aircraft.
Meanwhile, during the 1930's the Germans were developing their own twinengine heavy fighter - the Messerschmitt Bf110. It was armed with two 20mm
cannon and four .312 machine guns and a rearward facing machine gun for
defence. Plans were afoot to replace it with the Bf210, but this was plagued by
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Another American veteran who served with the 356th Fighter Group at RAF
Martlesham during WW2.

JOSEPH ZIOLKOWSKI

poor flight characteristics and other serious design faults. Therefore the Bf 110
soldiered on throughout the war. It was initially successful in Poland and the
battle for France, but once it came up against the RAF poor manoeuvrability
caused some units to be withdrawn during the Battle of Britain due to heavy
losses. They were re-deployed as night fighters. A role in which they were
particularly well suited. 6170 of these were built.
Germany had planned for a "blitzkrieg" war. In other words a war that was
expected to be of short duration. Perhaps for that reason it seems that they were
slow to develop and replace much of the weaponry they entered the war with. Or
perhaps they concentrated on developing the jet fighter and the V weapons?
The Americans also developed a heavy, twin engine fighter with forward armament in the nose. This was the Lockheed Lightning. A twin-boom aircraft and
was principally employed in the Pacific theatre of the second World War. 10,037
of these were built.
The inter-war politicians should bear the principal blame for our total lack of
readiness to face a re-armed Germany.
By the end of the Great War, in 1918, Britain had by far the largest air force in
the world. Of course the RAF needed to be drastically slimmed down but we
should never have been in a position where our young pilots were learning to fly
in 1938/9 in aircraft not far removed from the fighters of the Great War. So tragic
that so many pilots and aircrew lost their lives in obsolete designs such as the
Blenheim and the Hampden. The British politicians of the 20's and 30's have
indeed much to answer for.
Alan Powell
The Shell advert responsible for the quirky nickname of the Westland Whirlwind

Bob Barnhart was born in Lena, Illinois on December 10th, 1921. He was
recruited in college and served in the
armed forces as a fighter pilot during
WW2. While based in England he flew
75 missions over Germany, many in
his favourite 'plane, the P51 Mustang
with "Margie Darling" painted on the
nose. He received the Distinguished
Flying Cross along with many other
honours during his heroic efforts during the war.
When the war ended he went to MIT
where he graduated with a degree in
mechanical engineering. He worked as
a mechanical engineer at Proctor and
Gamble for 33 years before retiring.
He continued flying after the war and
worked as a flight instructor, which
allowed him to share his love of flying
with many lucky students.
His grandson-in-law said it best;
"Whitey had honour, character, integrity and passion. He was a devout
Christian and a model for men." He will be sorely missed by his family and
friends and all who met him along the way.
We also mourn the passing of another of our members, Eric King who died
suddenly in November.
Eric was an enthusiastic member and a regular helper at the Wednesday
morning maintenance team at the Control Tower Museum.
Robin Durrell knew Eric and has written the following tribute to him.

ERIC KING D.F.M.
Eric Victor King was born in Ipswich on 20th March 1923, the son of a bargee.
From an early age he had a strong sense of duty, firstly joining the Boys Brigade,
and then the Air Training Corps at the age of 14. He volunteered for the Royal
Air Force at the age of 16 to ensure that he would be enlisted into the Air Force
when the time came. At the earliest opportunity he volunteered for aircrew duties
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technical ability and industrial experience were appreciated by students and staff.
He had many practical skills and meticulously restored his home, which is
reputed to be the town’s oldest house. Chris was fascinated by clocks and
promoted the installation of Rotary’s clock on Deacon’s High Street premises.
He was a keen and daring skier, who skied for the last time in January 2014. He
also loved travelling and last year drove 2000 miles across Europe.
His garden was a haven for wildlife and he had grafted four varieties of apple
onto one tree. He had a great affinity with animals, especially dogs, and was a
keen beekeeper. He enjoyed tinkering with cars and two years ago qualified as
an Advanced Motorist.
Countless people cherish the memory of his warmth, compassion, kindness,
creativity, wisdom, humour, intelligence, honesty, skills, generosity, humility
and quiet faith. He was a proud, loving and supportive family man, was
extremely public-spirited and was an able planner and facilitator.
Stan Unwin
We have now lost another of our American veterans, Robert (Bob) Barnhart.
I met Bob Barnhart both when I visited the US to one of the 356th Fighter Group
reunions and when he visited England. Everyone knew Bob as a most warm
hearted and approachable man. A typical quiet American with such a friendly
disposition that could not fail to endear him to all who met him. I never knew
that he was known as "Whitey!" Apparently because of his extremely fair hair.
His P51 Mustang displayed a picture of his lifelong wife-to-be, Margie. This was
a generation when marriage was perhaps a more permanent institution that we
sometimes see today!
I have copied the text of this obituary from a local newspaper.
ED

Capt. Robert E Barnhart
Robert E Barnhart, (Whitey), of Cincinnati, went peacefully to be with his Lord
on October, 28th 2014. He is survived by his loving wife of 71 years, two
daughters, Lynne Ruhl and Jayne Reizner, (Jim) and is preceded in death by a
son, Bradley Robert Barnhart. He had four grandchildren, Rebecca L Ruhl, (Joe
Smith) Aaron A Reizner, (Julie), Kimberly A Perkins, (David) and Bradley
Robert Barnhart jnr. (Kelly).
Whitey has three great grandchildren, Noah, Chloe and Morgan. Out of town
family includes his sister in law, Ellen Irwin from Houston and many loving
nieces and nephews.
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ERIC "WINKLE" BROWN AND DESERT ISLAND DISCS
In November Desert Island Discs, which started in 1942, celebrated its 3000th
edition and who better to have as its programme than our one of Hon. Vice
Presidents', Capt Eric “Winkle” Brown.
Many of us here at Martlesham Heath know Eric’s history but he spoke of some
new parts in his life on this unforgettable episode.
On being asked for his first choice of music Eric chose a Glenn Miller piece. He
related to Kirsty Wark that one day in 1944 he was flying a prototype Mk12
Spitfire in the vicinity of Yorkshire when he ran into very bad weather. He
requested permission to land at a nearby aerodrome, RAF Topcliffe. Eric was
told that an aircraft was ahead of him carrying VIP's. After landing he realised
that the aircraft was carrying the Glenn Miller band. Eric went to listen to them
rehearsing and was invited to sing a song! That song was "At Last" and therefore
Eric Brown's first piece of music had to be "At Last".
Much later, when the Korean war was being fought Eric was asked to Maryland,
in the US to help their test programme. Glenn Miller was long since dead but a
Glenn Miller revival band led by Tex Beneke was playing there. To Eric's
surprise he knew about the time when Eric sang with the band in 1944. Eric's
wife was singing in concert and Tex Beneke invited her to sing a swing number
with the band. The piece was "Serenade in Blue" and Eric's wife sang it on the
night of the concert.
Another story told was of the first occasion he landed for the first time ever a
Spitfire on the deck of a carrier in the Firth of Forth. Having made a successful
landing he then took off to return to an airfield in Scotland. He was so please that
casting caution to the wind he looped each of the three spans of the Forth Bridge
before making his landing. The local Police received many calls but as no one
had seen the number of the Spitfire and no one knew the Navy had a Spitfire it
was not ever traced, Eric said that he had been recognised he would certainly
have been before a Court Martial.!
Tarkey Barker
It is possible to listen to this broadcast by simply Googling Desert Island
Discs/Eric Brown and you will be able to listen, not only to the programme but
also to a separate interview given by Kirst Wark. Kirsty was mightily impressed
by Eric Brown. The separate interview is just below the Desert Island Disc
programme. Well worth listening to.
ED

Page 6

LETTER SPOT
Many thanks to all those who get in touch. That's what we are all about!

RETURN TO THE U.S.
A Letter from Vic Wilkinson
I went to California for two weeks in September to celebrate a family wedding.
On the 27th my son Andrew and I drove down to the air show at the city of
Salinas. One of the aircraft there was a B25 now named Executive Sweet. This
aircraft was built in Kansas City in 1945 as a B25j and saw extensive stateside
service throughout the rest of the war as a crew trainer. In 1948 it was converted
to a USAF VB-25J transport and subsequently upgraded to a VB25N.ln 1959 it
was sold as surplus and became a crop sprayer!! In l968 it was acquired by
Hollywood Filmways Studios. It became the lead on camera aircraft named
Vestal Virgin in the film Catch-22. In l972 it was purchased by Ed Schnepf and
a two year restoration project began to restore the aircraft to its original J
configuration, now armed with thirteen .50 calibre machine guns, a Norden
bombsight and operable bomb bay and authentic insignia markings. In 1982 the
owners company donated the aircraft to the newly formed American Aeronautical Foundation who have flown it ever since. Executive Sweet has appeared in
a dozen major films and numerous TV shows. In 1992 the aircraft participated
in the Doolittle Raiders 50th Anniversary re-enactment. Twenty years later it was
flown to Dayton Ohio to join other B25s for the 70th Anniversary Doolittle
Raiders Reunion.
This aircraft is one of a few licensed to carry passengers but the only one in
which they can fly in every non-control position. So after a briefing we boarded
via the three step vertical ladder aft of the trailing edge to enjoy a 30 minute
flight .Space inside is very limited. To reach the rear turret and the nose positions
you have to crawl through tunnels. The mid upper turret and the flight deck is
over the deep but not very long bomb bay with little space, but it was all well
worth the effort. Escape in an emergency must have been very difficult. A really
great experience.

deeply. With the help of his daughters Gordon began to recover but, illness
began to plague Gordon's life and he sadly became less mobile to the point that,
when leaving hospital after quite a long stay he was house bound until his death.
Gordon was everybody's friend. He always had time to talk and if it involved
RAF MH, time would pass very quickly. Sadly they broke the mould when
Gordon was born and his passing will have a profound effect on us all.
God bless you Gordon, you can fly freely now.
Martyn
Another member, who sadly passed away in November was Christopher
Howard.
Chris was one of, what I call our "long distance" members. He lived at Royal
Wootton Bassett and contributed regularly to Runway 22. His last letter was
published in the October issue.
Only last year he paid for the design and manufacture of beautifully made RAF
Martlesham crests for sweaters, and cap badges. He told me that the time he
spent as a National Serviceman at RAF Martlesham Heath helped him shape his
career and it was a pleasure for him to donate them to the society.
Alan Powell

Christopher George Howard

I have a friend who very kindly passes on to me your Magazine (RUNWAY 22).
I read with interest the report on RAF TRIMLEY. The reason being that when I

Chris Howard was a remarkable man who contributed greatly to local life and
was honoured to receive the Town Council Civic Award in February 2014.
His early life was spent in East Anglia; he was an Air Cadet during the war, and
did National Service from 1949, serving at RAF Martlesham Heath, Suffolk,
from June 1950 on the staff of the Bomb Ballistics Unit and Blind Landing
Experimental Unit. Chris underwent technical training at No 12 S of TT,
Melksham, on the Electrical Ground/Air Course.
He and his wife Irene, who were married on St Valentine’s Day 1953, settled in
Wiltshire more than 50 years ago, and have five daughters, 12 grandchildren and
three great-grandchildren.
The Civic Award citation commended Mr Howard’s voluntary work as a founder
and former President of Wootton Bassett & District Rotary Club and chairman
of Community Magazine’s business committee for 36 years.
He went out of his way to help others. He had a distinguished business career,
founded the electronics company Semitron, which became the biggest employer
in Cricklade, and was a visiting lecturer at Wootton Bassett School, where his
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Vic Wilkinson
We are still getting correspondence about an article that appeared in a previous edition of "Runway 22" about RAF Trimley. It certainly provoked some
interest! ED

consultant to the developers of the residential area who took various items that
they had unearthed for him to identify.
The hall was packed to capacity. Heading the cast of speakers was Gordon.
With growing excitement the audience listened to Gordon, who had written his
first book entitled "Martlesham Heath". Gordon had a long association with
MH, one could say a life time association. His father was head gardener at
Kesgrave Hall, now Milsoms a restaurant and hotel. Living local to the airfield
Gordon would always be some where close by watching for something new in
the shape of an aeroplane to appear.
Following that successful
Picture submitted by…Tarkey Barker
meeting a committee was
formed of which I was a member. During the society's formation Gordon was always
there to help with information
and support. It was unanimously agreed that Gordon
was to be the society's president, a position he was proud
to hold until his death.
During WW11 Gordon joined
the RAF and served in the far
east as a Flight Engineer on
Dakota's, a plane that Gordon
regarded as the second love of
his life for the reason I am
about to tell you about. During
that time Gordon met and married Margaret who he met
whilst serving at RAF Ossington near Newark and who was,
in his own words, his first love.
Eventually No.2 Roundwood
Road Ipswich became home
and the family increased to five
with the birth of three girls,
Sallie, Margo and Carolyn.
Number 2 Roundwood Road
was an open house to society
members and visitors from far
and wide. When Margaret became less mobile the world would come to them.
Sadly when Margaret passed away Gordon felt the pain of that separation very

served in the R.A.F. POLICE, IN Germany, at R.A.F. Luneberg. my C.O. was
Flt/Lt. Brian G. Goodale D.F.C. who was Dave Shannon's wireless operator on
the Dam Busters raid. At some time after leaving 617 Sqdn. he was stationed
at Trimley as he was a very technical minded person. We had a small
wireless/radar unit based on the airfield tracking soviet movements . He spoke
several times about Trimley and he seemed to enjoy it there. His Wife was a
Bury St. Edmunds Lady, they had Two children and my Wife and I would Baby
sit for them as at that time we had no children. As Commanding Officer of the
R.A.F. Contingent on Alma Barracks, he was invited to all the Garrison Functions and I finished up being his Chauffer. When the unit disbanded in July
1958 he went to H..Q. No 1 Signals unit at R.A.F.Handorf and eventually back
to he U.K. I met him again some three years later when I played Rugby for
R.A.F.Barnham in the rugby sevens at R.A.F. Swanton Morley. Who sat on the
side lines watching was Flt/Lt Goodale D.F.C. and Mrs Goodale and a small
reunion took place.
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John Hill, Kesgrave
Another RAF Trimley story! This time from Charles Antell, one of our "long
distance" members, from up there in darkest Yorkshire!
ED
Hello Alan
Happy New Year. Interesting to hear once more of Trimley Heath. While serving
at Martlesham in 1946-47, we had in our mess one or two members who served
at Trimley ( all sorts of weird hours they often bragged about being able to track
anything flying down the East coast. One night they had to log an unknown
bomber, it was their brief this tracking. Code name for this a/c as far as I
remember was Pacusan Dreamboat, Next morning they were very subdued
about their nights work except that it was fruitless as the a/c did not make an
appearance on their screens. It could not have been in our territory. Several
weeks later we learned it was on track and we had missed the boat! Someone
may remember the incident. I can't think that this will break the Official secrecy
Act seeing we are 70yrs on. I leave it with you.
Best Wishes Chas. Antell
Charles then emailed me to say that he Googled "Pacusan Dreamboat."
Apparently it was a Boeing 29. It was flying non-stop from Honolulu to Cairo,
when it entered our airspace.
The flight is on Youtube for those of you who would like to see it. Just Google
Pacusan Dreamboat!

This was a specially arranged endurance trip of 10,000 miles without refuelling. They carried a fuel load of 12000 gallons. The tyres were inflated with
Helium to help lighten the load! It flew over the North Pole and had no
de-icing equipment on board. They left on a Friday morning and arrived on
Sunday morning! How times have changed. ED
In the October issue of Runway 22 I included a letter from one of our Control
Tower helpers. Tom Scrivener wrote about his time in the RAF in England.
But Tom was also posted abroad. ED

A BLAST FROM THE PAST
I was in India and Pakistan from 1947 to 1949, when I was sent to Bahrain. I
made several friends whilst I was there. When I returned home I met Bill Grant,
who persuaded me to join the Mauripur association. (Bill is another of our
Control Tower Museum helpers - ED). I went to reunion's of the Mauripur
association at the Falcon Hotel, Stratford upon Avon and met some of my old
mates there. Several of them have fallen off the perch now though!
A year ago I put a piece in the magazine, "The Best Of British" with a photo with
a group of us from (R & I), Mauripur, just outside Karachi. I asked if any of them
were still about, but I didn't get any response. My name did jog someone's
memory, although not from Mauripur. Tom Ward remembered me from Bahrain,
where I spent seven months including Christmas in 1949!
By the way, he also sent a couple of photos. One of them I already had.
Tom Ward seems to have "gone off the radar" lately. I have got his address. He
lives in Quebec and I am still trying to contact him.
Tom Ward remembered me from Bahrain. That's why I have called this letter, "A
Blast From the Past!"
Finally an interesting letter by David and Ann Bloomfield. Very relevant to
Martlesham. ED
356th.We

In 2005 we went to Washington for a reunion of the
met and made
friends with lots of ex Martlesham veterans, among them was Doreen Burwell
who was there with her daughters and grand daughter. We got on particularly
well with them as it turned out Doreen came from Ipswich and she and her
husband Ray were married in Rushmere Church at the end of the war. Unfortunately Ray had died a few years before that reunion so we didn’t have the
pleasure of meeting him.
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members whose names were read out by our Chairman who also sadly passed
away during 2014.
A new year and our meeting was very well attended despite any after Christmas
hang-overs! Bill Smith from Little Clacton gave us an illustrated and fascinating
talk about the now almost forgotten Chindits. Bill was accompanied by his
partner Corrine and Reg Haydon a friend who assisted with the equipment.
The Chindits were formed and led by Maj. General Orde Wingate, DSO. Orde
Wingate named the force "Chindits", which included not only British, but also
Ghurkas and West African volunteers.
After an initial expedition in 1943 the full force was marched or landed by
gliders behind Japanese lines in northern Burma in 1944. They were a hardy
force of commandos and casualties were heavy. Not only from enemy action but
also from the appalling conditions in the tropical jungle. Their role was to disrupt
the enemy by blowing bridges and railways etc.
Bill Smith, whose father was a Chindit, had brought along some of the equipment men were expected to carry. Mules were a vital part of the expedition as
well.
The second expedition consisted of 20,000 men and they were supplied from the
air by Dakotas of the RAF and the USAAF.
Bill Smith has an impressive collection of equipment and armament from that
campaign and even keeps a couple of mules which he brings along, together with
his memorabilia, to our Open Day each year.
A Vote of thanks was given by Alan Smith

OBITUARIES
More obituaries than usual in this edition of Runway 22. Starting, of course,
with that of our lifelong President, Gordon Kinsey. Written by our chairman,
Martyn Cook, who knew Gordon as well as any of us and better than most.
Gordon sadly passed away on the morning of the 11th December 2014.
How well I remember as some of you will reading this, that night in the
Martlesham Heath Pavilion in late 1981 when we gathered in response to a
centre page spread in the 'East Anglian Daily Times' showing various items
discovered by the developers during their early development of the residential
area, formally RAF Martlesham Heath. The article was by Roger Harrison a
resident of Martlesham Heath (MH) and an aviation insurance consultant. It was
an invitation to any one interested in forming an organisation/society to keep
alive the history, story's etc. of this once famous RAF Station. If interested,
come to the MH Pavilion to discuss the possibility. Roger had become a
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MONTHLY MEETINGS ROUNDUP
Our meeting on Friday 3rd October was an illustrated talk, "Flying Aces", by
Peter Hart, who is an oral historian at the Imperial War Museum, London.
A large audience was given a most entertaining account of flying aces in the
Great War. He vividly described the conditions and the life that was normal both
in the RFC and the German Air Force.
Peter mentioned several aces including the legendary "Red Baron", Manfred
Von Richthoven and Billy Bishop, Ernst Udet, Edward Mannock and the controversial James Mc Cudden.
How, by 1918 the sheer volume of aircraft on the allied side overwhelmed a
German air force that was short both of aircraft and fuel.
Peter Hart is indeed a very animated speaker and a vote of thanks was given by
one of the founder members of our society, Roger Harrison.
Friday, 7th November… Our meeting featured a moving account by Clive
Stevens of a very black week suffered by the USAAF heavy bomber offensive
during WW2.
Clive, who is an hon. vice president of our society, has meticulously researched
the air war over Europe by the USAAF daylight offensive. His illustrated talk
highlighted one week, in October 1943, when American losses were particularly
heavy. He talked about a raid on Stuttgart which resulted in unacceptable losses
and another to the town of Munster when because of dense cloud cover the lead
bomber took the whole bomber force in a half hour detour in the hope that
conditions would be clearer. This resulted in many bombers ditching in the
North sea because of shortage of fuel. The British air sea rescue service did a
remarkable job in saving all the crews.
The finale of the week was a disastrous second raid on the ball bearing factory
at Schweinfurt. Largely because no fighter cover was possible at that range. Of
the 291 B17 "Flying Fortresses" 60 were lost outright and a further 17 damaged
beyond repair. 650 men were lost. The raid was carried out in two waves but the
second wave was delayed and the German aircraft had time to land and refuel
before the second wave came in.
Friday, 5th November… We were privileged to a most interesting illustrated
talk by Mr Steve De Roeck.
Steve was accompanied by his wife. He has piloted many aircraft during his
career. The insight he gave us about his time as an airline pilot was particularly
interesting. Nowadays he researches many aspects of aviation history and is a
very keen photographer. His projected images of aircraft were outstanding.
Friday, 2nd January… Before the meeting commenced we had a short period
of silence to remember our President, Mr Gordon Kinsey Esq. and nine other
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Last year we were told of a book that had been written by Ed Nebinger who was
at Martlesham with Ray Burwell and flew with him during the war, The book
tells how the two men became pilots and how their paths met at Martlesham.
There is quite a lot of detail regarding the planes and the missions they flew but
it is also about their personal lives whilst over here and in particular how Ray
met Doreen.
We have a Christmas card from Doreen & family each year and this year she
added a note saying she is “still alive & kicking & God is good to her”! She must
be over 90 years old now.
If anyone would like to borrow the book we are happy to lend it. We both found
it an interesting read.
Ann & David
Doreen and her daughter Sharon very kindly sent a copy for the society to keep
in its library for members to borrow and read. Thank you both.
Martyn
Lets lighten it up a bit! The following was taken from a magazine about
brewing and sent to me by our Archivist, Alan Smith.
ED

Normandy, 20 June 1944
Two weeks after D-Day, and one of the biggest concerns of the British troops is
- a distinct lack of beer. All that is available in the newly liberated estaminets is
cider, "and it is pretty watery stuff".
It would not be until a further four weeks after D-Day that "real British beer"
officially reached the battling troops in Normandy. But long before then, the
RAF had been engaged in shipping beer into France privately, using what the
troops called "flying pubs".
Some of the first attempts to bring beer over the English Channel after D-Day
used the drop fuel or jettison tanks carried by aircraft such as the Spitfire and
Typhoon.
At Tangmere airfield in Sussex, Spitfires would have their 45-gallon jettison
tanks filled with beer from wooden casks supplied by Chichester brewer Henty
& Constable. Generally, the tanks were scoured out first with steam, but "tough
luck; it still tasted of petrol", according to Dan Noonan, a flight commander with
416 Squadron.
Pilots of the RAF.s 123 wing, flying rocket firing Typhoons would carry a
"shufti-kite" across to Shoreham 110 miles away, where a local brewery would
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fill two 90-gallon jettison tanks, attached below each of the Typhoon's wings,
with beer. Then the pilot would hurry back. According to 123 Wing's commanding officer, the New Zealand-born RAF ace Group Captain Desmond Scott, the
beer "took on rather a metallic taste, but the wing made short work of it".
However, the journey over the Channel, at 15,000 feet or so, cooled the beer
down nicely for when it reached those on the ground: indeed, not only did
Spitfires supply beer shortly after D-Day in jettison tanks, but P-47 Thunderbolt
fighters, flown by the US Army Air Forces, had carried ice cream in their drop
tanks to troops on the Normandy beachheads.
The other method used was to attach casks to the bomb racks. Pilots with the
RAFs No 131 (Polish) wing, flying Spitfire Mk IXs, claimed to have invented
the idea of the 'beer bomb', apparently using casks that had home-made nose
cones fitted to make them more streamlined.
A more official, or semi-official adaption of Spitfire bomb racks to carry
18-gallon kilderkins of beer was made at High Point, the airfield near Salisbury
where locally manufactured Spitfires were tested before delivery to the RAF.
Spitfires being ferried across from Ford, near Littlehampton, Sussex, to Normandy on a daily basis could fly with a cask of beer under each wing, attached
to the adapted bomb racks. According to Jeffrey Quill, the chief Spitfire test
pilot, the adaption was known as 'mod XXX depth charges!
Breweries known to have had casks of ale flown over under Spitfire wings
include Bushell Watkins 6k Smith of Westerham in Kent, which supplied Biggin
Hill airfield.
Eventually, however, as the Allies broke out from their original beachhead in
Normandy, more beer supplies arrived by conventional sea transport from
England, and captured French breweries were brought into action to supply the
troops.
One of the very last experiments carried out at Martlesham has been detailed
below by Alan Smith. This exercise took place early in 1962. ED

ROUGH FIELD TRIALS AT MARTLESHAM
The Air Ministry issued a requirement for a twin-engine replacement for the
Vickers Valetta capable of carrying 40 passengers or 32 fully equipped troops in
the tactical transport role, with full capability for rear loading of vehicles and
dropping of weapons and paratroops. Two aircraft were considered for this
requirement, the first being the Handley Page Herald and the second being the
Avro 748.
In preparation for the trials the vegetation and top from a 2000 yards airstrip on
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the Martlesham Heath airfield was cleared from the sandy sub-soil. The strip was
then deliberately cut up into deep longitudinal and cross-wise furrows until it
looked like a battlefield, representing conditions far worse than anything that
could normally be expected. It was said that the surface would certainly defeat
the driver of any ordinary car, even on one occasion it proved too much for the
four-wheel drive crash tender.
The first to arrive was the Handley Page Dart Herald G-AODF The surface was
so soft that no accurate bearing strength could be measured. In the sun and rain
the fully loaded Herald made extensive taxiing trials and it repeatedly took off
and landed in a 17 knot cross wind using only 300 yds of the strip.
Air Ministry officials and Army and RAF Staff officers involved in transport
problems were present at the trials and saw the Herald, with its nose wheel
completely covered and one of the main wheels 18 inches deep on the sand and
mud extricate itself using less that 75% of its power and continue to taxiing
under full control. Watch was made for any strain or damage to the aircraft and
its propellers but none was found and wheel bays were free from sand and mud
The aircraft came out of the trials with flying colours.
Avro 748 G-ARAY followed later.
Its trials were reported by its second pilot Tony Blackburn who reported in his
book 'Testing to Win" that the softness of the surface meant that there was a
danger of a build-up of earth in front of the wheels and ,in fact, in some of the
earlier landings the earth that had built up in front of the wheels had prevented
the aircraft from moving until it was removed by shovels. They developed a
technique for take off and stopping the nose wheel from digging in and throwing
stones and earth over the airframe and propellers by only lowering the flaps just
before the aircraft could be dragged off the ground and, that on landing, minimum braking was used applying it early in the landing and using no braking
during the rest of the landing, using the drag of the soil to slow the aircraft.
The result of the trials led to an order for a developed Avro aircraft which
became known as the Avro 748 MFj Andover because Handley Page, who would
have probably gained the order, refused to join one of the two big Aviation
Groups and had been told by the Minister of Aviation, Mr Peter Thornycroft, that
if he did not join one of the Groups which had been formed under the influence
of the former Minister of Aviation, Mr. Duncan Sands. Handley Page refused to
merge because he valued his shares at 42 shillings a share but Hawker Siddeley
would only offer a bid of 15 shillings a share, and no deal was made up to the
time of his death on 1 April 1962.
The irony of the situation later meant that with the demise of Handley Page Ltd.
Their Victor V-bomber had to be maintained by Avros!
Alan Smith
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